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CHAPTER 1  INTRODUCTION 

The Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service has recognised the need for research into 
the biology and conservation of the platypus and has established a Platypus Conservation 
Program (ANPWS Platypus LA/10,000/May 90). 

As part of this Program the Service has funded research into the distribution of the Platypus 
on an Australia-wide basis. 

The scope of the study is set out in the ANPWS Research and Surveys Program 
Consultancy Agreement as: 

1. Undertake a questionnaire survey in South Australia, with field verification where 
possible. 

2. Verify sighting reports from a previous questionnaire survey in New South Wales with 
particular emphasis on sightings in the western region of the state. 

3. Liaise with state wildlife authorities in Tasmania, Victoria and Queensland to collect 
data available on distribution of the platypus within these states. 

4. Search historical records concerning distribution and exploitation within the eastern 
states. 

5. Collate and document the data from 1 to 4 above. 
6. Analyse these data to determine the current distribution and status of the platypus in 

Australia and changes that have occurred in distribution and status since European 
settlement. 

7. Formulate broad management guidelines to facilitate the preparation of management 
plans at the state, regional and local levels. 

8. Report on the results of the study and indicate priority areas for future research. 

This report details the execution, findings and conclusions of the work outlined above. To 
facilitate the use of this large document, information is presented in a number of forms, all of 
which are detailed in the tables of contents and ancillary tables at the beginning of the 
volume. The text of the document is divided into separate chapters, which firstly consider the 
whole of Australia, before considering each of the states of South Australia, Tasmania, 
Victoria, New South Wales and finally Queensland. 

Detailed information is given in various appendices, which are detailed in the List of 
Appendices and summaries of this and other, less detailed information are given in individual 
chapters as tables. A List of Tables is also presented. All literature referred to in the text or 
appendices are listed fully in the Bibliography. Figures are included within the various 
chapters of the report and a List of Figures is also given. This report was prepared with the 
co-operation of a large number of organisations and individuals who are listed in the 
Acknowledgements section. 

In Chapter 2 a general description is given of the current national distribution and status of 
Ornithorhynchus anatinus in Australia, and considers the various actual and potential 
environmental impacts of human activities on the species. In this chapter, general 
recommendations are made for the conservation and management of the platypus, which 
apply to all states. In Chapters 3-7 evidence is presented from recent information, historical 
sources and from Aboriginal, archaeological and paleontological data, which have been 
utilised in determining the current and historical distributions of the platypus in each state. 
Although not required by the original brief, the Aboriginal, archaeological and paleontological 
information was included in the work carried out as an obvious adjunct to the data collected 
on distribution of the platypus during following European settlement. Literature was broadly 
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surveyed for the Aboriginal peoples in all states, except Queensland. Because of the 
constraints of time, and because the original peoples of this state were represented by a very 
large number of groups, only literature relating to specific areas of this state were consulted. 
These included the areas around the Gulf of Carpentaria and the Cape York Peninsula. 

It should be noted that the terminology of Tindale (1974) is used throughout the text and in 
the Appendix material when referring to groups of Aboriginal people from various 
geographical areas of Australia. 

Chapters on each of the states consider special aspects of environmental impact 
assessment issues in relation to the platypus in each state. In these chapters, 
recommendations given are in addition to those considered generally for all states and 
presented in Chapter 2. 

Chapter 8 outlines a basic Plan of Management for the Platypus in Australia, which would, if 
implemented, conserve the current status and distribution of the species. The Plan 
represents pragmatic advice based on what is currently known of the species' biology and 
habitat requirements. It cannot be stressed enough that this Plan should be modified and 
refined in the light of further studies. Suggested priorities for such research are also 
presented in this chapter. 
 
 
 
Tom Grant and Martin Denny 
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CHAPTER 2  AUSTRALIA 

2.1        CURRENT DISTRIBUTION 

Figure 2.1 shows the current distribution of the platypus in Australia. The species is found in 
most of the river systems of North-Eastern and South-Eastern Drainage Divisions (see 
Figure 2.2), east and south of the Dividing Ranges, from around Cooktown in Queensland to 
the Victorian border with South Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.1 Distribution of the platypus in Australia. Dark shading shows current distribution of 
the species. 
 
It does not appear to occur west of the Divide in north or central Queensland, in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria or Lake Eyre Drainage Divisions. However, it does occur in the headwater 
streams of the Murray-Darling Drainage Division in the south of the state. The platypus is 
found in only 34% of all river systems in the state, 46% of those flowing to the east and only 
12% flowing to the west (Table 2.1). 

In New South Wales, the platypus occurs in 81% of the rivers flowing to the west of the state 
(Murray-Darling Drainage Division), but is only regularly found in the Murray and 
Murrumbidgee Rivers where they traverse the westerns plains, and is uncommon in the 
lower reaches of these two systems. In the other west-flowing rivers of this state few 
platypuses occur once the rivers leave the slopes of the Great Dividing Range. The species 
is found in all of the east-flowing river systems (Table 2.1). 

Many rivers flowing north from the Dividing Ranges in Victoria, into the Murray-Darling 
Drainage Division, have platypuses in their upper reaches (83%) but the species is much 
less common in the lower reaches of these river systems. Eighty-four percent of south-
flowing river systems in Victoria have platypuses in them (Table 2.1) 

Platypuses are only occasionally found in the Murray River in South Australia and are now 
probably extinct in the South Australian Gulf Drainage Division, where they once occurred 
near Adelaide, in the Mount Loft Ranges and parts of the Fleurieu Peninsula. 

The platypus is found throughout the state of Tasmania, including King Island, currently 
being reported from 79% of the river systems of the state (Table 2.1).  
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Figure 2.2  Drainage systems of eastern Australia. Modified from Water Resources of 
N.S.W. Water Resources Commission Publication, No date). 
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STATE  % OF RIVER SYSTEM 
TASMANIA 79 
VICTORIA 
South-flowing 
North-flowing 

84 
84 
83 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
East-flowing 
West-flowing 

92 
100 
81 

QUEENSLAND 
East-flowing 
West-flowing 

34 
46 
12 

 
Table 2.1   Percent occurrence of platypuses in river systems of Tasmania, Victoria, New 
South Wales and Queensland. 

2.1 GENERAL IMPACTS 

Grant (1988) discussed the various human activities that could have actual or potential 
impact on platypuses in New South Wales and discussed the extent of their impact in that 
state. These are obviously applicable to other states, and include the following: 

1. Construction and operation of impoundments 

Impounding the water of a river or creek has the effect of changing it from a lotic (running 
water) to a lentic (still water) environment above the dam or weir, and changing the 
discharge characteristics downstream. Both of these changes, which are known to affect 
benthic macroinvertebrates, have considerable potential to impact upon the platypus, which 
depends on these organisms for its food supply. 

2. Water Pollution 
 
- Organic material 
- Pesticides and herbicides 
- Nutrients 
- Minerals, including heavy metals 
- Salt 
- Chemicals, including petrochemicals 
 
All of these types of water pollution have potential impacts on the platypus, especially with 
respect to the availability of its food supply, but also in terms of possible toxic effects through 
the aquatic food chain. The effect of an inland oil spill would be disastrous for platypuses, 
which would quickly become oiled during diving and returning to the surface to breathe. 
 
3. Catchment management 
 
- Forestry operations 
- Agricultural practices 
 
Poor management practices on lands of the catchments of rivers have led to severe 
problems in aquatic habitats in Australia, including bank erosion, bed destabilisation and 
sedimentation. The platypus is dependent on rivers and streams, not only for its food, which 
can be significantly affected by sedimentation, but also for banks in which it digs its resting 
and nesting burrows. 
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4. River improvement and flood mitigation works 

Flood mitigation and so-called ‘river improvement’ works include a range of engineering 
approaches to mitigate the impact of excess discharges during floods. All of these 
approaches, which include river straightening, bank stabilisation, desnagging and levee 
construction, modify the riverine environment in some way and therefore have potential 
impacts on the suitability of streams and rivers as platypus habitats. 

5. Extractive industries 

- including sand and gravel extraction from river and flood plains. 

Whether directly instream or adjacent to streams, these activities can significantly affect 
platypus habitat by destroying banks and disturbing river sediments. 

6. Recreation 

- including power boating 

Scouring of river banks by the wakes of power boats can destabilise river banks. Off-road 
vehicles and trail bikes can also have such effect on banks. 

7. Fishing 

- Commercial fishing 
- recreational fishing 
- Scientific research 
- Illegal netting 
- Introduced species 
 
Gear used in commercial and recreational inland fisheries has great potential to affect 
platypus populations, as the species is readily drowned in various nets and traps, caught on 
hooks and tangled in discarded line. Both scientific research netting and illegal netting can 
have significant impacts in local areas which are netted regularly. Commercial fishing 
industries and regulations vary from state to state and are discussed later in this report 
(2.4.7, 4.6.4, 5.6.1, 5.6.2, 6.6.1, 6.6.2, 6.6.3, 7.6.1). 

In his work Grant (1988) concluded that most of these activities had little impact on the 
distribution of the platypus in New South Wales. Comparison between the historical and 
current distributions of platypuses in the other states also suggests that this conclusion could 
be made for all of the other states, except South Australia. However, this should not give 
grounds for complacency, as little is known regarding the possible impacts of these, and 
other human activities, on numbers or on local populations of platypuses. 

In the next section the recommendations made by Grant (1988) aimed at maintaining the 
current distribution and status of the species in New South Wales are given. These are 
broadly applicable to all states and will be discussed further in the Plan of Management 
presented in Chapter 8 of this report. In the discussions of environmental impact assessment 
of the effects of various human activities on the platypus in the following 5 chapters, focus is 
concentrated on areas of the above, which are particularly important in individual states. 

2.2 A SPECIAL IMPACT - THE FUR TRADE   

History of Hunting and the Fur Industry 

"It is equally numerous in all the tributaries which feed the great rivers Darling and Murray; 
and if it be not now plentiful in the Hawkesbury, Hunter, &c., the diminution in its numbers is 
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solely due to the wholesale destruction dealt out to it by the settlers, which, if not restrained, 
will ere long lead to the utter extirpation of this harmless and inoffensive animal, a 
circumstance which would be much to be regretted; it is in fact often killed from mere 
wantonness, or at most for no more useful purpose than to make slippers of its skin." 

John Gould, 1863 

This quote from Gould (1863) is worth analysing in terms of what has actually happened to 
the platypus from before this statement was made until today. The statement touches on a 
number of points very relevant to any discussion of the exploitation of the species, the extent 
of which could not be assessed with any accuracy by consultation of the early literature. 
Much of what is known, or at least recorded, of the hunting and fur industry is contained in 
anecdotal accounts, a number of which are discussed and quoted below. 

Gould seems to have been accurate in his assertion that the platypus was killed for "mere 
wantonness". To relieve the boredom of droving sheep in the Monaro region of New South 
Wales around 1834, a Scot by the name of Farquhar McKenzie shot at various wildlife 
species, including platypuses: 

"When out shooting duck at Bredbow River I saw a number of those curious animals the 
Platibus [sic] and fired at them repeatedly - but whether they dived at the flash of the pan or 
sank after being shot I know not" (in Hancock, 1972). 

The "sporting" aspect of platypus hunting was noted also in Horrock's Handy Guide to the 
Blue Mountains and Caves of N.S.W., published in 1888 (price 6 pence), where an 
advertisement was placed, which included the statement: 

 

"PLATYPUS SHOOTING on the rivers, where there is also, in season, good fishing". 

As indicated by Gould, there was also a demand for the fur of the species. In 1884 William 
Caldwell first reported the verification of the oviparous habits of the platypus. This conclusion 
was refuted in a letter to the Sydney Morning Herald on 19th September of that year by T.W. 
Crawley and Co., who indicated that "we have dissected a great number, as also have our 
hunters in various parts of the colony all the year round, and during the whole year they have 
our instructions (for years past) to do this in order to throw some light on the birth of the 
platypus, the result being that they have never yet discovered the trace of eggs in them, or 
the young in any form".  

A similar anecdotal account of the fur industry is given for Melbourne around 1870 by Ward 
(1966) who notes that a Bob Stuart made "a fairly good living" by selling skins to local 
furriers. Also, around 1870 a German-born immigrant to Australia produced the first machine 
capable of plucking" platypus skins to give them the appearance of otter (Cannon, 1975). 

There was obviously a market for the furs, which were apparently mainly made into rugs, 
cloaks and muffs, rather than garments, due to problems of the thickness of the skin making 
finished articles rather stiff (Coles, in Burrell, 1927). Petersen (1914) indicated that "dehaired 
and dyed, the fur of the Platypus is much finer than that of seal, and well adapted for the 
manufacture of caps and other small articles or trimming ornaments, but comparatively few 
skins reach the fur markets of the world". This account may indicate that there was little 
overseas trade in the fur of the platypus, however it must be noted that this was written after 
the species had been legally protected in all states (Table 2.2). Burrell (1927) maintained that 
there was still trade in the fur well after legal protection, although Barrett (1944) did not 
agree, at least for Victoria. 

 
Two platypus rugs in the Museum of Victoria contain 63 and 80 skins respectively and one 
photographed in Barrett (1944) had 42 skins making it up. One of the museum rugs was 



 16 

made in Adelaide around 1885 (probably from skins imported into the state; Section 3.6.1) by 
the furrier H. Lawrence and the other at an unknown date but by the Sydney furrier Tost and 
Rohu.  Although this latter furrier and taxidermist advertised in the journal "The Science of 
Man" around the turn of the Century, no details were found of numbers of skins processed by 
either of these two furriers, or indeed by T.W. Crawley and Co. The Fur Council of Australia 
(Ms Gillian Mills, Public Relations, pers. Com.) had no records going back to before 
protection of the species, although veteran furriers confirmed that their impressions were that 
the skins were not much used for garments and that few were exported. 
 
It seems it is impossible to determine the extent of any effect on platypus populations of the 
industry, as even the anecdotal information is equivocal. Wilson and Hill (1908, quoted in 
Burrell, 1927) echo the conventional view that the industry drove the species to 
"comparatively low numbers", although they indicate that it was "probably still far from 
becoming extinct", but that the "depredations of the fur-hunter are not easily repaired, since 
the animal breeds only once in a year and produces but two eggs at a time". An opposite 
view was expressed by Semon (1894, translated in Burrell, 1927), who stated that "the fur is 
beautiful and thick, yet its qualities are not so good as to warrant the wearisome and 
deluding pursuit. Consequently the Duckbill is little pursued either by whites or blacks, and 
the early extinction of this paradoxical creature need not be feared". 

Even evidence for local reductions as a result of the fur trade is confusing as the two 
quotations below indicate. 

"The Platypus was definitely on the increase in Victoria" and "in recent years, at least in 
some of their haunts, 'water-moles' have become more plentiful". - Barrett, 1944. 

"I have seen them in recent years in the Towamba River, Matagana Creek, the Tantawanglo 
River and Candelo Creek, all on the south coast of N.S.W. and I have seen them in the 
Bombala River and many smaller creeks on Southern Monaro. Certainly they are not to be 
seen in dozens as they were fifty years ago when men used to sneak along the rivers in the 
early mornings shooting them for their splendid skins. Many thousands of these native 
creatures were shot on the Monaro and South Coast of N.S.W., as they were also shot in 
many other parts of Australia, just for the skins that were used to make platypus rugs". - A.T., 
1946. 

Platypuses are still seen in all of the creeks and rivers mentioned in the second quotation. 
They are still frequently seen on the South Coast and in the Monaro area today, but there is 
no way of telling whether they are in greater or fewer numbers than in the apparently halcyon 
days referred to, 50 years before 1946. 

What seems certain however, is that any effects on the status and distribution of the species 
by the fur trade has not continued to the present day. It has obviously recovered from any 
severe depredations inflicted on it by the industry, or, in spite of the slow reproductive rate, 
has coped with whatever level of harvesting occurred before legal protection was afforded to 
it (Table 2.2). 

Conclusion 

There is no doubt that the platypus was hunted, both for "sport" and for its fur, since the 
times of early European settlement, but it has proved impossible to collect information on the 
actual extent of this hunting and the associated fur trade. From the work carried out however, 
it does appear that considerable numbers of the species were killed for their skins throughout 
Australia, although it cannot be concluded whether these depredations resulted in any 
reduction in numbers, either at a regional or national level. The distribution of the species 
does not seem to have been affected in the long-term by hunting and the fur trade. 
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STATE YEAR OF PROTECTION ACT OF PROTECTION 

VICTORIA 1892 - 

NEW SOUTH WALES 1901 Amendment to the Bird 
Protection Act 

QUEENSLAND 1906 Native Animal Protection Act 

TASMANIA` 1907 Animal and Bird Protection Act 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1912 Animals Protection Act 
 
Table 2.2   Legislative protection of the platypus in Australia. 
 
2.4 MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS - A SUMMARY 
 
2.4.1 Construction and Operation of Impoundments 

 
1. IT IS RECOMMENDED that construction work affecting a river be commenced, where 

possible, prior to breeding or after young have left the nesting burrows and are 
dispersing. 

2. IT IS RECOMMENDED that relocation of animals NOT be attempted unless it is to 
introduce the species back into areas where they no longer occur. 

3. IT IS RECOMMENDED that, where possible, schemes involving weirs and off-stream 
storages be considered in preference to large dams. 

4. IT IS RECOMMENDED that minimum releases of water be determined by a 
committee comprising engineers, hydrologists, limnologists, wildlife and fisheries 
biologists. 

5. IT IS RECOMMENDED that an Environmental Impact Assessment be carefully 
considered when it concerns the construction of an impoundment which has the 
potential to affect platypuses in a National Park (or other reserves) or in areas of 
special concern. 
 

6. IT IS RECOMMENDED that platypus populations be assessed as part of all 
Environmental Impact Assessments for projects in river systems in which they are 
known to occur, and that follow-up studies be mandatory. 

 
2.4.2 Water Pollution 
 
1. IT IS RECOMMENDED that further research be carried out with regard to possible 

impacts of sewage effluent pollution on platypus populations. 

2. IT IS RECOMMENDED that water quality be monitored in National Parks and 
reserves where platypuses are known to occur, especially where sewage, urban, 
agricultural or forestry run-off from outside the park or reserve occurs. 

3. IT IS RECOMMENDED that close attention be given to the adequacy of waste storage 
and disposal practices of existing and proposed mining operations where pollution of 
waters occupied by platypuses is possible. Any E.I.S. concerning proposed mining 
should be closely considered by wildlife authorities. 

4. IT IS RECOMMENDED that a policy be formulated for identifying potential sources of 
oil spills which could affect waters within parks and reserves, and for dealing with any 
such spill. 
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2.4.3    Catchment Management   

FORESTRY 
 

1. IT IS RECOMMENDED that research into effects of logging practices on stream 
macroinvertebrates be encouraged and funded 

2. IT IS RECOMMENDED that research be undertaken or commissioned to identify any 
populations of platypuses in areas of concern with respect to degrading catchments 
or populations of special interest. 

3. IT IS RECOMMENDED that platypus populations be considered when Environmental 
Impact Assessments are done for future forestry operations and that on-site 
inspections and follow-up studies be done to assess any impacts. 

4. IT IS RECOMMENDED that consideration be given to monitoring the occurrence of 
platypuses in the forests in which they are known to occur in relation to continuing 
forestry practices. 

AGRICULTURE 

1. IT IS RECOMMENDED that the authorities in each state concerned with soil 
conservation be approached with a view to giving publicity to the adverse effects on 
the platypus of permitting stock to damage river banks, and encourage graziers 
(possibly with taxation incentives) to exclude or provide limited access for stock to 
rivers. 

2. IT IS RECOMMENDED that farmers be encouraged (with possible taxation 
incentives) to maintain or plant native riparian vegetation on their stream frontages. 

2.4.4   ‘River Improvement’ and Flood Mitigation 

1. IT IS RECOMMENDED that work be carried out to assess the possible impacts of 
present river management practices on the platypus. 

2. IT IS RECOMMENDED that guidelines and plans of management be implemented for 
any river improvement, which may need to be done in National Parks or reserves. 

3. IT IS RECOMMENDED that any major river improvement work be subject to an 
Environmental Impact Assessment, which includes consideration of the platypus. 

4. IT IS RECOMMENDED that, where possible, any work on banks be commenced 
outside the platypus breeding season. 

2.4.5     Extractive Industries 

1. IT IS RECOMMENDED that, where possible, extraction works likely to affect banks 
suitable for platypus nesting should commence outside the breeding season. 

2. IT IS RECOMMENDED that extracted material or topsoil should not be stored near 
the river or on flood prone land, that settling ponds be located away from floodways, 
that banks should be restored and vegetated with native species and that snags 
should not be removed or should be stored for later replacement. 

3. IT IS RECOMMENDED that an investigation be commissioned, in liaison with the 
relevant departments to determine the extent of any impact of extractive industries on 
the platypus. 
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2.4.6     Recreation  

             IT IS RECOMMENDED that the possible impact of power boats on 
              platypuses should be investigated in areas where their use overlaps the  
              occurrence of the species. 
 
2.4.7     Commercial and Recreational Fishing 
 
1. IT IS RECOMMENDED that the gathering of information on the effect of commercial 

and recreational fishing methods be commissioned and that trials be instituted on by-
catch reduction in nets and traps. 
 

2. IT IS RECOMMENDED that suggestion be made to fisheries research establishments 
that care must be taken when research netting activities are carried out especially 
over extended periods in one place, or during the lactation season. 

3. IT IS RECOMMENDED that personnel from fisheries research establishments be 
encouraged to develop fishing methods, which will minimise drowning of air-breathing 
wildlife species, including the platypus.  

4. IT IS RECOMMENDED that the fisheries authorities be approached in an  
             attempt to assess the extent of illegal fishing activity and to increase law  
             enforcement if necessary, especially in National Parks and reserves where  
             platypuses occur.  
 
5.  IT IS RECOMMENDED that netting and trapping of fish should not be  
             permitted in riverine habitats adjacent to National Parks and reserves and  
             that research be carried out to develop fishing gear which permits platypuses  
             to escape or to prevent their capture. 
 
2.4.8 Research Proposals 
 
1. IT IS RECOMMENDED that research be carried out on the productivity of benthic 

macroinvertebrates in rivers and creeks of Australia where platypuses occur1. 

2. IT IS RECOMMENDED that funding for research into the population dynamics, 
movements, social organisation and instream needs of the platypus in Australia be 
encouraged and sought. 

3. IT IS RECOMMENDED that the extent of mortality of platypuses in captivity and the 
needs for research, be established, as well as the formulation of a policy on captive 
animals, breeding programmes and the export of animals overseas. 

2.5  CURRENT STATUS2 

The platypus is listed in New South Wales as a species of special concern, in Victoria as 
notable wildlife, in Queensland as permanently protected fauna and in South Australia as a 
rare species (SSC Marsupial and Monotreme Specialist Group correspondence 12/12/90 re 
Traffic Report on Marsupials and Monotremes in Trade). The IUCN/SSC Australasian 
Marsupial and Monotreme Specialist Group returned the species to a category of potentially 
vulnerable, with an annotation that it is "apparently stable" in Tasmania (Australasian 

                                            
1 Study of macroinvertebrate productivity - Marchant and Grant (2015)  
2 In 2014 the species is not listed on any state threatened specie schedule apart from South Australia, where it is 
considered Endangered. It is considered of ‘least concern’ by the IUCN but recently recommended that its status 
be changed to ‘near threatened’ (Woinarski et al, 2014) 
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Marsupial and Monotreme Specialist Group Daft Text of Action Plan, 14/10/90). This agrees 
with the assessment of Carrick (1983) that the species is common but vulnerable3. 

The current study indicates that the species is COMMON throughout most of its current 
range, but must be considered VULNERABLE due to its dependence on aquatic habitats 
(i.e. it must feed in water). Historically the range of the species has probably only contracted 
in South Australia, although it is possible that the western distribution of the species in the 
Murrumbidgee and Murray River systems has been affected by past and present legal and 
illegal fishing activities (see Section 6.6.1). 

 
CHAPTER 3.     SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

3.1 INTRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 

"The numbers that remain [in Australia] are impossible to determine, but the platypus 
has disappeared from South Australia where it was common a century ago." (The 
Province [Canada] 24th June, 1990) 

This is the "conventional wisdom", that mainland South Australia represents an area where 
the platypus was once common (Zietz, in Hale, 1956) but is now rare (Aitken, 1974) or even 
extinct (Carrick, 1983). However, evidence gathered during the present study strongly 
suggests that the following quote from the Adelaide Advertiser is probably a more correct 
assessment of the situation: 

"This most interesting animal has always been rare in South Australia, this state 
being on the edge of the distribution." (Adelaide Advertiser, 16th March, 1940 p.4) 

During the early part of the study it became clear that the above idea could serve as a 
reasonable hypothesis to test, and a number of lines of investigation were undertaken with a 
view to substantiating or rejecting this hypothesis. 

 
Evidence was collected from a number of sources: 

3.2 RECENT EVIDENCE 

A questionnaire was circulated in South Australia through a number of outlets (see Appendix 
I). As well as this, the areas from which positive questionnaire returns were received were 
visited and local fishermen, anglers, naturalists and other residents were interviewed 
(Appendix II). 

Figure 3.1 shows information from both the questionnaire and interview surveys. Table 3.1 
summarises results from the questionnaire survey. There were 18 returns from 309 
questionnaires circulated (6%); 11 were positive, 4 negative and 3 tentative. Most positive 
records were from the Riverland area of the Murray River (9 positive; 3 tentative), although 2 
were received from the Mount Lofty Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula area. 
 
 
           

                                            
3 See Woinarski et al (2014)  
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Figure 3.1 Information on the distribution of the platypus in South Australia, gathered from 
the questionnaire survey and interviews.       
 
 
       
 
 

Murray River 

L. Alexandrina  
and Coorong 

Adelaide 

NSW 

Victoria 

South Australia 

Kangaroo Is. 

Confirmed sightings or specimens pre-1900 

Confirmed sightings or specimens post-1900 

Introduced population  

Unconfirmed sightings or specimens  

 



 22 

 
 
A. MURRAY RIVER 

 
RESPONSE Lake 

Alexandrina 
 

Murray Bridge 
Morgan 

Riverland Total 

Seen/Caught 
 

0 0 9 9 

Not seen/Caught 
 

0 0 1 1 

Possibly Seen 
 

0 0 3 3 

B. MURRAY RIVER 
 

RESPONSE Fleurieu 
Peninsula 

 

Adelaide 
Plains 

Mt Lofty 
Ranges 

Total 

Seen/Caught 
 

0 0 2 2 

Not seen/Caught 
 

2 0 0 2 

Possibly Seen 
 

0 0 0 0 

C. OTHER AREAS 
 

RESPONSE Mt Gambier 
Area 

 

  Total 

Seen/Caught 
 

0   0 

Not seen/Caught 
 

1   1 

Possibly Seen 
 

0   0 

 
Table 3.1  Summarised results of questionnaire survey in South Australia 
 
Interviews with local residents confirmed the Murray River reports and indicate that the 
species today is uncommon in the Riverland area (Appendix II and Table 3.2). For example, 
five current, or retired professional fishermen and two naturalists from this area were 
interviewed, none of whom had actually seen or caught a platypus, including one who had 
been resident in the area for nearly 80 years. There are currently 3 specimens of platypuses, 
taken from the Riverland, in the collection of the South Australian Museum (Table 3.3), the 
most recent of which was drowned in a drum net in 1975. Platypuses are infrequently seen, 
or captured in fishing nets (mainly drum nets) in this area. However, low capture rates in the 
considerable numbers of professional fishing nets (up to 1 per 50m of bank in recent times; 
pers. comm. Dr. Bryan Pierce, S.A. Dept, of Fisheries) and the paucity of sightings by local 
residents, including canoeists, naturalists and national park staff indicate that the species is 
uncommon in the Riverland waters of the River Murray. From a previous questionnaire 
survey in N.S.W., Grant (unpublished) received 4 returns from lockmasters along the Murray 
River in South Australia. No platypuses had been sighted at either Locks 3 (Kingston) or 4 
(Berri), but one had been seen in 1986 at Lock 6 (Chowilla). The most recent sighting in the 
Riverland was in mid October, 1990, near Renmark (Table 3.3 and Appendix II). 
 



 23 

 
OBSERVER/ 
REPORTER 
CATEGORY 
 

SEEN/ 
CAUGHT 

NOT 
SEEN/ 
NOT 

CAUGHT 

TENTATIVELY 
SEEN 

REPORTED 
ONLY 

TOTAL 

1. ANGLER 
 1 0 0 0 1 

2.  PROF. 0 2 1 2 5 
FISHERMAN 

3.  NATURALIST 0 2 1 0 3 

4.  BIOLOGIST 1 6 0 0 7 

5.  RANGER/ 1 3 0 3 7 
INSPECTOR 

6. OTHER 1 3 0 0 4 

    TOTAL 4 16 2 5 27 

 
Table 3.2  Summarised results of interviews and correspondence in South Australia. See 
Appendix II for details. 

No reports were received from the lower Murray River, and although platypuses have been 
captured in fishing nets in this area as recently as 1960 (Table 3.3), the species can probably 
be considered rare in the region. In 1986 the lockmaster at Lock 1 (Blanchetown) reported 
that he had never seen platypuses there in a period of 20 years (Grant, unpublished). 

Of the positive reports of platypuses in the rest of South Australia, none were substantiated 
by other observers, or by actual specimens (Tables 3.1 & 3.3 and Appendix II). Sightings in 
Deep Creek, on the Fleurieu Peninsula and Aldgate Creek, in the Adelaide Hills, were made 
before severe bushfires and were not made again after these fires by the same observers. 
Other local residents could not confirm a sighting in Tookayerta Creek near Mt. Compass 
(correspondence to Dr. Cath Kemper, S.A. Museum) or the Deep Creek reports. The sighting 
of an animal in the Broughton River near Spalding, in the northern Mt. Lofty Ranges was 
made by at least two observers. However, one of these observers was tentative about the 
observation. A further tentative sighting of "a platypus or beaver-like animal" in a drainage 
channel near Robe was reported to the South Australian Museum in 1978. A negative return 
was received from the Field Naturalist Club in Millicent, some 70km from Robe but, a 
specimen in the Museum is reported to have come from Mt. Gambier in that south-east area 
of the State (Table 3.3; no other details given of locality). 

Table 3.3  Specimens of platypuses from South Australia. 

* verified specimens; ** could be same specimen as m00643 which also died at the Adelaide 
zoo, after 5 days in captivity (Adelaide Advertiser 8.3.1940) 
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NOTE: a specimen reputed to have come from Angaston (Adelaide Advertiser 7.3.1940; 
Francis, 1946) appears to be specimen m00646, 2 juvenile animals from Goulbourn Weir, 
New South Wales - S.A. Museum Register. 

MURRAY RIVER 
 
DATE: 9/1894 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: Murray Bridge 
TYPE: Skin, Male 
REFERENCE: *m00644 S.A. Museum, Hale & Somerville, 1942 (caught-how?) 
DATE: 11/1904 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: Wellington 
TYPE: Skin, Male 
REFERENCE: *,00643 S.A. Museum, Hale and Somerville, 1942 (caught in gill 

net) 
DATE: 1905 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: ? 
TYPE: Live 
REFERENCE: Adelaide Zoo – died and given to Museum – Hale 1956** 
DATE: 11/1939 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: Overland corner 
TYPE: Skin, Male 
REFERENCE: *m05013 S.A. Museum, Francis, 1946 (caught in drum net) 
DATE: 1940 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: Renmark 
TYPE: ? 
REFERENCE: Reported in q’naire survey. Stuffed exhibit Renmark Public 

School – specimen not located (caught in drum net) 
DATE: 1947 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: Berri 
TYPE: Spirit, Male 
REFERENCE: *m05686 S.A. Museum, Hale, 1956 (caught in drum net) 
DATE: 1958 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: Blanchetown 
TYPE: ? 
REFERENCE: *S.A. Museum helminthological collection. Thomas, 1990, pers. 

comm. 
DATE: 1960 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: Wellington 
TYPE: Skin, Skeleton, Male 
REFERENCE: *m06298 S.A. Museum  
 
DATE: 1975 
WATER BODY: Murray River 
LOCATION: Renmark 
TYPE: Skin, Skull, Male 
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REFERENCE: *m09678 S.A. Museum. Reported in q’naire survey (caught in 
drum net) 

DATE: 1975 
WATER BODY: Pike river 
LOCATION: Lyrup 
TYPE: ? 
REFERENCE: Reported in q’naire survey (caught in drum net) 
DATE: 1990 
WATER BODY: Salt Creek 
LOCATION: Renmark 
TYPE: Live 
REFERENCE: Seen during flood flows mid October. Bridge near Jane Eliza 

Estate 
TOTAL:  11 specimens 
 
ADELAIDE/MOUNT LOFTY RANGES 
 
DATE: 1841 
WATER BODY: ? 
LOCATION: ? 
TYPE: Skin, Rostrum, Male 
REFERENCE: *BM(NH) 1843.8.12.54 British Museum, Natural History, sent by 

Governor Grey. Jenkins, 1990 pers. comm. 
DATE: 12/1867 
WATER BODY: Onkaparinga 
LOCATION: ? 
TYPE: Skin? Male 
REFERENCE: *Donated to S.A. Museum. Reports of Museum Curator, 1867 

(S.A. Public Records Office). Destroyed due to moth damage 
prior to 1883 (Adelaide Advertiser 13.3.40) Hale and Somerville, 
1942 

DATE: 1882 
WATER BODY: Torrens 
LOCATION: Adelaide 
TYPE: - 
REFERENCE: Woods, 1884; Hale and Somerville, 1942 
DATE: 1900? 
WATER BODY: Angas River? 
LOCATION: Strathalbyn 
TYPE: Skin 
REFERENCE: Auctioned around the turn of the century. Hale, 1956 
TOTAL:  4 specimens 
 
OTHER AREAS 
 
DATE: 1955 
WATER BODY: ? 
LOCATION: Mount Gambier 
TYPE: Skin, Skull, Male 
REFERENCE: *m06043 S.A. Museum 
TOTAL SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SPECIMENS:  16 
 
Recent evidence then, agrees with Aitken (1974) that the platypus is now RARE on the 
mainland of South Australia. 
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Breeding populations of platypuses exist on Kangaroo Island, where the species was 
introduced between 1929 and 1946 (Draft Management Plan, Flinders Chase National Park, 
NPWS). Animals are found in both the Rocky and Breakneck Rivers and possibly South 
West River (John, Johnson and Taylor, 1990). The Rocky River, in which the original animals 
were released, often dries up to isolated waterholes in the late summer or autumn. The river 
disappears into a sandy bed over much of its course at this time, leaving dry pools where 
platypuses have been sighted during the winter, spring and early summer when much more 
of the bed may be filled with water. During late summer, or early autumn, ranger staff in 
Flinders Chase National Park often find juvenile platypuses straying away from the drying 
river, probably in search of new habitat, and possibly ejected by the resident animals, which 
presumably survive the dry spell in the few permanent water holes. Table 3.4 shows a 
sample of such animals recorded by the ranger staff in the last few years4. 
 
 
 SEX DATE LOCALITY FOUND COMMENT 

1 ? 3.81 Shackle Rd Released Rocky River 

2 ? 2.85 Main Entrance Rd Released upper Rocky River 

3 ? 1.86 Main Entrance Rd Released Breakneck River 

4 M 28.2.86 Main Entrance Rd Released upper Rocky River 

5 F 28.2.86 3.5km South Park 
Headquarters 

Died 

6 M 28.3.86 Old Homestead Cottage Found dead 

7 ? 18.2.87 Dam near Park 
Headquarters 

Present 18, 18, 20.2.87 Left 
area 21.2.87 

8 ? Feb ? Mouth Rocky R. Found dead 

9 ? Feb 1985 or 
1986 

Main Dam at Park 
Headquarters 

Curled up in mud 

10 ? ? 1985 OR 
1986 

Breakneck River mouth Found dead 

 
Table 3.4  Juvenile platypuses reported away from the river on Kangaroo Island, South 
Australia. Source: Personal Communication, Chris Baxter, Ranger, Flinders Chase National 
Park. 
 
Between 1988 and 1990 six of these juveniles (4 females and 2 males) were transferred to 
Warrawong Sanctuary in the Adelaide Hills (Wamsley, pers. comm., 1990). Successful 
breeding of at least 1 juvenile (male) occurred in the 1990/91 breeding season in the 
Sanctuary (The Advertiser p. 1, 5th February, 1991)5. 

                                            
4 There are still populations of platypuses in both the Rocky and Breakneck Rivers (Serena and Williams, 1997; 
Ellis, 2000)  
5 Platypuses continued to breed in Warrawong Sanctuary up until at least the 1995-96 breeding season 
(Akiyama, 1999).  
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3.3 EUROPEAN HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

The colony of South Australia was established in 1836 (Woods, 1894), but prior to that Sturt 
had rowed down the Murray River from New South Wales to Lake Alexandrina by February, 
1830. By the time of his return trip, he was very short of supplies and lived ‘off the land’ to a 
considerable extent during the long row back up the river, to around where the town of 
Narrandera now stands. Although he indicates that his men had tired of the river fish, these 
were caught and eaten along with tortoises but, nowhere does he mention platypuses during 
his time on the river (Sturt, 1833). Mitchell entered the south-eastern corner of the state in 
August of 1836 and mentions frequently seeing the "Ornithorhynchus paradoxus" in the 
Glenelg River, although he was actually in what is now the state of Victoria at the time 
(Mitchell, 1838). No mention is made of the platypus by Johnston (1936) in his address on a 
Hundred Years of Zoology in South Australia. 

There is no doubt however, that the platypus occurred in the colony of South Australia at the 
time of its establishment. In 1841 a specimen was sent to the British Museum by the then 
Governor, Captain George Grey (Hale and Somerville, 1942; Hale, 1956; Jenkins, pers. 
comm.). The status of the species is another matter and its numbers have probably always 
been low and its distribution possibly limited. A. Zietz, a museum curator around the turn of 
the century is reported to have said that the species was "numerous" in the Torrens River in 
the early days of the colony (Hale and Somerville, 1942; Hale, 1956) but this statement is not 
substantiated anywhere else in the historical literature. In an article entitled No. 10 The 
Mountains, published in a series on The Natural History of the Colony in the South Australian 
Register during 1840, an anonymous writer discussed the natural history of the Mt. Lofty 
Ranges, but did not mention the platypus. Bennett (1860) indicated that he was not aware of 
the occurrence of the species in South Australia. 

Table 3.3 presents a detailed list of all of the actual specimens of platypuses recorded in 
South Australia since the inception of the Colony. This includes 11 specimens from the 
Murray River, 4 from the Adelaide and Mt. Lofty Ranges area and one from the south-east. 
Sixteen specimens collected in over 150 years strongly suggests that the species has never 
been common in the state. 

After the specimen sent to London by Governor Grey, the next to turn up, and apparently 
"the first that has been found in these parts, or so near to Adelaide" (Hale, 1956), was a male 
specimen donated to the South Australian Museum by Mr. Robert Davenport of "Battunga" 
station near Macclesfield. This animal was "seen" (Adelaide News, 16.4.1940), "found" 
(Hale, 1956), "taken" (Adelaide Advertiser, 13.3.1940) or possibly "shot" (Hill and Hill, 1875; 
Hale and Somerville, 1942) in either the Onkaparinga River (Hale and Somerville, 1942) or 
the Angas River (Faull, 1980) in December, 1867. The number of references to this platypus 
at first seemed to indicate that there were several animals involved, however further research 
definitely shows that the references are all to a single animal. Davenport was the owner of 
"Battunga", which is on the headwaters of the Angas River, and despite the fact that most 
reports indicate the animal being on Davenport's property, the original correspondence with 
the Museum shows that it was collected from the Onkaparinga River. 

The next specimen was a partially decomposed carcass picked up by a Mr. W. Forester in 
the Torrens River in Adelaide after a flood in 1892. At that stage it was considered that "the 
duckbilled platypus (Ornithorhynchus paradoxus) inhabits South Australia, but is very rarely 
found" (Woods, 1894). Two years later one was caught in a fishing net in the Lower Murray 
at Murray Bridge. 

Around the turn of the century a platypus skin was auctioned by Mr. H.W. Crompton, a local 
furrier (Hale, 1956; Adelaide Advertiser, 13.3.1940), which was reputed to have come from 
around Strathalbyn. Two more were caught at Wellington on the Lower Murray in 1904 and 
1905 respectively (Hale and Somerville, 1942; Hale, 1956) and a number have been caught 
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at infrequent intervals from the Riverland to Lake Alexandrina since that time. However, none 
have been taken in the Mt. Lofty Ranges since around 1900. 

Burrell (1927), on the Authority of Mr. E.R. Waite, then Director of the South Australian 
Museum, listed the Murray, Onkaparinga and Glenelg Rivers as containing platypuses and 
Hale (1956) mentions reports from the Myponga, Finnis, Inman, Lower Murray and Glenelg 
Rivers. According to Mr. H.H. Finlayson, a prominent South Australian mammologist, "all I 
would be prepared to say is that in the period of my active interest in mammals (1920-1960 
circa) if it occurred at all, it must have been quite rare [in South Australia](pers. comm, 1990). 

The species was protected by the Animals Protection Act, 1912, but historical records 
suggest that by the turn of the century, the species may well have been extremely RARE, or 
even EXTINCT in the Mt. Lofty Ranges and still uncommon in the rest of mainland South 
Australia. 

The introduction of platypuses to Kangaroo Island began with the release of 2 males and 1 
female into the Rocky River from Tasmania in 1929 (Report of the Fauna and Flora Board of 
South Australia, 30th June, 1929). The number and dates of subsequent releases are not 
clear. According to Fleay (1980) two lots of 5 animals (a total of 5 male and 5 female) were 
transported from Victoria and released on the 11th and 18th February, 1940. However, a list 
in the Draft Management Plan for Flinders Chase National Park indicates that 6 animals were 
released in 1941 and another 6 in 1946. Two articles in the Adelaide News on 16th April, 
1940 tell of plans to ship six pairs of Victorian platypuses to South Australia, 5 of which were 
to go to Kangaroo Island and one to the Adelaide Zoo. 

There are no current records at the Adelaide Zoo, which indicate that platypuses have ever 
been kept there (David J. Langdon, Acting Director, pers. comm., 1990). In his original paper 
in the Victorian Naturalist, Fleay (1941) gave the dates of 11th and 18th of February, 1941 
for the transfer of two lots of 5 animals to Kangaroo Island. This still does not tally with the 6 
listed for that year by the National Parks and Wildlife Service data. 

 
3.4 ABORIGINAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND PALAEONTOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

There is considerable literature on the culture and language of the aboriginal peoples of 
South Australia, especially those of the Lower Murray (several tribes, including the 
Jarildekald) and the Adelaide Plains (Kaurna) (Appendix III). Several workers describe the 
fishing, hunting and diet of both of these groups of people (Cawthorne, 1926; Edwards, 1972; 
Harvey, 1943; Meyer, 1846; Taplin, 1878; Woods, 1879), while others describe these 
activities for other groups along the Murray River (Eyre, 1845), including the Erawirunga from 
around the present Riverland area (Andison,1953; Woolmer, 1974). None of these 
descriptions include the use of the platypus either as food or as a source of skins. 

Published vocabularies for these areas also do not list the platypus (Meyer, 1843; 
Moorehouse, 1846; Taplin, 1879; Teichelman and Schurman, 1840). Eyre (1845) indicates 
that boys were not permitted to eat "the female water-mole (nee-witke)", that young men 
could not eat "a kind of water-mole (nee-witke)" and that mature young women were also 
forbidden to eat this animal. In his detailed descriptions of hunting and fishing and quite 
exhaustive lists of the primary and secondary food items of the aborigines (tribes and 
localities unspecified, although he was Magistrate of the Murray River area, based at 
Moorunde - near the present site of Blanchetown) of the Murray River he does not mention 
the platypus. 

In Hale and Somerville (1942), Tindale is quoted as saying that "the natives of one part of the 
Murray were able to describe the platypus and said there was an aboriginal name for it." This 
name may well have been the "nee-witke" mentioned by Eyre (1845) and this may indicate 
the presence of the species in the lower Murray district in pre-European times. Tindale, in 
Tindale and Pretty (1978), suggests that the description of the mythological water spirit, the 
dread "Mulgewanke" mentioned by Taplin (1878) may refer to the platypus. Woolmer (pers. 
comm., 1990) is in agreement with this suggestion, as he has spoken to a descendant of the 
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original Narinyeri (Jarildekald) who indicated that "Mulgewanke" could take the form of the 
platypus when it suited him. 

Again this occurrence of the species in aboriginal culture suggests its presence in the area, 
however, it should be noted that Taplin's (1978) description of the "Mulgewanke" seems very 
unlike that of a platypus: 

"The booming sound which is heard frequently in Lake Alexandrina is ascribed to him, and 
they think it causes rheumatism to those who hear it. He is represented as a curious being, 
half man half fish, and instead of hair a matted crop of reeds".  

"Mulgewanke" is supposed to have torn the nets of the mythical warrior, Ngurunderi, and to 
entice children into the water to drown them (Tindale and Pretty, 1978). Both of these 
accounts and that of Woolmer have the animal occurring around Lake Alexandrina. 
Presumably this area would have been salt, or brackish water before the construction of the 
barrages across the mouth of the Murray River in the 1930's (Murray-Darling Ministerial 
Council, 1987). Platypuses are today seldom seen in brackish or salt water. 

Mathews (1903d) gives a short vocabulary for the Bungandity people of the Mount Gambier 
region, which does not include the platypus. Mathews was aware of the species, and it is 
included in his vocabulary lists for other areas (e.g. Mathews, 1910). 

Hale and Tindale (1925) mention a rock carving near Copley, in the Flinders Ranges, which 
may represent a platypus, and indicate that both its discoverer (Basedow, 1925) and 
themselves had reports of a platypus in Dalhousie Springs, north of the Flinders Ranges. 
Neither of these reports has been substantiated and Johnston (1943) is of the opinion that 
the rock carving could as easily have been representations of an echidna or turtle. 

Palaeontological excavations from Lake Victoria to the Chowilla (Marshall, 1973; late 
Pleistocene) area in the Riverland found water-rat (Hydromys) bones but none of platypuses, 
as did archaeological excavation of two rock shelters (4,000-5,000 years old) in the lower 
Murray Valley, at Fromm's Landing (Wakefield, 1964) and Devon Downs (Smith 1982). 
Reference to the water-rat is not found in the literature on hunting, fishing and food, although 
Taplin (1879) mentions it in his vocabulary ("rekalde") and as a species not permitted to be 
eaten by young men between initiation and adulthood. It is interesting that Eyre's reference 
to "a kind of water mole" also indicates that it could not be eaten by young men (Eyre, 1845). 
The water-rat was obviously used for food but is not assessed by Smith (1982) as a major 
food item. 

Few data are available on the aborigines of Kangaroo Island (Nauo)(Tindale, 1974) but the 
platypus is not mentioned by Johnston (1936), who discusses the early wildlife of the Island, 
including the observations of the French explorers and the whalers. Hope (pers. comm, 
1990) indicated that no platypus material had been found in palaeontological excavations on 
Kangaroo Island. 

The available evidence seems to indicate that the platypus has probably always been 
UNCOMMON in South Australia, as it receives little mention in published vocabularies of the 
native peoples of the area and is given scant mention in the literature on their culture. The 
water-rat is also mentioned very little in this literature and it can be suggested that this 
species has probably become more common during the European settlement; a view also 
expressed for Gippsland in Victoria by Smales (1984). 
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Figure 3.2 summarises the aboriginal, archaeological and palaeontological  information 
relating to platypuses in South Australia. 

 

        Mentioned in Aboriginal literature         

 

 

South Australia 

Victoria 

Kangaroo Is. 

Adelaide 

NSW 

Not mentioned in consulted Aboriginal literature 

Not found in reported archaeological/palaeontological excavations 
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3.5 CONCLUSIONS 

The evidence collected to date suggests that the original hypothesis proposed is 
substantiated and that the platypus was probably UNCOMMON when the colony was first 
settled by Europeans. Since that time its distribution has probably contracted so that it is 
probably now EXTINCT in the Mount Lofty Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula area and is RARE in 
the Murray valley. 

3.6 POSSIBLE REASONS FOR DECLINE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

South Australia seems to be the main state in which the distribution of the platypus has 
changed for the worse since European settlement. It is difficult to determine if the species 
was once more common in the Murray River than it is today, but it is certain that the species' 
range has been truncated in the Mount Lofty Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula area where it did 
once occur, albeit in fairly small numbers. 

3.6.1 Hunting  

Platypuses were hunted for their skins in other states in which they occurred (Burrell, 1927; 
Barrett, 1944; see also Section 2.3). There is little evidence that such an industry existed in 
South Australia. A platypus rug, consisting of 63 pelts, is housed in the Museum of Victoria 
(Specimen No. C1919), which was made by the furrier H. Lawrence, 122 Rundle Street, 
Adelaide prior to 1885. It proved impossible to locate information on H. Lawrence from 
sources, including the Public Records Library of South Australia. However, it seems likely 
that the skins probably came from interstate, as in 1840 a Mr. W. Peacock wrote to the Editor 
of the South Australian Register (10.12.1840) deploring the fact that there was very little in 
the way of tanning and production of skins in the colony at that time. This, and the fact that 
the platypus was a curiosity in 1867, when the Davenport specimen was donated to the 
Museum, and that a single skin was auctioned around 1900 (Hale, 1956) suggests that it was 
not the presence of a fur industry in the early days of the colony which led to the demise of 
the platypus in the rivers around Adelaide.  

3.6.2 Predation  

Both historically (Woods, 1894) and in recent times (Dr. Phil Suter, Engineering and Water 
Supply Department, pers. comm.), most rivers in the Mount Lofty Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula 
area have suffered reduced flows by the end of the dry summer months, with most being 
frequently reduced to strings of water holes. Under such circumstances, any platypuses 
moving between these pools in search of a shrinking food resource would be subject to 
predation. It has been suggested (John Wamsley, pers. comm. Circa 1986) that fox 
predation at this time could have been sufficient to have eliminated the platypus from these 
areas. According to Jones (1925) the fox was widespread in South Australia by the turn of 
the Century, after its introduction to Victoria in the 1860's. It is interesting to note that on 
Kangaroo Island, the introduced population of platypuses has survived such reductions in its 
habitat in most years, although there is dispersal and heavy mortality of juvenile animals 
(Section 3.3 and Table 3.46). There are no foxes on Kangaroo Island. 

There are data indicating that platypuses in other states are still taken by foxes. Brunner et al 
(1976) and Brunner et al (1977) found platypus material in 6 fox scats from two areas in 
Victoria. Brown and Triggs (1990) found a small proportion (0.4%) of fox scats in Gippsland 
containing platypuses, and there were 2 reports of platypuses being killed by foxes in a 

                                            
6 Ellis (2000). Relevant Current References 
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questionnaire survey in New South Wales (Grant, 1988)7. While it is true that platypuses 
survive such conditions in other states during droughts (Grant, 1989), it is possible that this 
very efficient new predator could just have made the difference to a species, such as the 
platypus, living in a habitat as marginal as that existing in the Mount Lofty Ranges and 
Fleurieu Peninsula. 

3.6.3  Disturbance to Riverine Habitats  

Grant (1988) discussed the potential impacts of riverine disturbances on platypus 
populations in New South Wales. These include the construction and operation of 
impoundments, pollution, agriculture and forestry operations, extractive industries and 
fishing. 

As the platypus was probably uncommon throughout the Mount Lofty Ranges and Fleurieu 
Peninsula by the time most of these activities began to affect rivers in the Colony, it is 
probably unlikely that they led to its decline in these areas. 

For example, the Gorge Weir on the Torrens river was completed in 1860 and diverted water 
to the Thornton Park Reservoir and later to the Hope Valley Reservoir in 1872 (Engineering 
and Water Supply Dept., 1987). This abstraction of water from the Torrens River could have 
affected the availability of platypus habitat during dry times. However, as storages on other 
rivers were not constructed until after 1930 (Engineering and Water Supply Dept, 1988a,b), 
by which time the platypus was probably already rare or extinct in the Mount Lofty Ranges 
and Fleurieu Peninsula, it seems unlikely that impoundments and their operation contributed 
to the reduction of the species' distribution in South Australia. 

Similarly, pollution, agriculture and forestry operations and extractive industries probably 
cannot be implicated, although collectively they could have contributed in changing a habitat, 
which was already marginal for the species. It has been found in New South Wales that 
platypuses occur commonly in rivers and creeks whose catchments have been disturbed by 
agricultural and forestry practices (Grant, 1988)8. However, nothing is known of the effects of 
these practices on numbers of the species. 

3.6.4  Changes to the Murray River  

Platypuses are still occasionally seen or captured in the Murray River in South Australia . It 
seems however, that they have never been common in this part of the river (Section 3.3, 3.4 
and Table 3.3), and it is not known whether there have ever been breeding populations, or if 
the irregular sightings or captures are of animals which have been moved downstream from 
headwater areas. There is some evidence for this suggestion in that 8 of the 11 specimens 
listed in Table 3.3 were caught or seen during flood years or within a few years of floods. 

Reynolds (1976) indicated that the building of the weir and Lock #1 at Blanchetown altered 
the pattern of flow in the Murray River from one in which annual high flows were followed by 
very low ones, to a situation where inundation of the low-lying areas of the flood plain 
became irregular. This apparently reduced the spawning of both callop (Golden Perch) and 
Murray cod in the river. The addition of a further 5 weirs and locks within South Australia, 
between 1922 and 1930 changed the River from a lotic (flowing river) to a lacustrine (series 
of lakes) system. Further regulation of the River upstream (e.g. construction of Hume 
Reservoir in 1936) altered the natural flow and temperature regimes in the river, caused bank 
erosion, sedimentation and turbidity, reduced the periodic flooding of billabongs and wetland 
areas and contributed to salination problems (Walker, 1985; National Environmental 
Consultancy, 1988; Bennison et al, 1989). 

All of these changes may have been of little consequence to the platypus, which may not 
have occupied the River to any extent in its pristine state. Little is known of the fine detail of 

                                            
7 Serena et al (1994) and a number of more recent reports of fox predation to author (TRG) 
8 Marchant and Grant (2015) 
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habitat requirements in the species, and it is possible that even the undisturbed river did not 
provide suitable habitat for the platypus. Certainly there are few historical records of its 
occurrence.  

Table 3.5  Platypus records for the Murray River related to flooding. 
 

SEEN/CAUGHT DATE LAST FLOOD APPROX.HEIGHT AT 
    DATE MORGAN (METRES)* 

Murray Bridge 1894 1890 8.5 
  1994 8.5 

Overland Corner 1939 1939 7.8 

Renmark 1940 1939 7.8 

Blanchetown 1958 1956 11.3 
  1958 6.7 

Wellington 1960 1960 6.7 

Renmark 1975 1974 >8.5 
  1975 >8.5 

Lyrup 1975 1974 
>8.5 
>8.5 

Renmark 1990 1990 - 

 
* from Reynolds, 1976 

It is also possible that the fishery, which was established in South Australia in the 1850's, 
reduced platypus populations to very low numbers. In the 1950's around 350 tonnes of callop 
and Murray cod were taken annually from the river (Pierce, 1990), and with the use of drum 
nets, this had increased to around 400 tonnes being railed to Melbourne and Adelaide by the 
turn of the Century (Dannevig, 1903). Drum nets of 4" (10cm) mesh (15cm on wings) were 
normally employed, but mesh sizes as low as 2" (0.5cm) were used. Gill nets of between 3.5 
and 6" (9-15cm) mesh were also widely utilised (Stead, 1903). Both of these fishing methods 
are known to capture (and drown) platypuses. Apart from the one reference of Eyre (1845) to 
the "kind of water mole" (nee witke), pre-European history suggests that this did not happen 
often as platypuses were not common in the River. However, it cannot be ruled out as a 
possibility. 

3.7  MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH 

Obviously it is essential to carry out survey work to establish if the platypus is indeed extinct 
in the Mount Lofty Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula area, and to determine management priorities 
(if any) from that base. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that field work be funded by A.N.P.W.S. to follow-up the reported 
sightings in the Broughton River, in Tookayerta and Aldgate Creeks and in Deep Creek, as 
well as in other rivers mentioned in various historical accounts as being possible haunts of 
the species (Onkaparinga, Myponga, Finnis and Inman Rivers). 
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In the event of animals being found IT IS RECOMMENDED that any population be the 
subject of a separate study and development of appropriate Management Plan(s). 

If it was considered desirable by the South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service to 
at any time re-introduce platypuses to the Mount Lofty Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula area, the 
following RECOMMENDATIONS are made: 

(a) that juvenile animals from the breeding programme at Warrawong Sanctuary, or  
     from Kangaroo Island be used for this purpose initially, but that 
 
(b) stock from interstate be added later to any successfully re-established population  
     to avoid any effects of lack of genetic diversity arising from the founder nature of 
     the population on Kangaroo Island (Section 3.3). 
 
(c) that any such re-established populations be included in conservation parks, and   
     that consideration be given to some form of fox control for any such park (e.g.  
     fencing or fox destruction programme). 
 
(d) that advice be sought from limnologists at the Engineering and Water Supply  
     Department with regard to the suitability of areas to release animals; in terms of  
     adequacy of water supply and availability of benthic food organisms. 

 

Studies conducted during the lactating season in the Murray River, particularly in the 
Riverland, where most recent sightings/captures have occurred, would enable the breeding 
status of any existing population to be determined. Since December, 1989 net fishing (both 
amateur and professional) has been banned in all of the backwaters of the River Murray 
(Pierce, 1990). This removal of pressure on any existing platypus populations should permit 
their numbers to increase, if the present habitat is suitable. 

It has also been suggested (Dr. Bryan Pierce, South Australian Dept, of Fisheries) that it may 
be worthwhile to introduce reasonable numbers of platypuses into such a backwater area 
and to monitor the establishment (or demise) of such a population. The Chowilla area, 
upstream of Renmark would seem a suitable area to attempt such an introduction, as the 
backwater system there has considerable area of consolidated bank, which platypuses could 
use for burrows (personal observation). 
Although the River has been significantly changed from its pre-European state (including 
changed flow regimes and increased salinity), establishment or otherwise of the introduced 
animals may shed light on the suitability of the habitat for platypuses, and give some 
indication of historical occupation of the area by the species, before the establishment of the 
early fishery. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that A.N.P.W.S. fund work to determine the nature and breeding 
status of any platypus populations in the Riverland area around Renmark and Berri. 

In the event that populations are discovered, IT IS RECOMMENDED that these areas be 
included in Conservation Parks and be the subject of separate Plans of Management. 

The suggestion of introduction of platypuses to a backwater area of the River, and their 
subsequent monitoring is supported in principle, and IT IS RECOMMENDED that juvenile 
animals be used for this purpose, rather than relocating established adults (see Grant and 
Denny, 1987). The breeding of platypuses at Warrawong Sanctuary supports this 
recommendation (The Advertiser, Adelaide, 5th February, 1991 and discussion above). 

At present professional fishermen working the River Murray in South Australia use drum nets 
with a minimum mesh of 7.5cm (~ 3")(and of 15cm for wings) and gill nets of no minimum 
mesh size (most are 10 - 15cm)(Dr. Bryan Pierce, S.A. Dept. Fisheries, pers. comm.). Gill 
nets of up to 15cm are known to capture platypuses, as they become entangled in the loose 
meshes of the net. Trials with drum nets (Section 6.6.1) of 13cm (the legal mesh in N.S.W.) 
showed that female and small male platypuses could escape through the meshes held tightly 
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over the hoops of the drums. Unfortunately these trials did not included any very large male 
animals, which might be impeded by this size of mesh. It is suggested that more experiments 
be carried out to determine a mesh size, which would permit all platypuses to escape. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that the MINIMUM mesh size for drum nets in South Australia be 
raised to the same mesh as their wings (i.e. 15cm), and that the use of gill nets (apparently 
used mainly to capture bait species) be severely restricted or banned from use, if breeding 
platypus populations are discovered in the Murray River, or if animals are re-introduced to 
the River. 

The population on Kangaroo Island has persisted since its introduction in the 1940's (Section 
3.3)9 in spite of regular contraction of its habitat. This population provides a model for what 
occurs during droughts on the rest of mainland Australia and probably for the Mount Lofty 
Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula area in historic times, before the introduction of the fox. IT IS 
RECOMMENDED that the South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service be 
encouraged to fund a study into the ecology10 and genetics of this population. 
 

                                            
9 Serena and Williams (1997); Ellis (2000) 
10 Ellis (2000) 
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CHAPTER 4         TASMANIA 

4.1      INTRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 

Breton (1833), Gould (1863) and Ogilby (1892) all note Tasmania as being included in the 
distribution of the platypus before the turn of the 20th Century. Howeler-Coy (1966) also 
notes that the species was used as food by the original inhabitants of Tasmania. The species 
was protected by law in this state in 1907 (Animal and Bird Protection Act) and Lord (in 
Burrell, 1927) reported it as being "generally distributed throughout Tasmania", but added a 
cautionary note that "the advance of settlement is reducing the numbers in the rivers, and the 
mountain lakes will be its stronghold in the future". This pessimism seems to have been 
unfounded, with Temple-Smith (1973) indicating that "the platypus is abundant in most 
waterways throughout the state occurring not only in the larger river systems, such as the 
Derwent, Huon, Pieman, Mersey, Forth and Serpentine, but also in the smaller creeks and 
feeder streams and in many of the lakes and tarns of the central and southern highlands". 

Temple-Smith's assessment seems to have been correct, even up to the present, and it 
would seem that the status of the platypus is secure in Tasmania11. 

In this study, data on captures/sightings of platypuses in Tasmania were provided by the 
Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife Service (TASPAWS; now Department of Parks, 
Wildlife and Heritage). These data have been collected from reports of a variety of observers 
but no state wide survey of platypus distribution has been done (Rounsevell, 1988). In 
addition to this, questionnaires (Appendix I) were circulated to National Parks personnel in an 
attempt to collect the most up-to-date records. Some of these questionnaires were also 
subsequently returned by officers of other Government instrumentalities (e.g. Inland 
Fisheries Commission) and members of the public. Because some recipients of the 
questionnaire copied it, it was not possible to determine how many were circulated, but a 
total of 128 reports were received from the survey. Specimens in the Tasmanian Museum 
and Art Gallery, Hobart and in the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery, Launceston were 
studied and a range of historical literature was consulted, including the journals listed in 
Appendix V. 

The data from the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife (Department of Conservation and Environment) 
were collated into time periods. These periods have been used to group data for other states 
and will be used in the separate discussions for each state, which make up the rest of this 
report. To these is added a 4th period, which includes information gathered from literature on 
Aboriginal culture and language (Appendices III and IV) and from 
palaeontology/archaeology. 

The periods are as follows: 
 

Period 1 1970 to 1990 RECENT 

Period 2 1900 to 1969    EUROPEAN HISTORICAL 

Period 3 Pre 1900          EUROPEAN HISTORICAL 

Period 4 - ABORIGINAL, 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 
PALAEONTOLOGICAL 

 
                                            
11 A pathogenic fungal disease (Mucor amphibiorum), which appeared to occur at a relatively high incidence in 
some populations during the 1980s to late 1990s, and was fatal in many infected individuals (Connolly, 2009). 
Currently, the disease still appears to be present in low incidence (Gust et al, 2009) and not of immediate threat 
to the species in Tasmania. Its occurrence has not been documented from mainland platypus populations. 
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4.2 RECENT EVIDENCE 

The sightings/captures made after 1970 and included in the TASPAWS data base are 
presented in Figure 4.1. The river systems in which platypuses are currently found are listed 
in Table 4.1. It can be seen from these that the species is currently widespread in the state, 
occupying at least 15 of the 19 river systems (79%). 
 
Areas shown in either Table 4.1 or Figure 4.1 as not currently being occupied by the species 
may simply reflect non-reporting of animals in these areas. It seems likely that the animal is 
even more widely distributed throughout the state than these data indicate. For example, a 
recent report was received of platypuses in a creek flowing into the Jordan River near Jerico, 
an area not marked on the map of Tasmania in Figure 4.1. Platypuses are apparently absent 
from the islands of the Furneaux Group (Rounsevell, pers. comm.), while occurring on King 
Island and possibly Three Hummock Island (Hope, 1973) and on Bruny Island (Rounsevell, 
1988). The occurrence of the species on the latter two islands has not been confirmed 
recently (Rounsevell, pers. comm., 1991). 

Information from the questionnaire survey produced no new areas of platypus occurrence, 
but rather confirmed their known distribution. These data for each river system are shown in 
Table 4.1. 

4.3   EUROPEAN HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

Figure 4.2 shows sightings/captures of platypuses between 1900 and 1969, taken from 
TASPAWS records, museum records and reports in literature. The information used in this 
figure, apart from the TASPAWS records, is given in detail in Appendix VIA, which includes 
references. These data indicate that during this period platypuses were present over much of 
their present distribution, although there are few records from the north west and south west 
of the state. This almost certainly represents lack of reports, rather than lack of occurrence in 
the south west, where the species is currently common, and is an area which would have 
been little disturbed during the period from 1900- 1970. There are few recent reports from the 
north west, and it is not known if this in fact indicates lack of occurrence, although the 
occurrence of some reports does suggest this is not the case. In recent historical times, the 
platypus is known to have occupied 13 of the 19 river systems in the state, compared with its 
known occupation of 15 of these systems in recent times (Table 4.1). 

Only 7 reports of platypuses by Europeans were found prior to 1900. These are shown in 
Figure 4.2 and are detailed in Appendix VIB. Platypuses were known at that time to occupy 6 
of the 19 river systems in the state, including the East Coast, Derwent, Huon, Mersey and 
Tamar Rivers and King Island (Table 4.1). This distribution undoubtedly reflects the 
occurrence of observers rather than that of the platypus itself. 

It is interesting to note that platypuses have even been reported recently within the greater 
metropolitan area of Hobart (e.g. Strickland Av., Hobart, 1961, Sandy Bay, 1969; Kettering, 
1984; Margate, 1989 - Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery records). 
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 RECORDS  

RIVER SYSTEM POST 
1970 

1900-
1969 

Pre 1900 ABORIGINAL 

1 Flinders-Cape 
Barren Islands 

-(0) - - - 

2 East Coast √ (8) 2 1 √ 
3 Coal River √ (2) 4 - √ 
4 Derwent River √ (53) 24 2 √ 
5 Kingston Coast √ (8) 1 - √ 
6 Huon River √ (2) 2 1 √ 
7 South West Coast √ (5) - - √ 
8 Gordon River √ (8) - - - 
9 King-Henty Rivers √ (1) 2 - - 
10 Pieman River √ (1) 6 - - 
11 Sandy Cape Coast √ (0) - - - 
12 Arthur River √ (0) - - - 
13 King Island √ (0) 1 1 - 
14 Smithton-Burnie 

Coast 
√ (2) 5 - ? 

15 Forth River √ (13) 2 - ? 

16 Mersey River √ (1) 4 1 ? 

17 Rubicon River √ (0) - - ? 

18 Tamar River √ (18) 19 1 √ 
19 Piper-Ringarooma 

Rivers 
√ (6) 6 - √ 

19  15/(128) 13/78 6/7 12/- 
 
Table 4.1   River systems in Tasmania where platypuses have been seen/captured during 
the periods:  RECENT (after 1970) FROM TASPAWS DATA BASE - Records from current 
questionnaire survey shown in brackets; EUROPEAN HISTORICAL 1900-1969 (TASPAWS 
and literature, see Appendix VI); EUROPEAN HISTORICAL pre 1900 (literature, see 
Appendix VI). √ reported or known in the area, or from the language of the area; ? possibly 
known from language, references not specific, - no reports. Number of river systems in which 
present/number of reports e.g. 15/(128) = present in 15 out of 19 river systems and 128 
reports were made in the questionnaire survey. 

4.4     ABORIGINAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND PALAEONTOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

Reference to the platypus in the sparse literature on the culture and language of Aboriginal 
peoples in Tasmania indicates that the animal was known by most of the peoples who 
occupied the east coast areas (Milligan, 1855; Roth, 1890; Plomley, 1976), the lake districts 
of central Tasmania (Plomley, 1966), the coastal areas south of Hobart (from Recherche Bay 
to Hobart and including Bruny Island - Milligan, 1855; Roth, 1890; Plomley, 1976), the 
Detention River region in the north west of the state (Plomley, 1976) and the north coast 
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(including Cape Portland to the Tamar and possibly further west - Plomley, 1966; 1976). 
These areas are shown in Figure 4.3 and details of the hunting, use as food and occurrence 
of a word for platypus in languages are given in Appendices III & IV. 

No reference was found to the occurrence of platypuses in the west of the state, which Jones 
(in Tindale, 1974) indicated was largely "unoccupied". However, recent archaeological 
excavations in the south of the state have unearthed platypus post-cranial material of late 
Pleistocene to Holocene age (around 30,000-600 years old) at sites of human occupation 
(Brendan Marshall, Dept. Archaeology, La Trobe University, pers. comm12.; Cosgrove et al., 
1990; Geering, 1983; Vanderval and Horton, 1984)(Figure 2.3). Marshall (pers. comm., 
1991) is of the opinion that the human use of platypuses as food in southern Tasmania 
reflects the abundance of the species during the late Pleistocene. 

4.5  CONCLUSIONS 
 
In spite of human disturbance of many areas of its habitat, and it being hunted for its fur, 
before legal protection (and possibly after - Lord, in Burrell, 1927), the platypus would appear 
to be COMMON throughout Tasmania. 

 

Figure 4.1  Distribution of the platypus in Tasmania from TASPAWS data base 1990. 
 
 
  

                                            
12 Marshall (1992) 

Grids in which platypuses have been reported since 1970 • 
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Figure 4.2  Distribution of the platypus since European settlement of Tasmania.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O TASPAWS data base reports between 1900 and 1969 

Other reports pre-1990 (Appendix VIA) 

Other reports pre-1990 (Appendix VIB) 
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Figure 4.3  Distribution of platypuses in Tasmania assessed from literature on Aboriginal 
culture and language and from archaeological/palaeontological information (see Appendix 
III). 

 
 Approximate areas where the original inhabitants are reported to 
have used the species for food. Hunting or in their language 

Platypus material found in archaeological/palaeontoligical 
excavations. 
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4.6   ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
Rounsevell (1988) considered the possible impacts of recent human activity on the platypus 
in Tasmania. These included the effects of damming and diversion of rivers, pollution, 
agricultural and forestry activities in catchment areas, the eel fishery and mortality due to 
road kills and, more recently, due to disease. At this stage it seems that none of these has 
had the effect of reducing the status of the species in Tasmania, but little research has been 
carried out which could assess their effects on abundance of the species in the state or on 
local populations. 

4.6.1  The Construction and Operation of Impoundments. 

The species has co-existed with these riverine developments for some considerable time. 
Grant (1981; 1987; 1988) has studied the actual and potential impacts of the construction 
and operation of impoundments on the platypus. In New South Wales, platypuses do not 
occur in the deep waters of the larger impoundments, but are regularly found both upstream 
and downstream of these (Grant, 1988). 

4.6.2  Water Pollution 

  Organic pollution from sewage outfalls do not appear to have been investigated in Tasmania 
with respect to their effects on platypus populations. However, Grant (1988) found that 
platypuses occurred downstream of many sewage outfalls in New South Wales. 

Rounsevell (1988) has discussed the effects of heavy metal pollution from mine tailings on 
platypus populations. Platypuses are apparently currently found in Storys Creek and parts of 
the South Esk River system still affected by high levels of cadmium, zinc, copper and lead 
leachates from old mine tailings discharges at Storys Creek and Rosarden. Unlike the 
discharges of organic pollutants, heavy metals are known to reduce the abundance of 
benthic food organisms as well as their diversity (Thorp and Lake, 1973; Lake et al, 1977; 
Norris et al, 1982) in some Tasmanian rivers. As discussed by Grant (1988) this has the 
potential to affect platypus populations, which are opportunistic in their choice of benthic food 
items, but are reliant on them for their food supply (Faragher et al., 1979; Grant, 1982). 
Rounsevell (1988) also pointed out that a platypus taken 100km downstream from the mines 
on tributaries of the South Esk River had 69ppm of cadmium and 17ppm of selenium in its 
liver tissue. 

Nothing is known of the toxic effects, either acute or chronic, on the platypus13. 

4.6.3  Agricultural and Forestry Operations 

These are also discussed by Grant (1988), who found that, in New South Wales, platypuses 
are frequently found in rivers flowing through land utilised for most types of agriculture and all 
types of forestry operation. Rounsevell (1988) similarly indicated that the species has 
persisted in agricultural land and that current forestry industry guidelines administered by the 
Tasmanian Forestry Commission are "intended to protect streams and rivers from siltation". 
He also points out however, that "no investigation of stream quality in logged or unlogged 
areas has included studies on Platypus"14. 
 

                                            
13 Munday et al (2002) found accumulation of organic pollutants, including PCBs, in Tasmanian platypus tissue 
but not at levels know to produce clinical effects in other mammals. 
14  Koch et al (2006) identified detrimental affects of logging in the upper catchment streams in Tasmania.  
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4.6.4  The Eel Fishery 

According to Rounsevell (1988) the advent of the eel fishery in 1965, using fyke nets 
"severely damaged platypus populations". The drowning of many platypuses resulted in the 
decline of local populations in some places (e.g. Lake Crescent). 

In early 1970s the Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife Service (now Department of Parks, 
Wildlife and Heritage) recognised the potential effect on platypuses of fyke net operations in 
the state. Seventeen platypuses were reported killed in 3 nights of fyke netting in the Fraser 
River on King Island (2.8.73) and of 12 active burrows present in the Lake Crescent area 
before fyke netting operations, none appeared to be active after the netting and 3 dead 
platypuses were found in the area (11.8.68). Randall set up an experiment in Lake Crescent 
and Dee Lagoon where 8 fyke nets were used along the shorelines in 1 metre of water and 
20 metres apart. Each alternate net had the mouth screened with a tightly fitted mesh 
(10cm). The results are shown in Table 4.2 which indicate that screened nets may admit 
fewer eels (and trout), although redfin still entered, and seemed to keep platypuses out (P. 
Murrell, Director, Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife Service, Hobart, personal 
communication). 

Grant (unpublished data, 1990) tested the effectiveness of a 10cm screen over a fyke net in 
N.S.W. by releasing 6 platypuses between the wing of a net and the bank. Three out of 4 
animals released at night swam straight through the mesh into the fyke net, while 1 of those 
released in daylight touched the mesh, backed off and forced its way under the wing, while 
the other readily entered the net. The Victorian authorities carried out trials with 5 and 10cm 
screens. The smaller screen prevented platypuses from entering but also significantly 
reduced eel catches, while results for the larger screen were equivocal (K.J. Street, 
Department of Conservation Forests and Lands, pers. comm., 1986)15. 

LOCATION/DATE SCREENED NETS  UNSCREENED NETS 

 P E T G R  P E T G R 
LAKE CRESCENT            
10-12.11.75 0 5 0 28 0  1 4 4 17 0 
3-5.12.75 0 2 0 59 0  0 20 2 37 0 
DEE LAGOON            
17-19.3.76 0 1 0 0 >300  1 0 1 0 >300 
7-9.4.76 0 1 0 0 40  0 0 0 0 16 
 
Table 4.2  Results of fyke net trials in Lake Crescent and Dee Lagoon, 1975/76 (Source: P. 
Murrell, Director, Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife Service). P, platypus; E, eels; T, 
trout; G, galaxids, R, redfin. 

Eel-fishing operations in Tasmania are concentrated on the short-finned species (Anguilla 
australis). The fishery has been traditionally based on the use of fyke nets, but due to conflict 
between operations with this equipment, trout fishing interests and wildlife considerations, 
the regulations in Tasmania have been modified in recent years. Fyke netting is no longer 
permitted in prime trout waters (where platypuses are also common) and, where they are 
used, the entrances of these nets must be screened with a 10cm mesh (Inland Fisheries 
Regulations, 1973) to reduce the entry of wildlife species. Current closures, which are 

                                            
15  Grant et al (2004) further investigated by-catch reduction entrance rings in eel traps in NSW. 
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complex, mean that fyke netting is mainly restricted to farm dams, inland marshes, coastal 
lagoons and lakes in lowland areas (Wayne Fulton, Inland Fisheries Commission, Hobart, 
pers. comm.; Rounsevell, 1988). The conflict between trout fishing, wildlife and eel fishing 
has been further alleviated in Tasmania by the establishment of a migratory eel fishery, 
where 10-15 year old maturing adult eels are captured in fixed traps placed across streams. 
These traps are above the water level at the top, and presumably do not drown platypuses 
which enter them (Sloane, 1982, 1984). Migratory fishing is carried out mainly in small rivers, 
which drain the highland lakes and marshes (Rounsevell, 1988). Sloane (1982) points out 
that the fishery in Tasmania is relatively small and that most eels are exported frozen, 
although there is a small local market for smoked eel, eel pate and for shark bait (long-finned 
eels). The fishery peaked at an annual production of nearly 100 tonnes in the 1967-68 
season, but has declined to range between 20 and 40 tonnes in recent years. Catch/unit 
effort has declined in Tasmania in recent years, probably due, at least in some areas, to 
reduction in stock. Over the past decade the industry has captured 1.6-2.8 kg/net/day 
between 1977 and 1982 (Sloane, 1982). 

Although the effectiveness of the 10cm screens in fyke nets is in question, a combination of 
their use and restrictions on where fyke nets can be used has significantly reduced the 
drowning of platypuses to a point where the fishery is not considered a threat to the species 
(Wayne Fulton, Inland Fisheries Commission; David Rounsevell, Department of Parks, 
Wildlife and Heritage, pers. comm.). 

As in other states, there is some platypus mortality associated with illegal fishing and with 
fishing for scientific purposes. 

4.6.5  Road Kills 

Tasmania seem to be unique in that significant numbers of platypuses are reported as road 
kills (Tyson, 1980; Rounsevell, 1988; Obendorf, 1990; Queen Victoria Museum specimens; 
questionnaire survey). Those reported by both Tyson (4) and Obendorf (3) and from the 
questionnaire survey (1) were all found close to where roads crossed natural watercourses. 
Five of the creek crossings consisted of pipes, one was a culvert (blocked) and the other two 
were unspecified, but one was noted as impeding the passage of the platypus upstream. 
More recently 6 platypuses have been reported as road kills near culverts under roads, 
including one on the recently completed Deloraine By-Pass (Taylor and Mooney, 1991; 
Taylor et al., 1991). The culvert on this bypass was large and three-quarters full of water, so 
that it remains a mystery why the platypus had chosen to attempt to cross the road instead of 
swimming through the culvert, through which the water was flowing slowly (Taylor et al., 
1991). Such mortality could be quite significant at a local level, where the population of a 
small watercourse may be quite low and depend on a considerable foraging range to support 
itself. 

These finds in Tasmania could occur as a result of the lack of scavenging by foxes16, or 
could indicate the abundance of the species. If the former is the case, road kills could also be 
an important, but undocumented, cause of mortality on the mainland as well. 

According to Rounsevell (1988) road construction engineers in government departments in 
Tasmania are trained to design culverts allowing safe passage of platypuses and other 
wildlife. These culverts are ones which have unobstructed access from both sides 
(Rounsevell, pers. comm., 1991), however, the Deloraine experience referred to above 
indicates that the use of under-road culverts by platypuses need further research. 

                                            
16 Foxes are now thought to have been introduced to Tasmania but numbers and distribution are largely 
unknown (http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/?base=3026)  
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4.6.6  Disease Mortality 

Little is known of mortality in the platypus, including any caused by disease (Whittington, 
1988; Grant 1989). The finding of ulcerative skin disease, which results in death seems to be 
the only confirmed instance of disease mortality in the species. This was first reported by 
Mundy and Peel (1983), and was initially attributed to possible infection by cyanobacteria 
(blue-green algae). The disease organism is now known to be a fungus of the genus Mucor 
(Obendorf, 1990). The significance of this cause of mortality is not known, but it appears that 
the disease organism is one, which normally affects cane toads (Richard Whittington, pers 
comm.)17. 

4.7  MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH 

It would seem that the building and operation of impoundments and the effects of agriculture 
and forestry have not affected the distribution of platypuses in Tasmania. For this reason no 
specific management recommendations are made in relation to these activities, although IT 
IS SUGGESTED that survey work be carried out in the state and information be collated on 
the occurrence of the species in areas affected by these activities. As indicated by 
Rounsevell (1988), no studies have been carried out on the effects of any of these activities, 
and such studies by post-graduate students should be encouraged. 

A number of Tasmanian rivers which are polluted by mine effluents have platypuses in them 
(e.g. Storys Creek and South Esk). This provides an ideal opportunity to study any effects on 
such populations of heavy metal pollution; both from an ecological and toxicological point of 
view. IT IS RECOMMENDED that State or Federal authorities make funding available for 
such work, which would provide essential background for environmental impact assessment 
of any future mining projects, in Tasmania or on the mainland. 

Early problems of conflict between the eel fishing industry and platypuses seem to have 
been resolved. However, no monitoring is carried out on the effects of this activity on wildlife 
species and IT IS RECOMMENDED that some form of spot monitoring be carried out, in 
conjunction with wildlife species being included in catch returns submitted by fishermen. If 
such monitoring indicated that any significant conflict still existed, IT IS SUGGESTED that 
research be carried out into the development of alternative netting techniques (e.g. the use of 
screens between 5 and 10cm which may better restrict the entry of wildlife into nets without 
impinging too much on the catchability of eels). Such work should be carried out also in other 
states, especially in Victoria (where the fishery is based entirely on the use of fyke nets) and 
in New South Wales (where the industry is just starting)(Sections 5.6.2 & 6.6.2). 

Road kills of platypuses may well be a significant cause of mortality in the species and IT IS 
RECOMMENDED that state or federal authorities allocate funding for research into the 
extent of this mortality, both in Tasmania and on the mainland, and that culvert designs be 
assessed for their success in permitting platypuses to pass without their needing to cross 
roads. 

Diseases affecting platypuses are poorly researched. As the form of ulcerative dermatitis 
reported from Tasmania is a known cause of mortality, IT IS RECOMMENDED that funding 
be made available to study the nature and incidence of this disease in platypus populations. 

                                            
17 This disease is now known to be caused by a fungus (Mucor amphibiorum), which now appears to be in low 
incidence after having been more prevent in some populations between the 1980 and early 2000s (Connolly, 
2009; Gust et al., 2009) 
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Such a study would seem to be an ideal one for a post-graduate degree in Veterinary 
Science17. 

The distribution of platypuses in Tasmania is an intriguing one, as the species occupies a 
huge range of habitats. The literature and questionnaire surveys showed its habitat ranging 
from estuaries to alpine tarns and including farm dams and caves. During a recent trip to 
Tasmania, one of the authors (TRG) saw platypuses in Lake Dove (940m elevation in Cradle 
Mountain National Park) and Lake Dobson (1025m in Mount Field National Park) and 
followed an individual feeding in a very small alpine stream which meandered mainly 
beneath the tree roots in an area between Eagle Tarn and Lake Dobson. The questionnaire 
survey also indicated that the species is found in Lake Wilks, a hanging tarn at around 
1050m in Cradle Mountain National Park and in Lake Newdegate and Twisted Tarn in the 
Mount Field National Park at altitudes of around 1100m. Four reports were received from 
caves (see also Hamilton-Smith, 1968), 5 from farm dams and 2 from estuaries in the 128 
questionnaire returns. 

To date almost all of the research which has been carried out on the ecology of the platypus 
has been done in what is considered as "ideal" platypus habitat (Grant, 1989). That is rivers 
or streams with riffle areas, pools and earth banks consolidated with vegetation. While it may 
be true that these are the types of habitat in which large numbers of animals are found, it is 
time that their biology was studied over a range of habitat types. IT IS RECOMMENDED that 
such studies be encouraged and given at least "seed" funding by state and federal 
authorities. An understanding of this range of habitats and how they are occupied is essential 
to an understanding of the species and to its management. Again such studies would seem 
to be ideal post-graduate research projects. 

4.8   CONSERVATION STATUS 

The conservation status of the platypus, and its outlook for the future in Tasmania seems 
good. The species has coped with considerable human modification of its environment and 
has apparently recovered in numbers from the depredations of hunting for furs and, more 
recently, of an eel fishery less regulated than currently. The species' habitat is conserved in 8 
national parks and various reserves (Rounsevell, 1988), which constitute 26.2% of the land 
area of Tasmania (Tasmania Land Map 1:500,000, Recreation Areas and Land Divisions, 
Dept. of Environment and Planning, 1990). The national parks include the large areas of the 
Walls of Jerusalem, Cradle Mountain, Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers and South West National 
Parks, which are a continuous area of reserve. 

The species' conservation on the three islands on which it has occurred, or presently occurs, 
however gives more cause for concern. The Department of Parks, Wildlife and Heritage 
administers the Three Hummock Island as a Nature Reserve, however, the existence of 
platypuses on this island has not been confirmed recently. The status of the species is also 
undefined on Bruny Island, where it has been reported to occur (TASPAWS data base; David 
Rounsevell, pers. comm, 1991). Platypuses are known to occur on King Island (Green and 
McGarvie, 1971; TASPAWS data base, 1973) but are not included in any sort of reserve. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that priority be given to funding by A.N.P.W.S. of the assessment of 
the distribution of platypuses on these three Tasmanian islands and to the development of 
separate plans of management for them, giving consideration to the inclusion of any existing 
populations into some form of reserve which, will ensure protection of their habitat. 

                                            
17 Connolly (2009); Gust et al. (2009) 
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CHAPTER 5   VICTORIA 

5.1      INTRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 

In the evening of the 18th August, 1836, after "an uncommonly fine morning succeeded a 
clear frosty night", and following a 16 mile row down the Glenelg River from around where 
Dartmoor now stands, Thomas Mitchell reported frequently seeing platypuses in the river 
(Mitchell, 1839). This report is the only one of the species in Mitchell's account of his three 
major expeditions, and probably is the first recorded sighting of the animal in what is now the 
state of Victoria. Gould (1863) and Ogilby (1892) noted that the platypus occurred in the 
colony of Victoria, and later Burrell (1927) indicated that it was found in the southern 
tributaries of the Murray River as well as in the Snowy, Hopkins, Wannon and Glenelg 
Rivers. In other words, the species was widely distributed in the State. Although Carrick 
(1983) showed the distribution of the species in Victoria to be only along the eastern part of 
the state, it is generally recognised that it is still widespread in the state, except in the dry 
north western areas, and perhaps in the main channel of the Murray River (Temple-Smith, 
1973; Griffiths, 1978). 

In this study, data were obtained from the data base of the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife, 
maintained by the Wildlife Branch, Department of Conservation and Environment (Peter 
Menkhorst, pers. comm.). In addition to this, information was also gathered from a 
questionnaire survey, with questionnaires being circulated to the 320 angling clubs in the 
State. Questionnaires were photocopied by individuals and clubs and so no estimate of 
numbers circulated can be made. A copy of the questionnaire and details of its circulation are 
given in Appendix I. Professional fishermen, anglers, naturalists and other local people on 
the Murray River were interviewed with regard to recent and historical platypus sightings. 
Summaries of these interviews are recorded in Appendix II and are discussed in Sections 6.2 
and 6.3. 

Literature, including those journals listed in Appendix V, were searched for recent and 
historical sightings/captures of the species and for mentions of the animal in aboriginal 
culture or language. Records of the Victorian and Australian Museums were also searched. 

There may have been some contraction in the range of the platypus along the lower Murray 
River, downstream of Echuca, and possibly from Wilson's Promontory and the Portland 
Coast. The species has also apparently disappeared from some parts of the Wimmera-Avon 
system, but is still widespread within the state of Victoria, occupying much the same 
distribution as it did before white settlement18. 

5.1 RECENT EVIDENCE 

Figure 5.1 shows both the recent and historical distributions of platypuses contained in the 
Atlas of Victorian Wildlife data base. Table 5.1 lists the river systems in which the platypus is 
known to be present today (i.e. reported since 1970). Both of these substantiate the opinions 
of Temple-Smith (1973) and Griffiths (1978) that the species is widespread in the state, being 
found in 26 out of 31 river systems (84%). In general platypus reports are common on the 
highland areas of the dividing ranges, and on the slopes of these ranges. They are also 
common, but less so on the plains areas to the north, and tend to be uncommon in the lower 
reaches of the western tributaries of the Murray River and in the Murray River itself, although 
there have been recent reports in 10 of the 12 river systems of the Murray Darling Drainage 
Basin within Victoria. In the coastal areas, the species is also widespread, having been 
recorded from 16 out of 19 river systems on the east and south coasts (South-east Coast 

                                            
18 Current distribution Grant (2007) and Carrick et al (2008). 
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Drainage Division)(84%). There are however, a number of areas where the distribution 
seems to be disjunct. 

The information from the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife data base (Figure 5.1) indicates that 
platypuses are common in the Murray River and its tributaries as far west as Echuca, 
although there are fewer sightings or captures reported in the River itself than in its 
tributaries (particularly the Goulburn River). Downstream of Echuca and in the lower reaches 
of the Loddon, Campaspe and Avoca there are few recent reports of platypuses. Reports of 
platypuses in the Murray River downstream of Swan Hill are very uncommon and this is 
discussed in more detail in the section on distribution in New South Wales (Section 6.2). This 
north and western distribution was confirmed by the few (5) questionnaires received from 
anglers in this area of the state (Table 5.2). The 12 recent positive reports of platypuses in 
this area were from the Murray River at Tocumwal (2, 1989,90), Echuca (1, 1990), 
Torrumbarry (2, 1985,86), Barham (1, 1990) and the Wakool Junction (1, 1980), as well as 
from Gunbower Creek (1, 1989) and the upper Loddon River (1, Bridgewater, 1988,90; 2, 
Clunes, 1990). The majority of these reports were substantiated by interviews with 
professional fishermen and local people (see Appendix II and Sections 6.2 and 6.3). 
 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  II SOUTH-EAST COAST  

 RECORDS  
RIVER SYSTEM POST 

1970 
1900-
1969* 

Pre 
1900* 

ABORIGINAL 

21 East Gippsland √ 1 1 √ 
22 Snowy √ 5 1 √ 
23 Tambo √ 0 0 √ 
24 Mitchell √ 1 0 √ 
25 Thompson √ 1 0 √ 
26 La Trobe √ 0 0 - 
27 South Gippsland √ 1 0 - 
28 Bunyip √ 0 0 - 
29 Yarra √ 17 3 √ 
30 Maribyrnong √ 8 0 - 
31 Werribee √ 2 0 X 

32 Maribyrnong √ 0 0 X 

33 Barwon √ 2 1 √ 
34 Lake Corangamite X 0 0 √ 
35 Otway √ 2 0 √ 
36 Hopkins √ 4 1 √ 
37 Portland X 0 0 √ 
38 Glenelg √ 1 1 X 
39 Millicent X 0 0 X 
19  16/- 12/45 6/8 11/- 
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DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY-DARLING 
 RECORDS  

RIVER SYSTEM POST 
1970 

1900-
1969 

Pre 1900 ABORIGINAL 

1 Upper Murray √ √ (see 
NSW) 

√ (see 
NSW) 

- 

2 Kiewa √ 0 0 - 
3 Ovens √ 3 0 √ 
4 Broken √ 0 1 √ 
5 Goulburn √ 7 2 - 
6 Campaspe √ 0 1 - 
7 Loddon √ 2 2 √ 
8 Avoca X 0 1 - 
9 Murray Riverina √ √ (see 

NSW) 
√ (see 
NSW) 

√ 

14 Malee X 0 0 X 
15 Wimmera-Avon √ 1 1 √ 
26 Lower Murray √ √ (see 

NSW) 
0 X 

12  10/- 7/13 8/8 5/- 
31  26/- 19/58 14/16 16/- 
 
Table 5.1 Occurrence of platypuses in the river systems of Victoria during recent and 
historical times. 
√ = recent records exist or recorded in Aboriginal literature or vocabulary; X no recent 
records exist of its occurrence or not recorded in Aboriginal literature or vocabulary where 
such literature exists; - no references for this area on culture or vocabulary; Number of 
systems in which present/no references or records, e.g. 1900-1969 records showed that the 
species occurred in 19 out of a possible 31 river systems and the total number of records 
found was 58. *NOTE: this information is from the literature and museum records and does 
not include data from the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife, except where it may have recorded 
information from the same literature 

On the south coast there are no recent reports from the Portland, Corangamite or Millicent 
River systems. This is not surprising for the Millicent system, which is mainly a South 
Australian system, entering the state of Victoria in the drier north. The lack of platypus 
reports from the Portland Coast and Lake Corangamite and its surroundings is more 
surprising due to the fact that the Hopkins system is adjacent to both of these others and has 
a number of recent sightings. Lake Corangamite is also close to the Barwon system, and 
Portland to the Glenelg, both of which have recent recordings of platypuses being seen or 
captured. It is interesting to note that there is one historical report (Figure 5.2) from the 
Portland coast, but Burrell (1927) indicated that his information was that the species was not 
found in the Fitzroy or Eumeralla Rivers. No other reports could be found in the literature of 
records from the Portland system (Table 5.1 and Appendix VII), suggesting that perhaps the 
habitat is not suitable for the species, rather than merely that there has been a lack of 
reporting. 
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 SIGHTINGS/CAPTURES  
RIVER SYSTEM POSITIVE DATES NEGATIVE DATES 

227 South Gippsland 4 1989 1 1990 
228 Bunyip 1 1990 - - 
233 Barwon 1 1990 - - 
236 Hopkins 4 1989,90 - - 
404 Broken 1 1990 - - 
405 Goulburn 15 1989,90 - - 
407 Loddon 3 1988,90 - - 
408 Avoca - 1990 1 - 
409 Murray Riverina 8 1985-90 - - 
414 Mallee 1 1980 - - 
Total Q’Aires: 18 38  2  
 
Table 5.2 Sightings/captures recorded from the questionnaire survey conducted during late 
1990 through fishing clubs in Victoria. 

It is of further interest to note that the Aboriginal peoples occupying the area from 
Warrnambool to Lake Colac included platypuses in their diet (Dawson, 1881), as did those of 
the Portland Coast, who also had several words in their language for the animal (Dawson, 
1881; Martin, 1904a; Appendices III and IV). 

This could indicate that the species once occupied these areas, but not necessarily. The 
Gunditjmara peoples of the Portland Coast also occupied part of the Hopkins River system 
and Dawson's (1881) comments on diet covered the area from west of Portland to Lake 
Colac, an area occupied by 3 separate groups of people (Gunditjmara, Kirrae and Kolakngat; 
Tindale, 1974), and representing 4 river systems (Portland, Hopkins, Corangamite and 
Otway). 

Kershaw's (1941)19 20 sightings of platypuses in Tidal River on Wilson's Promontory have 
not been repeated, and it is possible that the species has disappeared from the Promontory. 
One reply to the questionnaire survey (Table 5.2) was a negative report from this area, which 
has heavy use by fishermen, bushwalkers ranger staff and biologists. It seems likely that the 
lack of reports indicates that the species is now absent or occurs in very low numbers. 
Although there are platypuses in other rivers of South Gippsland (Figure 5.1 and Table 5.1), 
it is possible that the disappearance of a local population on Wilson's Promontory may not be 
readily re-established by immigration from these rivers, which are considerable distances 
from Tidal River (e.g. East and West branches of the Tarwin River), and are separated by an 
isthmus of sand. 

 There are recent reports of the platypus occurring in the Wimmera-Avon system, although 
they have not been recorded in Lakes Hindmarsh or Albacutya since before 1900 (Figures 

                                            
19 Mr. Kershaw is also quoted as saying that "the animal never attempts to use its spur in any way, and there is 
no evidence to show that a scratch from its spur is dangerous" (Field Naturalist Club Proceedings, Victorian 
Naturalist 24, 68)!! 
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5.1 and 5.2; Appendix VII). Smyth (1878; Appendix III) reported the species as being eaten 
by the peoples of Lake Hindmarsh (Wotjabaluk; Tindale, 1974), and French (1888) recorded 
the species as occurring in Lake Albacutya district, but was "not common". Due to the 
damming of the upper Wimmera River, its lower reaches regularly stop flowing and Lake 
Albacutya is invariably dry. Lake Hindmarsh apparently also dries out during flood times 
(Peter Menkhorst, pers. comm.). There is also a gill net fishery for redfin (Perea fluviatilis) in 
the lakes of this area when they have water in them (Schedule 4, intermittent waters; Charles 
Barnham, Fisheries Branch, Department of Conservation and Environment, pers. comm., 
1991). Undoubtedly these human activities have affected the local distribution of the platypus 
in such an area where it has never been a common inhabitant. 

As expected, there has been a reduction in the distribution of the platypus around the 
Melbourne metropolitan area. The occurrence of the species in the lower Yarra and its 
tributaries, the Plenty River, Darebin and Merri Creeks is well documented (Appendix VII). It 
appears that at least one local hunter made a "fairly good living" by selling platypus skins to 
furriers and taxidermists (Ward, 1966). There are still some recent reports of single 
individuals being sighted in the metropolitan section of the Yarra River in 1976, 1984 and 
1985 (Faithfull, 1987) and several individuals being seen in the Plenty River at Yallambie 
between 1967 and 1983 (Seebeck, 1977; Faithfull, 1987). The species is commonly found in 
the headwater streams of the Yarra River system, and it is not known if the individuals seen 
in Melbourne are resident or transients from upstream, although the group which was 
reported in the Plenty River, from 1966 to 1970 (Seebeck, 1977), was apparently resident in 
the area upstream from the junction with the Yarra River (Peter Menkhorst, pers. com.). 

5.3 EUROPEAN HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

The historical distribution of the platypus in Victoria is shown in Figures 5.1 and 5.2 Both of 
these figures indicate that the general distribution of the species has changed little in 
European times, apart from the small contractions of its range discussed above. The scatter 
of distribution points for the periods of both pre-1900 and 1900-1969 are very similar for the 
data plotted from the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife and from literature/museum records and show 
that there are few areas where the platypus used to occur historically but does not exist there 
now. The areas where the species occurs in recent times, but not shown in Figure 5.2 can 
probably be ascribed to the lack of observations, rather than to non-occurrence. 

During the period 1900-1969 there were reports of platypuses from 19 out of the 31 river 
systems in the State; 12/19 in the rivers of the South East Coast Drainage Basin and 7/12 in 
those of the Murray Darling Basin (Table 5.1). While reports of platypuses prior to 1900 could 
be found from less than half of the State's rivers, all but 1 were from rivers in which the 
species occurs currently. Krefft (1866) stated, from his experience on the Blandowski 
expedition, that the platypus was found in "most of the tributaries of the Murray, as the 
Loddon, Avoca and Campaspe &c". There are more recent records of the animal from the 
Loddon and Campaspe but none from the Avoca. According to Wakefield (1966b) platypuses 
were seen on that expedition but none were collected. Iredale and Whitley (1932) reported a 
sighting at the junction of the Campaspe and Murray Rivers from the expedition, but the 
Avoca River occurrence is not substantiated in either of these references. 

Historical information then substantiates the contention that the distribution of Ornithorhynchus 
anatinus has changed little during the period of white settlement and occupation of the state 
of Victoria. 
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Figure 5.1 Platypus distribution in Victoria from data of the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife (1990). 
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Figure 5.2  Historical records of platypuses in Victoria 
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5.4 ABORIGINAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND PALAEONTOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

Figure 5.3 was produced from the information in Appendices III and IV. This is information 
obtained from the literature on the culture and language of the Aboriginal peoples who 
originally occupied Victoria. Lack of mention of the species in cultural references (e.g. diet, 
hunting, taboos) or in vocabularies may simply indicate that it was not included, rather than 
that it did not occur in the area occupied by a particular people. However for all of the 
Aboriginal information detailed in this section and in those for New South Wales and 
Queensland, only references which gave reasonable descriptions of diet, fishing, hunting or 
food taboos were included in the construction of the figure. Similarly, only vocabularies that 
gave reasonable numbers of wildlife species were utilised. 

 

 

Figure 5.3  Aboriginal and archaeological/palaeontological information relating to distribution 
of the platypus in Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

Mentioned in language/cultural literature 

Not mentioned in language/cultural literature 

Mentioned in language/cultural literature 
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There were very few references, which were taken to indicate non-occurrence of the platypus 
in parts of Victoria. Most references indicated the occurrence of the species in areas of 
Gippsland, the South Coast and along the Murray River in much the same areas as it is 
currently distributed. Its occurrence in the literature relating to the Portland area, Lake 
Corangamite and Lake Hindmarsh are discussed above. 

Recently a platypus skull, of late Pleistocene origin (10,000-20,000 years old), was found in a 
cave deposit with little evidence of human occupation, north of Buchan (P. Ossa, pers. 
comm., Brendan Marshall, Department of Archaeology, La Trobe University). It is interesting 
to note that living platypuses have been found in caves of this area (Hamilton-Smith, 1968). 

5.5 CONCLUSIONS 

The recent, European historical and Aboriginal evidence strongly suggests that the platypus 
has always been widely distributed in what is now the state of Victoria, and recent evidence 
indicates that it is currently COMMON in most areas of the state21. 

5.6 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

Although studies have been carried out in Victoria aimed at assessing the 
environmental impacts of some human activities (e.g. impoundments - Blyth, 1980, Blyth et 
al, 1984, Davey et al, 1982, Doeg, 1984; forestry operations - Campbell and Doeg, 1989) on 
stream ecosystems, there have been no studies aimed specifically at assessing their impact 
on platypus populations. Grant (1988) concluded that most of these activities had had limited 
impact on the distribution of platypuses in New South Wales, although he stressed that 
nothing was known of their effects on numbers or on specific populations. The widespread 
occurrence of the platypus in the state of Victoria suggests that the overall impact of such 
activities are probably small, although impacts on local populations may be more marked. 

5.6.1 Commercial Fishing 

Commercial fishing in the state includes fisheries based on native species in the Murray 
River and its New South Wales tributaries, as well as on the introduced redfin (Perca 
fluviatilis) and carp (Cyprinus carpio), the yabby (Cherax destructor) and the two species of 
native eels (Anguila australis and A. reinhardtii). 

The Murray River fishery, which utilises mainly drum nets, has probably had a historical 
effect on the distribution of platypuses with some impact on populations today. The industry 
and its impacts are discussed in Section 6.6.1. Some carp are also caught in this fishery and 
in the still waters around the lower Murray-Riverina area, utilising mesh nets (usually mesh 
size ranging from 89-114mm) and electrofishing. Electrofishing is also used for carp in 
Gippsland. It has been recently discovered that platypuses are capable of sensing the 
presence of their prey, by the very small electrical fields set up by these invertebrate species 
(Proske, 1990). It is possible that the large electrical fields generated by electrofishing 
equipment may adversely affect platypuses. It seems more likely that animals would avoid 
areas of water bodies where this equipment was in use, but IT IS SUGGESTED that some 
research into the matter be encouraged. 

Although the redfin fishery relies on the use of gill nets, which are known to drown 
platypuses, it is mainly restricted to inland lakes and may not have a great impact on 
                                            
21 Local reduction in numbers and even possible extinctions have been reported in parts of Victoria (Lunney, D., 
Dickman, C., Copley, P., Grant, T., Munks, S., Carrick, F., Serena, M. & Ellis, M. 2008. Ornithorhynchus anatinus. 
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2014.3. <www.iucnredlist.org>), being the predominant 
reason for the recommended change from the current IUCN status of ‘least concern’ to ‘near threatened’ 
(Woinarski et al, 2014). 
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platypus populations. There are currently 20 Master Fishermen with licences endorsed to fish 
inland waters in Victoria (apart from eel fishermen), but most operate in waters where 
platypuses are uncommon or absent (Charles Barnham, pers. comm., 1991). 

The small baited traps used to capture yabbies do not seem to be a great problem for 
platypuses (as they have no "wings" to direct animals into the traps), although platypuses are 
occasionally caught and drowned in these (Grant, unpublished22). 

During fish population surveys, platypuses have been drowned by fisheries scientists in all 
states where the species occurs. In 1988 the Department of Conservation and Environment 
in Victoria issued a Policy of guidelines to minimise such mortality. In summary this policy 
covers the use of completely submerged nets and specifies that: 

1. In waters where platypuses are known to occur nets are not permitted to be set 
at night and are to be attended at all other times. 

2. In waters which have not been previously sampled, efforts be made to 
ascertain the presence of platypuses and netting activity be modified 
accordingly as in 1. 

3. In waters where platypuses are known not to occur, no such restrictions on 
netting apply. 

Illegal fishing, using a variety of equipment not covered by regulations, accounts for mortality 
of platypuses in Victoria as in other states. For example on the 19th April, 1991 a drowned 
platypus was taken from an illegally set drum net in the Campaspe River between Axdale 
and Elmore (Ken Bodina, Fisheries Branch, Department of Environment and Conservation, 
pers. comm.) 

5.6.2  The Eel Fishery 

The Victorian eel fishery was commenced in 1914, when it was captured for crayfish bait. 
The first professional fisherman established himself in Warrnambool in 1930, but worked up 
the south coast to Port Phillip Bay. The fishery was based on the use of cotton cord fyke 
nets. These were replaced by nylon nets in the 1950's, by which time operations had been 
extended to the lagoons, swamps and backwaters of Gippsland and into the Yarra River 
Valley. By 1961 15 fishermen were reaping 44t per year from the fishery, which was 
extended to the Ballarat area, and included significant export markets. The stocking of 8 
western Victorian lakes with undersized short-fined eels and elvers from Tasmania began in 
1971 (extensive culture). Currently 30 Victorians are involved in the industry on a full-time 
basis and around 200t of live eel are caught, with a value of $1.5 million dollars. Ninety 
percent of the catch is exported. Both short-finned (Anguilla australis) and long-finned (A. 
reinhardtii) eels are captured, but the short finned species makes up the bulk of the catch (Hall 
et al, 1990). 

The greatest conflict between the eel fishery and platypus populations is the use of the fyke 
net. These nets are normally made of synthetic mesh of 15-39mm. They are conically 
shaped, like an airfield windsock, and divided into compartments of varying diameter 
according to the sizes of the hoops which make up the frame. The entrance to each 
compartment is controlled by a valve, which prevents the escape of eels (and platypuses). 
The total length of the net is around 2 metres, and there are 1-3 "wings" extending out from 
the mouth to direct eels into the net. Single-winged nets are most often used and account for 

                                            
22 Platypuses are drowned in yabby traps (set both legally and illegally) and currently there are regulations in 
each state aimed at reducing this by-catch mortality (Serena and Williams, 2010; Serena et al, 2014)  
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95% of the annual catch. A maximum of 50 fyke nets per fisherman are permitted (Hall et al, 
1990). 

Platypuses are readily drowned in fyke nets, the "wings" of which direct the feeding animals 
into the underwater nets. The headwater streams of the coastal rivers of Victoria are closed 
to eel fishing due to the presence of significant numbers of platypuses (Des Harrington, 
Fisheries Branch, Department of Conservation and, pers. comm, 1991; Hall et al., 1990) 
However, platypuses are still drowned in fyke nets in Victoria, and Beumer, who carried out 
research on eels in that state, has suggested that local extinctions have occurred as a result 
of commercial eel netting (John Beumer, Fisheries Division, Queensland Department of 
Primary Industries, pers. comm., 1986, 1991). 

It is recognised by fisheries authorities in all three states in which eel fisheries operate that 
such nets are lethal to platypuses (Grant, 1988). The Victorian authorities have carried out 
some research into meshing the mouth of the nets to permit eels to enter while keeping 
platypuses out, but their tests were inconclusive. Meshes of 10cm were found not to be 
totally effective in keeping platypuses out (a result confirmed by Grant, unpublished, 1990), 
although 5cm meshes did keep out other wildlife species (including platypuses), and 
permitted eels to enter, but were not popular with fishermen, who suggested that they 
reduced eel catches (Beumer et al, 1981; Grant, 1988; Hall et al, 1990). Due to the 
difficulties of policing their use, regulations in Victoria do not include the use of screened nets 
as they do in Tasmania. Raising of the bag or ‘cod’ end of fyke nets out of the water has 
been found to reduce the drowning of wildlife species which may get caught in these nets 
(Jackson, 1979; Beumer, 1981; Des Harrington, pers. comm.; Grant, unpublished). 
Fishermen are not keen to do this however, as it makes nets more visible and prone to 
tampering. As with meshes, Victorian regulations do not prescribe that sections of the net be 
maintained above the water. 

The recent review of the eel fishing industry in Victoria (Gladwin et al, 1991) strongly 
supports the development of gear other than fyke nets to capture eels so that the fishery can 
be expanded into areas, which are now closed to it, including headwater streams and 
numerous wildlife reserves. In its recommendations for possible use of fyke nets in these 
latter reserves, the review report recommends the use of 62mm meshes at the entrance of 
the nets, or that the cod end be held above the water surface, and that nets be checked 
every 24, rather than every 48 hours. Acceptance of these recommendations would 
undoubtedly reduce the drowning of wildlife species, including platypuses, but would be 
difficult to police by law- enforcement officers. Surely scientific research to develop 
equipment which will capture eels, but minimise the bycatch of other non-target species must 
be seriously undertaken, especially if consideration is given to expansion of the industry into 
headwater streams and wildlife refuges. 

As an example of modified equipment, the regulations in Queensland specify baited traps 
without "wings", as it is these  which most effectively funnel the benthic-feeding platypuses 
into the net. These "wings" also catch and kill smaller forage fishes, which are food for larger 
recreational angling species. The use of traps, along with their restriction to impounded 
waters, not often used by platypuses, has minimised the by-catch of the species in that state 
(John Beumer, pers. comm, 1991). 

The fishery in Victoria is based around the coastal rivers, where 16 of the 19 river systems in 
the Victorian part of the South East Coast Drainage Division are fished for eels, including the 
8 western Victorian lakes, which have been artificially stocked in the extensive culture 
fishery. "All lakes, dams, swamps, marshes or morasses south of the Great Dividing Range 
except Lake Wendouree and any such waters forming part of a Wildlife Reserve" can be 
fished for eels by anyone holding an appropriate licence, as can "any inland waters, the 
Gippsland Lakes, Lake Tyers, the lower lake of Mallacoota Inlet and Wingan and Curdles 
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Inlets", and most streams and inlets on the Gippsland and south coasts downstream of the 
major coastal highways (Hall et al, 1990). These areas, as specified overlap considerably 
with the distribution of platypuses, although regulations (Hall et al., 1990 pp. 30-31) do not 
permit eel fishing in the headwater streams of coastal rivers. 

During the period of 1984-1989 over 70% of all eels caught came from the Hopkins (33%), 
Barwon (23%) or Corangamite (15%) catchments. Historically and currently, platypuses have 
been reported from the Hopkins and Barwon catchments but not from the Corangamite 
(Table 5.1). The most recent questionnaire survey yielded 4 reports from the Hopkins during 
1989-90 and 1 in the Barwon in 1990. The eel fishing industry does not seem to have 
affected the overall distribution of the platypus, although little is known of its effects at a local 
or population level. 

5.7 MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH 

Specific recommendations regarding the various activities that could have impact on platypus 
populations are not given here as it would appear that the platypus has fared well in the face 
of potential disturbance of its habitat. It is hoped that the species will be protected by the 
environmental impact assessment processes in the state, and that these processes will take 
account of the habitat requirements of the species, so that its status is maintained. IT IS 
SUGGESTED that studies directly related to the assessment of the environmental impacts of 
activities, such as the building and operation of impoundments, forestry practices, mining and 
extractive industries, and sources of water pollution, be encouraged by funding at State and 
Commonwealth levels. For instance, Campbell and Doeg (1989) indicate that buffer strips 
have been used in forestry codes of practice for a number of years, and yet there are no 
studies known to the authors, which have attempted to assess the effectiveness of these 
measures in Victorian forestry operations. Such studies are important to the preservation of 
riverine ecosystems that can support platypus populations. 

Much of the riparian environment of all states is in the hands of private property owners, 
particularly members of the farming community. It is imperative that this section of the 
community be made aware of the requirements of riverine environments necessary to 
maintain platypus populations. Maintenance of riparian vegetation and bank stability go hand 
in hand and can be facilitated by simple measures such as fencing banks, provision of limited 
access of stock to streams and rivers, and by pumping water to watering facilities. All of 
these require input of time and money, both of which farmers have less of in hard financial 
times. IT IS RECOMMENDED that financial or taxation incentives be given for active 
maintenance of riparian vegetation and banks by property owners. Also IT IS 
RECOMMENDED that an education programme be instituted by state wildlife authorities, 
which will be contributed to by Federal funding as part of the National Soil Conservation 
Program (Department of Arts Heritage and Environment, 1986), which will encourage 
maintenance of riparian vegetation and bank stability. 

Although the eel fishery may not have influenced the overall distribution of platypuses in 
Victoria, there is no doubt that it is a significant source of mortality in the species, as well as 
affecting other wildlife. It should be possible to develop fishing gear that will produce a 
commercial catch of eels, while permitting platypuses to escape being drowned. IT IS 
RECOMMENDED that research on the development of such equipment be undertaken by 
fisheries and wildlife biologists from the Department of Conservation and Environment, with 
collaboration from the fishing industry and that "seed" funding be granted by Australian 
National Parks and Wildlife Service so that this research can proceed and attract further 
funding from sources such as the fishing industry itself. It is considered essential that this 
research produce alternative fishing methods BEFORE any consideration is given to 
expansion of the eel fishing industry in Victoria. Further, IT IS RECOMMENDED that 
fishermen be required to file returns of not only fish (which is a current requirement of their 
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licences, and apparently not well complied with - Hall et al, 1990), but of wildlife species 
captured in nets. Such reporting should also be monitored on a "spot-check" basis by fishery 
or wildlife authorities. This would provide invaluable baseline information on which to assess 
the effectiveness of new developments in fishing techniques. 

According to Hall et al (1990) "a number of swamps and lakes which have been traditionally 
fished by eel fishermen are now classified as Wildlife Reserves or National Parks" and that 
"the Department issues special permits to eel fishermen enabling them to continue to 
operate in these important areas". This policy is of great concern if any of these areas are 
inhabited by platypuses. It is essential that such areas in Wildlife Reserves and National 
Parks be safe refuges for all wildlife species, including platypuses. IT IS RECOMMENDED 
that the Department of Conservation and Environment seek to change this policy, or at least 
to assess any areas affected by the policy, to ensure that platypus populations are not being 
adversely affected. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that the Victorian guidelines for use of submerged nets in scientific 
research be adopted in other states where the platypus is found. 

5.8 CONSERVATION STATUS 

The conservation status of the platypus in Victoria seems good and is likely to remain so if 
the above recommendations and suggestions are effected. 

No information was obtained regarding hunting of the species in the state or colony, although 
Barrett (1941) noted that "in the bad old days, trappers and furriers had a free hand, with the 
result that thousands of 'water moles' were killed for the sake of their beautiful pelts" and 
"platypus rugs were not so rare then". Two platypus rugs in the collection of the Museum of 
Victorian are made of 63 and 80 platypus skins and one shown in Barrett's book of 42 skins. 
The platypus was first protected in Victoria from 6th July, 1898 (Robert Warneke, pers. 
comm. 1985), with this state being the first to afford the species protection. 

Much of the present distribution of the platypus is outside national parks and reserves, 
although the species does occur in 26 national parks (17) and other reserves (9) (Table 5.3). 
Because so little of the habitat of O. anatinus is protected in Victoria, it is essential that the 
management proposals suggested and recommended above be instituted. Also, IT IS 
RECOMMENDED that wherever possible within financial constraints, that more prime 
platypus habitat be protected within national parks or reserves, especially north of the 
Dividing Ranges, where the species is poorly conserved in such reserves (Table 5.3). 

This is also particularly important in headwater areas of streams where some degree of 
protection is therefore afforded to areas downstream. Fortunately a number of reserves in 
the state control the headwaters of their streams and rivers. These include Cobberas-
Tingaringy National Park (with Kosciusko National Park in New South Wales), Wonnangatta-
Moroka National Park, Wilsons Promontory National Park, Kinglake National Park, 
Grampians National Park and Bogong National Park. 

As there is conflicting recent, historical and Aboriginal information regarding the occurrence 
of the platypus in the Lake Corangamite and Portland river systems, IT IS RECOMMENDED 
that survey work be undertaken in these systems to assess the presence or absence of the 
species. As both systems are utilised by the eel fishing industry, this work may suitably be 
combined with a monitoring programme to assess the impact of the industry on local 
platypus populations. Eel fishing should not be permitted in national parks or reserves, which 
have established platypus populations. 



 60 

 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  II SOUTH-EAST COAST  

     RIVER SYSTEM RESERVE 
21 East Gippsland Croajingalong National Park 

Coopracambra State Park 
Errinundra National Park 
 

22 Snowy River Snowy River National Park 
Cobberas-Tangaringy National Park 
 

24 Mitchell River Mitchell River National Park 
Wonnangatta-Moroka National Park 
 

25 Thompson River Baw Baw National Park 
 

27 South Gippsland Tarra Bulga National Park 
Wilsons Promontory National Park 
 

29 Yarra River Kinglake National Park 
Dandenong Range National Park 
 

31 Werribee River Werribee Gorge National Park 
Lederderg State Park 
 

35 Otway Coast Angahook-Lorne National Park 
Otway National Park 
 

36 Hopkins River Laughi-Girhan State Park 
 

38 Glenelg River Discovery Bay Coastal Park 
Lower Glenelg National Park 
Grampians National Park 
 

DRAINAGE DIVISION IV:  MURRAY DARLING 
 
1 Upper Murray Burrowa-Pine Mt. National Park 

 
2 Kiewa River Bogong National Park 

 
3 Ovens River Ovens Regional Park\Wonnangatta-Moroka National Park 

 
5 Goulburn River Eildon State Park 

Kinglake National Park 
 

9 Murray-Riverina Barmah State Park 
 

15 Wimmerea-Avon Grampians National Park 
 

 
Table 5.3  Reserves in which platypuses are known to occur. Source: Atlas of Victorian 
Wildlife data base.  
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CHAPTER 6. NEW SOUTH WALES 

6.1     INTRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 

The platypus was first observed by colonists around 1797, when "an amphibious animal, of 
the mole species" was found "on the banks of a lake near the Hawkesbury" around the 
Richmond area (Collins, 1802; Harrison, 1922). The animal became known to the settlers as 
the "water mole" and seems to have been commonly seen by many travellers between 
Sydney and the outlying towns of Bathurst and Goulburn. Governor Macquarie, for example, 
noted seeing the species in the Fish, Campbells, Macquarie and Wollondilly Rivers 
(Macquarie, 1810-1822). Krefft (1864) recorded three female platypus specimens in the 
Australian Museum as coming from the Botanical Gardens, as well as a male from "the north 
shore" and another female from the Georges River. Bennett (1859, 1860) also recorded the 
common occurrence of the animal in creeks around the town of Penrith. 

As early as 1863, Gould attributed any demise in the species' occurrence to hunting by 
settlers and indicated that the Ornithorhynchus was to be found in rivers flowing to both the 
east and west of the mountains in New South Wales. In spite of reported depredations by 
hunters, and after its protection by law in the State in 1901, the distribution of the platypus 
seemed to have changed little by early in the 20th Century. Burrell (1927) reported its being 
widespread in rivers flowing to both the east and west of the Great Dividing Range, and 
suggested that the Nepean River was "still tenanted" by the animal. A survey by the Fauna 
Protection Panel (Anon., 1954) and the later work of Temple-Smith (1973) and Griffiths 
(1978) indicated that the platypus had remained a common part of the fauna of New South 
Wales. Grant (1988) found this still to be the case, although he highlighted the paucity of 
information from the west of the state, where the limits of its distribution have been poorly 
known. 

In the present study efforts have been made to extend questionnaire survey work carried out 
by Grant during 1987-88, especially to investigate the species' western distribution, during 
both recent and historical times. Fieldwork was carried out in areas of specific interest, 
including areas of the Murray, Murrumbidgee, Lachlan, Bogan and Macquarie Rivers. Some 
netting was done, but most information was obtained by interviewing local people. Some 
questionnaires were also circulated to anglers, property owners and others in the lower 
reaches of these rivers. These latter methods of gathering information were found to be 
extremely useful, especially as continuous high flows in the western rivers during the study 
period prevented much of the planned netting activity. Searches were carried out of recent 
and historical literature and of museum specimens. As with other states, literature on 
Aboriginal culture and language was also consulted, as was available palaeontological 
information. 

6.2  RECENT EVIDENCE 

Figures 6.1 and 6.2, 6.3 and 6.4 show the locations from which recent sightings and non-
sightings of platypuses were recorded in relation to geographic areas and river systems of 
New South Wales (Grant, 1988). Most were made on the tableland areas of the state (49%), 
followed by coastal locations (29%) and then western slopes (13%). All 22 river systems east 
of the Great Dividing Range in New South Wales are currently occupied by platypuses and 
the species is encountered in 13 out of 16 (81%) west-flowing river systems in the state 
(Table 6.1). Grant (1988) found that platypuses were more commonly reported in the east-
flowing rivers, occurring in 191 water bodies (388 individual sightings) compared to 124 (335 
sightings) in west-flowing rivers. This observation, along with many more reported non-
sightings in the west-flowing river systems (91 versus 7), further indicates that the habitat 
provided in these systems, particularly in their lower reaches, is inadequate for either 



 62 

occupation by platypuses (north and central west plains) or for them to occur in large 
numbers (south west plains). 

Very few sightings were recorded in the plains areas, except in the Murrumbidgee and 
Murray Rivers and their tributaries. These, and five isolated individual sightings in the plains 
areas of the state (at Condobolin on the Lachlan River, Willandra Lake National Park on 
Willandra Creek, the Macquarie Marshes, in the Bokhara River near Goodooga and 
Pooncarie on the Darling River), are discussed below. The majority of non-sightings made in 
Grant's (1988) study were from the plains areas (71%), again indicating the scarcity of 
animals in these areas. They seemed to be absent completely from the rivers of the north far 
west plains. 

Although extending the western distribution past Swan Hill to the border of South Australia 
on the Murray River, past Darlington Point to Hay and the Lowbidgee Irrigation Area on the 
Murrumbidgee River and from Forbes to Condobolin on the Lachlan River, the records of 
Grant (1988) showed that recorded sightings were sparse in these areas and non-sightings 
were common. 

During the present study, investigations were carried out on the lower reaches of the Murray, 
Murrumbidgee, Lachlan and the Macquarie-Bogan river systems. 

 
 

 
Figure 6.1  Locations in which platypuses have been seen/caught in New South Wales.  
 

Sydney 

Locations of sightings/captures from Grant 1988 

Locations outside main distribution: 1. Pooncarie; 2. Willandra Creek, Willandra NP; 3. 
Condobolin; 4. Macquarie Marshes; 5. Goodooga 
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Figure 6.2. Locations in NSW where platypuses are reported as not being seen/caught 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6.3  Geographical regions of New South Wales.  
 
NC  North Coast  ST     Southern Tablelands  SWP    South West Plains 
CC  Central Coast NWS  North West Slopes  NFWP  North Far West Plains    
SC  South Coast  CWS  Central West Slopes SFWP  South Far West Plains 
NT  Northern Tablelands    SWS  South West Slopes 
CT  Central Tablelands NWP  North West Plains    

Sydney 
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Figure 6.4  River Basins of NSW of New South Wales. 
 
201  Tweed   401  Upper Murray 
202  Brunswick  409  Murray 
203  Richmond  410  Murrumbidgee 
204  Clarence   412  Lachlan 
205  Bellinger   413  Benanee 
206  Macleay   416  Border Rivers   
207  Hastings   418  Gwydir 
208  Manning   419  Namoi 
209  Karuah    420  Castlereagh 
210  Hunter   421  Macquarie 
211 Tuggerah   422  Condamine-Culgoa 
212  Hawkesbury  423  Warrego 
213  Sydney   424  Paroo 
214  Wollongong  425  Darling 
215  Shoalhaven  426  Lower Murray 
216  Clyde    
217  Moruya   A  Arimidale  Mi  Mildura  Co  Condobolin 
218  Tuross   B  Bourke  SH  Swan Hill  Gr  Grafton  
219  Bega   C  Coonabarabran Ta  Tamworth  K  Kempsey 
220  Towamba  G  Goulburn  W  Walgett  M  Moree 
221  East Gippsland  H  Hay   Al  Albury  N  Narrabri 
222  Snowy   L  Lismore  Be  Bega  T  Tenterfield 
    Te  Taree  Wa  Wagga Wagga Wo  Wollongong 
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Table 6.1  Occurrence of platypuses in the river systems of New South Wales during recent 
and historical times. √ = recorded in Aboriginal literature on culture or linguistics; X = no 
reference is recorded in Aboriginal literature, where such literature does exist; - = no 
references could be found; Number of systems in which species present/number of 
references or records (e.g. in recent times records show that platypuses occur in 13 of a 
possible 16 east-flowing river systems and a total number of 383 records were found of its 
occurrence. * from Grant (1988). 

 RECORDS  
RIVER SYSTEM POST 

1970 
1900-
1969 

Pre 1900 ABORIGINAL 

EAST FLOWING     

1 Tweed 11 0 0 √ 
2 Brunswick 1 0 0 √ 
3 Richmond 14 2 0 √ 
4 Clarence 57 2 0 √ 
5 Bellingen 10 0 1 √ 
6 Macleay 23 1 0 √ 
7 Hastings 6 1 0 - 
8 Manning 27 1 1 - 
9 Karuah – Myall 9 0 0 √ 
10 Hunter 26 0 1 √ 
11 Macquarie-Tuggerah 3 4 0 - 
12 Hawkesbury 66 9 9 √ 
13 Sydney-St George 5 0 1 √ 
14 Wollongong 2 1 0 √ 

15 Shoalhaven 34 3 0 X 

16 Clyde 9 0 0 - 

17 Moruya 1 0 0 - 

18 Tuross 4 0 0 - 
19 Bega 12 1 0 - 
20 Towamba 5 2 0 - 
21 East Gippsland 12 0 0 - 
22 Snowy 45 8 0 √ 
  22/382 12/35 5/13 12/- 
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WEST FLOWING     

1 Upper Murray 20 1 1 - 
9 Murray-Riverina 75 15 1 √ 
10 Murrumbidgee 123 10 4 √ 
11 Lake George 0 0 0 - 
12 Lachlan 31 2 0 √ 
13 Benanee 2 2 0 X 
16 Border Rivers 23 1 0 √ 
18 Gwydir 8 0 0 √ 
19 Namoi 20 >10 1 √ 
20 Castlereagh 3 0 0 √ 
21 Macquarie-Bogan 74 4 3 √ 
22 Condamine-Culgoa 1 0 0 X 
23 Warrego 0 0 0 X 
24 Paroo 0 0 0 X 

25 Darling 2 0 0 X 

26 Lowre Murray 1 2 0 - 

16  13/383 9/47 5/10 7/- 
Catchments/Total records 35/765 21/82 10/23 19/- 
 

6.2.1 Murray System 

It appears that platypuses are relatively common in the Murray River down to around 
Echuca, and they are occasionally seen, and captured in professional fishing gear, between 
Echuca and Swan Hill, but are seldom found further downstream. Grant (1988) reported only 
2 sightings/captures in the Benanee system (Boundary Bend to Mildura), 2 in the lower 
Darling and 3 in the Lower Murray, while recording 6, 12 and 1 non-sighting respectively for 
these areas. Table 6.2 shows the results of questionnaire and interview surveys carried out 
during the present study. In this survey only 3 recent (post-1970) of sightings/captures were 
recorded from the Benanee area and one from the Lower Murray. Summaries of interviews 
are given in Appendix IIB, which show that the species appears to be a rare inhabitant of the 
Murray River downstream of Swan Hill. Although individuals are occasionally captured or 
seen, there is little evidence to suggest that breeding populations exist downstream of 
Echuca, except perhaps in Gunbower Creek. Fish netting operations by the Fisheries 
Research Institute at Torrumbarry over the past year have not yielded any sightings or 
captures of platypuses in this area (Martin Mallen-Cooper, Fisheries Research Institute, 
Cronulla, pers. comm.) 

The species also seems to be uncommon in other rivers of the Murray-Riverina area. Grant 
(1988) recorded 26 reports from the Edward, Niemur and Wakool Rivers, including 18 
separate reports from the Edward River at Deniliquin, but few from below Stevens Weir. In 
the present survey professional fishermen, who fish these rivers, also reported catching or 
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seeing few platypuses, especially in the lower reaches, although a few individuals have been 
captured from time to time (See Table 6.2 and Appendix II). 

6.2.2  Murrumbidgee System 

While Grant (1988) received 99 positive reports of platypuses from the Murrumbidgee River, 
the majority of these were from the upper reaches of this system. The species was regularly 
reported as far downstream as Narrandera and Darlington Point. Below this there were few 
positive reports (4 around Hay) and some negative (7 from Carrathool to Balranald). These 
findings were supported by the interviews, correspondence and questionnaire returns in the 
present study (Table 6.3). It appears that the platypus is not common downstream of 
Darlington Point on the Murrumbidgee River. 

It would seem then that the species' western distribution extends out along the Murray-
Riverina System as far as Echuca and along the Murrumbidgee System to Darlington Point. 
It is a COMMON inhabitant of these rivers where they traverse the slopes of the dividing 
ranges, but is LESS COMMON in the lower reaches. Although it does occur downstream of 
both Echuca and Darlington Point, it has been UNCOMMON there in recent times. 

Table 6.2   Reports of platypuses from questionnaires, correspondence and interviews 
conducted during the current study in the Lower Murray River area (Murray Riverina, 
Benanee and Lower Murray River systems). Details of interviews and correspondence are 
given in Appendix II. 

SECTION OF RIVER 
SYSTEM 

SEEN/ 
CAUGHT 

NOT SEEN/ 
NOT 
CAUGHT 

NOT NOW 
SEEN/ NOT 
NOW CAUGHT 

TOTAL 
REPORTS 

MURRAY RIVER     
Albury-Echuca 9 0 1 10 
Echuca-Swan Hill 7 3 0 10 
Swan Hill-Wentworth 3 7 1 11 
Wentworth-S.A. 
Border 

1 3 0 4 

WAKOOL AND EDWARD RIVERS 
Upstream of 
Deniliquin 

1 0 0 1 

Deniliquin-
Moulamein 

1 0 0 1 

Moulamein-Murray 
Junction 

3 3 0 6 

 25 16 2 43 
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Table 6.3  Reports of platypuses from questionnaires, correspondence and interviews 
conducted during the current study in the Lower Murrumbidgee River. Details of interviews 
and correspondence are given in Appendix II. 

SECTION OF RIVER 
SYSTEM 

SEEN/ 
CAUGHT 

NOT SEEN/ 
NOT 
CAUGHT 

NOT NOW 
SEEN/ NOT 
NOW CAUGHT 

TOTAL 
REPORTS 

Jugiong-Wagga 
Wagga 

15 0 0 15 

Wagga Wagga-
Darlington Pt 

3 0 0 3 

Darlington Pt – Hay 2 0 0 2 
Hay-Balranald 0 1 2 3 
Balranald-Murray 
Junction 

1 1 0 2 

 21 2 2 25 
 

6.2.3  Lachlan System 

Of the 24 positive reports received by Grant (1988) for the Lachlan River, only 5 were from 
the area downstream of Cowra. Four of these were single sightings, made between 1976 
and 1985 in the Lachlan River at Forbes and Condobolin, in Goobang Creek near 
Condobolin and in Willandra Creek, Willandra National Park. One report was from Oxley, 
near the Great Cumbung Swamp (Temple- Smith, 1973). Grant (1988) also received 11 
negative reports from Forbes (1), Condobolin (2), Lake Cargelligo (1), Willandra Creek (1) 
Hillston (4), Booligal (1) and Oxley (1). 

In the present study, the above distribution was confirmed, with most recent reports of 
platypuses being from areas upstream of Forbes and most non-sightings being downstream 
of this town (Table 6.4). A few recent sightings have been made between Forbes and 
Condobolin but most recipients of questionnaires and those who were interviewed and 
corresponded with, had never seen platypuses. It appears unlikely that breeding populations 
occupy this part of the river. 

Unfortunately rain and road condition prevented fieldwork being carried out on two separate 
occasions at Willandra National Park, but the resident Manager, local people and Ranger 
staff were unable to confirm the one sighting of a platypus reported to Grant (1988) in 
Willandra Creek. 

It would appear that the platypus is a RARE inhabitant of the lower Lachlan River where it 
flows through the South Western Plains, but is COMMON in the upper reaches of this river 
system. 

6.2.4  Macquarie-Bogan System 

The survey of Grant (1988) found numerous reports of platypuses in the Macquarie River 
upstream of Burrendong Dam, but none downstream. Table 6.5 shows the results obtained 
from the circulation of questionnaires, correspondence and interviews in the present study. 
While there were 5 sightings downstream of the dam, there were 17 non-sightings. Four 
tentative reports were made between 1978 and 1990 in Marthaguy Creek near Quambone 
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(1) and in the Macquarie River itself, at "Oxley" (2) and "Pillagawarrina" (1). Other long-term 
residents, familiar with the river and the Macquarie Marshes, doubted these reports 
(Appendix II) and it would seem that the species is RARE in the lower Macquarie River 
system. No reports were obtained for the Bogan River either by Grant (1988) or in this study, 
so it appear that the platypus is also RARE, or does not occur in this river, which is 
intermittent over most of its course. 

Table 6.4 Reports of platypuses from questionnaires, correspondence and interviews 
conducted during the current study in the Lower Lachlan River. Details of interviews and 
correspondence are given in Appendix II. 

SECTION OF RIVER 
SYSTEM 

SEEN/ 
CAUGHT 

NOT SEEN/ 
NOT 
CAUGHT 

NOT NOW 
SEEN/ NOT 
NOW CAUGHT 

TOTAL 
REPORTS 

Cowra-Forbes 7 2 1 9 
Forbes-Condobolin 3 5 3 12 
Condobolin-Hillston 0 2 0 2 
Hillston-Booligal 0 2 0 2 
Booligal-
Murrumbidgee 
Junction 

0 1 0 1 

WILLANDRA CREEK 1 3 0 4 
 11 15 4 30 
 
Table 6.5  Reports of platypuses from questionnaires, correspondence and interviews 
conducted during the current study in the Lower Macquarie and from the Bogan River. 
Details of interviews and correspondence are given in Appendix II. 

SECTION OF RIVER 
SYSTEM 

SEEN/ 
CAUGHT 

NOT SEEN/ 
NOT 
CAUGHT 

NOT NOW 
SEEN/ NOT 
NOW CAUGHT 

TOTAL 
REPORTS 

MACQUARIE RIVER     
Burrendong Dam-
Warren 

1 4 0 5 

Warren-Carinda 4 13 0 17 
Carinda-Darling 
Junction 

0 0 0 0 

BOGAN RIVER NO RECORDS 
 5 17 0 22 

 

6.2.5  Darling and Condamine-Culgoa Systems 

Grant (988) received two reports of platypuses in the lower Darling River, one near 
Pooncarie and another at Pomona, just upstream from the junction with the Murray River. He 
also received 12 non-sightings for the Darling System, indicating possible irregular 
occurrence of the species in the river. In the present study (Table 6.6), local residents could 
not confirm either sighting and one was sure that the Pooncarie report was of a water rat 
(see Appendix II; Jack O'Sullivan). 
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However, a reliable report was received of an actual specimen collected in 1971 in a 
billabong on "Para" station. Netting in this billabong during the present investigation was 
unsuccessful and the original reporter had visited the site since and had not seen any other 
animals. Netting also failed to substantiate the Pooncarie sighting. 

A report of 2 platypuses in a pool behind a weir on the Bokhara River, near Goodooga was 
not substantiated by local residents, which included members of the local aboriginal 
community (Table 6.6 and Appendix II). 

Table 6.6  Reports of platypuses from questionnaires, correspondence and interviews 
conducted during the current study in the Darling and Condamine-Culgoa Rivers systems. 
Details of interviews and correspondence are given in Appendix II). 

SECTION OF RIVER 
SYSTEM 

SEEN/ 
CAUGHT 

NOT SEEN/ 
NOT 
CAUGHT 

NOT NOW 
SEEN/ NOT 
NOW CAUGHT 

TOTAL 
REPORTS 

DARLING RIVER     
Bourke-Menindee 0 0 0 0 
Menindee-Murray 
Junction 

1 7 0 8 

BOKHARA RIVER 1 SEVERAL  
(1 source) 

0 2 

 2 8 0 10 
 

The Darling and Condamine-Culgoa River Systems in New South Wales may contain 
individual platypuses from time to time, probably brought down from tributary headwaters by 
floods, but it is probably safe to conclude that these rivers are NOT PART OF THEIR 
NORMAL DISTRIBUTION. 

6.2.5  Castlereagh, Namoi, Gwydir and Border Rivers Systems 

Grant (1988) reported no sightings or captures of platypuses in the Castlereagh system 
below Coonabarabran, the Namoi downstream of Manilla or the Gwydir below Copeton Dam, 
although individuals have been reported as far down the MacIntyre River as Boggabilla. No 
information was collected during the present survey on these rivers, although 3 local people 
noted that platypuses have never been seen in the Castlereagh between Coonabarabran 
and Gilgandra (Appendix II). 

The present study substantiates the findings of Grant (1988) that, except in the Murray and 
Murrumbidgee systems, Ornithorhynchus anatinus is NOT A COMMON inhabitant of the 
west-flowing rivers of New South Wales where they traverse the plains of the continent. 
However, individual animals are seen or captured from time to time in these areas. The 
reason for this is not understood at present.  

Platypuses survived during the drought years of the early 1980s in coastal and tableland 
rivers in which pools were separated by dry riffle areas for considerable periods (personal 
observation in the upper Shoalhaven River), but it seems that they are unable to cope with 
similar conditions in the lower reaches of the west-flowing rivers. Further, it appears that 
flows in these rivers have been made more consistent by releases for irrigation purposes 
from impoundments upstream (Laurie et al., 1979), and yet the distribution of the species has 
not extended into these areas to any great extent. Griffiths (cited in Temple-Smith, 1973) 
suggested that "during heavy flooding, the banks of the Bogan and Darling Rivers are 
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uninhabitable, sometimes for considerable periods of time, because the entire flood plain is 
inundated by flood waters." He further suggested that "intermittent flow is probably an 
additional limiting factor in the Warrego and Paroo Rivers". Griffiths' former suggestion 
probably applies to most of the rivers flowing through the western plains, and his latter to the 
far west rivers. 

Prolonged inundation of an area would also have an effect on food availability for the 
animals. The flood map shown in Figure 6.5 (from Murray Darling Basin Environmental 
Resources Study, 1987) gives some credence to the above contention, as the areas of 
inundation of the rivers of the North Western Plains, and those of the Lachlan and 
Murrumbidgee Rivers in the South Western Plains, are where platypuses are currently not 
found, or are rarely encountered. There is also some negative correspondence between 
flooding and platypus distribution in the Murray River System and its tributaries, including 
those in Victoria (Chapter 5). However, platypuses are found in some of the areas marked in 
this figure as areas of inundation, and obviously research needs to be done to establish the 
reasons for the absence of platypuses from parts of the west-flowing rivers in New South 
Wales. 

 

 
 
Figure 6.5  Flood map of the Murray-Darling Basin from Murray-Darling Basin Environmental 
Resources Study, 1987. Black shaded area is the maximum extent of flooding based on data 
collected from 1956. 
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6.2 EUROPEAN HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

The distribution of platypuses in New South Wales has changed little during white settlement 
of the state. Prior to 1900, the platypus was known from 10 of the 38 river systems in New 
South Wales; 5 out of 22 to the east of the Great Dividing Ranges and 5 out of 16 to the 
west. Between 1900 and 1969 it was known to occupy 21 river systems (12 east-flowing and 
9 west-flowing)(Table 6.1). There are none of these systems in which the species is not 
encountered today. Figure 6.6 shows the locations of platypus reports between the inception 
of the Colony and 1969. Comparison of Figures 6.1 and 6.6 further substantiates the above 
suggestion. Details of the historical distribution are given in Appendix VIII. 

 

Figure 6.6  Historical reports of the distribution of the platypus in New South Wales. 

 

 

 

In 1927 Harry Burrell, a noted naturalist published his book "The Platypus" in which he 
described its distribution state by state. The extent of this distribution in New South Wales, 
and that assessed in 1954 by the Fauna Protection Panel (Anon., 1954), is shown in Figure 
6.7 which is very little different from the currently known distribution, except for recent reports 
further out along the Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers and slightly further west in the Namoi, 
Gwydir and Border Rivers systems. 

 

Sydney 

Reports prior to 1900 

Reports prior to 1900-1969 
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Figure 6.7 Historical reports of the distribution of the platypus in New South Wales. 

There seems to have been little contraction of the distribution of the species in east-flowing 
rivers, although it is almost certainly less numerous and less widespread around the Sydney 
metropolitan area. The western distribution requires further consideration and each of these 
areas is discussed below. 

6.3.1  Metropolitan Areas 

Little is known of the historical distribution of the platypus in Sydney itself, but it seems to 
have been fairly common around what is now the western suburbs of the city. The first 
recorded Europen observation of the species was probably made near Richmond in 1797 and 
it was reported from the Nepean River and various creeks around the Penrith area until 
around 1928, and in the Windsor area as late as 1962 (Appendix VIII). Occasional sightings 
are still made in the Sydney metropolitan area, but these are not numerous and it is 
presumed that the species is now RARE in the area. Table 6.7 shows the recent reports, 
most of which have not been substantiated by more than one observer, indicating the need 
for survey work to be done. 

Platypuses are still reported in the built-up areas of the Blue Mountains, around Wollongong 
and along the upper Nepean River and its tributaries (Grant, 1988). However, no co-
ordinated survey work has been done to establish if these, or those recorded in Table 6.7 
represent dispersing animals from other areas or resident populations. Platypuses are found 
commonly in the creeks around the heavily populated settlements between Gosford and 
Wyong (Grant and Denny, 1987; Grant, 1988) but little is known of either their recent or 
historical distributions around the Newcastle Metropolitan area. 

Manilla 

Forbes 

Darlington Point 

Albury 
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Table 6.7 Recent platypus reports in and around the Sydney metropolitan area. Sources = 
personal communications or questionnaire returns during 1987-88 survey. 

WATER BODY DATE LOCATION RELIABILITY 
McCarr’s Creek 
Checked 

1975 Ku-ring-gai Chase N.P. Not independently  

Salvation Creek 1971 “ “ 
Deep Creek 1978 Narrabeen (included in 

the recently declared 
Garagal N.P. 

Specimen taken 

Woronora R. 1980 Heathcote Not independently 
checked 

Heathcote Creek - Waterfall “ 
Hacking R. 1970 

1975 
Royal N.P. Not seen since 

that time in spite 
of evening 
watches 

Kelly’s Creek ~1986 Maroota S.R.A. Not independently 
checked 

Cattai Creek 1987 
1990 

Maraylya not given “ 

O’Haras Creek 1978 Dural “ 
Lagoon 1990 Clyde “ 

 

6.3.2  West-flowing Rivers 

The present study is the first attempt to establish accurately the extent of the western 
distribution of the platypus in New South Wales. It has established that the species is an 
uncommon inhabitant of the western rivers where they flow over the plains, although it has 
been confirmed that platypuses are found occupying these areas of the Murray and 
Murrumbidgee systems. Historically the situation has probably been much the same, as 
indicated in Figure 6.1 and 6.6. It is worth discussing the western distribution of the species 
in more detail. 

(a) Border Rivers 

Except for a single specimen in the Australian Museum collection from Inverell in 1938, little 
information was found on the historical distribution of the platypus in these rivers. The 
species is commonly found in their headwaters today. 

(b) Gwydir River, Namoi and Castlereagh Rivers 

No historical records were found for either the Gwydir or Castlereagh Rivers. There are 
current reports of the species in both of these rivers but only in their upper sections. Burrell 
(1927) carried out much of his research on the platypus in the Namoi River and its tributaries 
of the Peel and MacDonald and there is also a specimen in the Australian Museum from 
Tamworth, dated 1898, indicating that the species has occupied this river system since early 
in European settlement. All of Burrell's work was carried out around Manilla, which is the 
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furthest downstream that the species currently occurs. It is probable that this has always 
been the western extent of the species' distribution. 

(c) Macquarie and Bogan Rivers 

While neither Oxley (1820) nor Sturt (1833) mentioned seeing platypuses in the Macquarie 
River, its presence in the river and its headwater streams was commonly known in the early 
days of the Colony (Macquarie, 1810-20; Maule, 1832). During his expeditions of 1818, 
leaving from the town of Bathurst, Oxley, unlike Sturt's experience in 1928, found both rivers 
with plenty of water in them, but neither reported platypuses. Platypuses are seldom seen 
downstream of Wellington today and it is probable that they have never occupied the lower 
part of the Macquarie River. 

The Bogan River is intermittent over much of its course. Mitchell (1839) reported it as such 
during his expedition of 1835 to the Darling River. The river was mentioned by Burrell (1927) 
as an exception in his listing of the platypus occurring in most of the west-flowing rivers of 
New South Wales. No historical or recent reports of the platypus were obtained for the 
Bogan River during this study. 

(d) Lachlan River 

John Oxley (1820) followed the course of the Lachlan River from downstream of Cowra to 
around the area between Booligal and Oxley on the Great Cumbung Swamp. He concluded 
that the river entered a huge inland sea surrounded by impenetrable swamps. Thomas 
Mitchell (1839) also followed the river from near its confluence with Mandagery Creek to the 
vicinity of Oxley, reaching the Murrumbidgee around May, 1836. The parties of both 
explorers spent considerable time on the river. They both fished and recorded details of 
wildlife but neither reported seeing platypuses, suggesting that they were not plentiful in that 
part of the river, as is the case today. Mitchell later reported seeing the species in the 
Glenelg River in Victoria, but noted the observation as being possibly the closest to the sea 
that the species had been seen. He may have seen it in other places but did not report it, 
although this seems unlikely. The only two historical reports of platypuses in the Lachlan 
River were tentative ones from between 1947-1960 around Forbes, although the Fauna 
Protection Panel survey (Anon., 1954) reported the species as occurring in the river to a 
point between Cowra and Forbes. No reports were found for any part of the river for the 
period prior to 1900. 

(e) Murrumbidgee River 

Most historical reports of platypuses in the Murrumbidgee River come from its upper 
reaches. There are however, 4 from the lower river between Gundagai  and Balranald 
between 1944 and 1964 (Appendix VIII). Charles Sturt (1833) put his boat in the waters of 
the Murrumbidgee River somewhere around Maude, rowed all the way to Lake Alexandrina 
and returned to a point close to the town of Narrandera. He lived off the river, particularly on 
the return trip, but did not mention platypuses in his journal entries. Today platypuses are 
seldom seen around the area where Sturt embarked upon the river, but they are reported 
from the Murrumbidgee River between Narrandera and Darlington Point, and may have been 
more common downstream of this area before the establishment of the inland fishery 
(Section 6.6.1). It cannot be determined whether Sturt did not see platypuses, indicating that 
they were at least uncommon at that time, or that he simply did not record their presence. It 
is known that he did record the occurrence of many other specific wildlife species in his 
journals (Sturt, 1833). 
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 (f) Murray River 

The only observation of platypuses found in the Murray- Riverina area before 1900 was at 
Albury, however there were 16 records for the area (8 upstream of Echuca and 8 
downstream) from as early as 1908 (Appendix VIII). Neither Sturt (1839) nor Blandowski 
(1857) reported platypuses in the lower Murray during their expeditions and no reports of 
platypuses were obtained prior to 1900 in the Benanee or Lower Murray River systems. Two 
were found for each of these areas of the river between 1918 and 1966. The data suggest 
that the species, as in recent times, occupied these parts of the Murray River system, 
including tributaries like the Edward and Wakool Rivers, but may not have been common. 
The possible effect of early fishery operations on platypuses in the Murray River is discussed 
below (Section 6.6.1). 

Generally it appears that platypuses have historically occupied much the same western 
distribution as they do currently. It can be postulated that the early inland fishery may have 
interfered with this distribution to some extent and this suggestion is discussed more fully 
below in the light of the history of that fishery and with reference to Aboriginal literature 
(Section 6.4). 

6.3 ABORIGINAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND PALAEONTOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

Surveys of the Aboriginal literature on culture and vocabulary are shown in Appendices III 
and IV. Table 6.1 indicates that the species was known to the original inhabitants of 19 of the 
38 river systems in New South Wales; 55% of those in the east of the state and 44% of those 
in the west. Figure 6.8 shows a close correspondence between Aboriginal knowledge of the 
species and its current distribution. The non-occurrence of the platypus in literature 
concerning peoples of the west of the state indicates that the species probably did not occur 
there. The overlap in occurrence and non-occurrence of the species in the Aboriginal 
literature on the peoples of south-western New South Wales indicates its uncommon 
occurrence in the lower Murray-Riverina area, as is the case today. Similarly, the lack of 
mention in the literature regarding Aboriginal people from the Benanee and Lower Murray 
regions suggests that current and historical distributions in the Murray River are similar. 

These conclusions must be made with caution however, as there are non-occurrences of the 
platypus in the cultural and linguistic literature of Aboriginal peoples in areas where the 
species is now found. This information must not be treated in isolation but be discussed in 
relation to other available data. 

Palaeontological evidence seems to support the notion of the platypus always having been 
rare or absent from the Lower Murray area. Work done at Lake Victoria (Marshall, 1973) and 
at Fishermans Cliff (Archer et al, 1984) produced no platypus fossil material. No platypus 
fossils were found in excavations by Tedford (1955) at Lake Menindee, but one ulna was 
discovered by Hope (pers. comm.) at Tandou in the Darling anabranch system. It is possible 
that even 24,000 years ago occasional individuals turned up in the ancestral Darling River 
(Balme and Hope, 1990), just as the specimen from "Para" station did in 1971. The paucity of 
platypus material in all of these Pleistocene deposits is concurrent with the present 
distribution of the species. Recently two fossil leg bones (an ulna and a humerus) of O. 
anatinus have been found in a deposit of approximately 25,000 year old near Cooma in the 
Murrumbidgee River system (Angela Davis, pers. comm.) 

6.4 CONCLUSIONS 

The European historical, Aboriginal and Paleontological/Archaeological evidence gathered 
during the present study indicates that the platypus has probably always been a RARE 
inhabitant of the plains areas of the Borders Rivers and of the lower Macquarie and Lachlan 
River systems. It has probably always been ABSENT from the Bogan River. While still being 
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found in the Murray-Riverina system, it is now UNCOMMON there, downstream of Echuca, 
and RARE in the Benanee and Lower Murray systems. The current status of the species in 
these latter two seems to have been unchanged during European and Aboriginal times, but it 
seems likely that the early inland fishery has affected the historical distribution in the Murray- 
Riverina area. 

 
 

Figure 6.8 Aboriginal and archaeological/palaeontological information on platypus 
distribution in New South Wales. 

■ mentioned in language/cultural literature; 
□ not mentioned in language/culture literature;  
● possible mention in language literature; 
▲ positive archaeological/palaeontological ;  

 Δ negative archaeological/palaeontological 

 
6.6 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

Grant (1988) discussed the actual and potential impacts of various human activities on 
platypuses in New South Wales and concluded that most activities had had little effect on the 
distribution and status of the species to this point in time, although stressing that nothing is 
known of any effects on numbers or local populations (Section 2.2). One exception to this 
however, is the early and current inland fishery and the proposed eel fishery. These are 
discussed below. 

6.6.1 The Inland Fishery 

During exploration of the interior of the continent the size and abundance of the Murray cod 
(Maccullochella peeli), became legendary. Both John Oxley (1820) and Charles Sturt (1838) 
supplemented their supplies by fishing for this species, which was apparently so easy to 

Sydney 
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catch that Sturt's men grew tired of fishing for and eating it. As settlement continued, colonists 
created local fishery operations (Woods, 1883). As early as 1880 professional fishermen 
were using nets to catch fish on the Murrumbidgee River at Wagga Wagga and the Murray 
River at Echuca and Albury (Anon., 1880) for the markets of Sydney and Melbourne. With the 
establishment of rail links to these cities a large fishery was created. The fishery was based 
largely on the Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers, but extended into many of the other inland 
river systems, including the Darling, Lachlan, Macquarie, Namoi and Border Rivers (various 
Fisheries Annual Reports). East-flowing rivers like the Richmond, Clarence, Manning, Hunter, 
Shoalhaven and Clyde were also commercially fished (Thompson, 1893). This fishery was 
initially based on the Murray cod and later on other species of native fish, especially the 
golden perch or callop (Macquaria ambiaua). The history of the establishment and subsequent 
decline of the industry has been traced by a number of authors, including Dannevig (1903), 
Dakin and Kesteven (1938) and Rowland (1989). An impression of the extent of the fishery is 
given for the period of 1920-1930 in terms of numbers of fishermen, boats and nets in Table 
6.8. 

Today the commercial fishery is restricted to the River Murray downstream of Albury23, the 
Murrumbidgee below Darlington Point, various tributaries between these rivers (including the 
Edward and Wakool Rivers), the area west of the Darling River and a few inland lakes, 
including Lakes Urana, Cowal, Brewster and Cargelligo. There were around 200 licensed 
inland commercial fishermen in 1982, only about 25 of whom worked in the industry on a full 
time basis (McDonall, 1982). Methods of fishing are now also closely regulated and the 
minimum mesh size used in both drum and gill nets is 130mm (~5 inches). The Victorian 
Murray River fishery is administered from New South Wales. 

 Murrumbidgee/Darling/Lachlan Rivers Murray-Riverina to S.A. border 

Year Number 
of 

Fishers 

Number 
of 

Drum 
nets 

Number 
of Gill 
(mesh) 

nets 

Number 
of 

Boats 

Number 
of 

Fishers 

Number 
of 

Drum 
nets 

Number 
of Gill 
(mesh) 

nets 

Number 
of 

Boats 

1920 75 - - - 400 2000 - 300 

1921 70 217 - 25 600 5000 - 500 

1922 70 350 - 40 400 7000 500 450 

1923 200 2000 - 186 300 4000 500 300 

1925 - - - - 600 6000 1000 500 

1928 - - - - 1300 13000 2000 500 

1929 800 9000* - 700 750 8500* 700 

1930 900 9000* 800 - - - - - 

 
Table 6.8  Fishermen and fishing gear used in the Murray, Murrumbidgee, Darling and 
Lachlan Fisheries between 1920 and 1930. Source: Annual Reports of Fisheries of N.S.W.  
total numbers of nets, types of net not specified 

                                            
23 The inland commercial fishery for finned species was phased out in NSW around 2003 and a commercial 
yabby (Cherax destructor) fishery was expanded in water west of the Great Dividing Range. No recreational or 
commercial yabby fishery using closed traps is permitted east of the Great Dividing Range and around the towns 
of Echuca and Deniliquin.  Department of Primary Industries NSW (November 2014) 
(http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/recreational/publications/guides/guide ).  
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(a) Capture of Platypuses in Fishing Gear 

During this study an experiment was carried out to determine if platypuses could escape from 
the most-often used type of professional fishing gear, the drum net, which was introduced into 
the industry around 1880, and is apparently the most efficient method for the capture of 
native species of fish (Dannevig, 1903; Rowland, 1989). 

In a brief experiment, pone of the authors (TRG) released eight platypuses into inside two 
nets, one of the legal 130mm mesh and one of slightly smaller mesh (~114mm or 4.5 inches). 
These nets were laid so that an airspace was left at the top to enable animals to surface for 
air. These spaces did not prove necessary, as all 8 animals readily escaped through the 
mesh, which was held tightly over the hoops of the nets. The mesh size proved an 
impediment to only the 1 male animal (1300g), but even then a small twist of the shoulder 
girdle permitted him to pass through. 

It can be concluded from this experiment that some platypuses can readily escape from the 
drum nets currently in use by professional fishermen in New South Wales. However, it must 
be pointed out that only small platypuses were used in this brief experiment. During the 
experiment only one adult male animal was captured and was used in the net trials. This 
1300g male was quite small when compared to some adult males of the species. Adult males 
average 1700g and may be as large as 2.5kg (Grant, 1989), especially in west-flowing rivers 
of the state (Grant and Temple-Smith, 1983). Fishermen interviewed during the study in the 
Echuca-Barham area admitted to occasionally drowning platypuses in drum nets (Appendix 
II) and one indicated that the only individual drowned by him was a "large male". Certainly 
small males and most females should be able to escape from drum nets of the current legal 
mesh size. Both of the nets used in the experiment were loaned by the Division of Fisheries, 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, and were confiscated from illegal fishermen, hence 
the smaller than legal mesh size in one net. The use of nets with smaller meshes would 
almost certainly drown platypuses. 

Mesh nets of 130mm have been used previously by one of the authors (TRG) and have been 
found to catch platypuses. Unlike drum nets, the meshes of gill nets entangle animals and do 
not permit them to pass through. 

(b) Early and Current Inland Fisheries Regulations 

The early fishery had few regulations, although the Fisheries Act of 1881 imposed a net mesh 
size of 3" (76mm) and the Inland Waters Fisheries Act, 1887 provided for closures of waters 
to netting (Thompson, 1893). In spite of recommendations from the honorary inspectors and 
by fishermen themselves for a mesh size of 4" (Wiltshire, 1887; Dannevig, 1903), to reduce 
the catch of smaller fishes in the population, both drum and gill nets of between 2.5 and 4 
inches (64-100mm)(Stead, 1903) were used until 1915 when regulations made the legal 
mesh size 4" for both types of nets (Anderson, 1915). Regulations from this time until the 
current ones proved almost impossible to find and it is not known when the 130mm (5") mesh 
size for nets came into force, although a digest supplied to a fisherman in spirit duplicated 
form around 1949 was thought to have included this regulation. In any event, it was quite late, 
before drum nets were being used which would not catch and drown platypuses. According to 
Langtry (pers. comm. circa1990) he was using the currently accepted nets in his 1949-50 fish 
surveys and was drowning platypuses in the lower Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers in both 
drum and gill nets. 

The early fishery then had considerable potential to wreak havoc on platypus populations in 
the rivers of New South Wales as it overlapped much of the distribution of the species, both 
east and west of the Great Dividing Range. Since approximately 1960 (Bill Brinsley, retired 
Chief Inspector, Fisheries Division, New South Wales Department of Agriculture and 
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Fisheries) the range of inland fisheries have been restricted and today mainly overlap with the 
current distribution of the platypus in areas where the species is now not common. Critical 
questions which must be asked are the following: 

1. Did the early fishery reduce the distribution of the platypus in New South Wales? 

2. Is the current fishery having an effect on platypus populations in the state? 

(c)  Effects of the Early Inland Fishery 

• East-Flowing Rivers 

Although the early inland fishery was widespread it appears that platypus distribution has not 
been affected in the east-flowing rivers of the state as the species now occupies all 22 river 
systems east of the Great Dividing Range. 

• West-Flowing Rivers  

Border Rivers, Darling, Gwydir, Namoi and Castlereagh Rivers. 

The Namoi River appears on lists of catches of freshwater fish and crustaceans in the Annual 
Reports of Fisheries24 until at least 1950. Actual locations, effort etc are not given for this 
river, although Narrabri and Gunnedah are mentioned as towns from which fish was freighted 
to Sydney in the 1900 and 1898 reports respectively. No information was available for the 
Border Rivers, Gwydir or Castlereagh River fisheries, although it is likely that all of these 
rivers were fished when there was sufficient water, as the Darling River to Bourke is 
mentioned in the Annual Reports, as are Walgett and Brewarrina on the Barwon River. 

It seems unlikely that fishing eliminated the platypus from these rivers as they still occur in the 
headwaters of all of the systems and have not re-invaded the lower reaches. This is in spite 
of no commercial fishing occurring for over 30 years, and more constant flows of water in 
many of the rivers due to releases of impounded waters for irrigation purposes (Laurie et al., 
1979). Information from Aboriginal literature (Section 6.4) seems to substantiate the notion 
that platypuses have probably never occurred as more than transient individuals in these 
rivers where they flow through the north western plains. 

Macquarie-Bogan Rivers System 

Catches from the Bogan and Macquarie Rivers are reported in the Annual Reports of 
Fisheries in New South Wales up until at least 1957 and 1960 respectively, and the towns of 
Bathurst, Orange, Wellington, Dubbo and Nyngan are noted as places of shipment of fish to 
Sydney around the turn of the 20th Century. The Cudgegong River was also fished and fish 
shipped to Sydney from Mudgee (Fisheries of New South Wales Annual Report, 1916). 

Again it seems unlikely that the early fishery eliminated the platypus from the plains areas of 
the Macquarie River. The species is found today between Bathurst and Wellington and in 
tributaries like the Cudgegong River, where fishing occurred. If its distribution was affected, it 
seems to have recovered in the upper reaches of the river. There has also been no 
commercial fishing in the lower Macquarie River for at least 30 years and environmental 
releases of water are provided for the Macquarie Marshes area from Burrendong Dam 
(Anon., 1990), so that it would seem unusual that the species has not re-occupied this area if 
it has ever been part of its normal distribution. The Wiradjuri peoples of the Dubbo-Mudgee 

                                            
24 There is no evidence in any of these reports of the capture of platypuses during netting operations in any rivers in New South 
Wales. 
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area had the word billadurong for the platypus. However, this group extended into areas in 
the headwaters of the system where the platypus is still common (Appendices III and IV). 

There is no evidence that the platypus ever occurred in the Bogan River (Burrell, 1927), 
presumably due to its intermittent nature. 

Lachlan River System 

Because of the nature of the records, it is again impossible to determine the exact nature of 
the inland fishery in the Lachlan River. However, the river was fished until at least 1960 as far 
upstream as Forbes (Fisheries of New South Wales Annual Reports). 

For the same reasons as discussed above for the Macquarie and the rivers of the north 
western plains, it seems unlikely that the early fishery affected the western distribution of the 
platypus in this river system. The Aboriginal peoples of the Willandra Creek area did not 
include the platypus in their vocabulary and assurance has been given (Donaldson, pers. 
com. Circa 1990) that this is because they were not familiar with the animal. 

Murrumbidgee River System 

During 1949-50 J.O. Langtry carried out fisheries investigations on the Murray and 
Murrumbidgee Rivers (Cadwallader, 1977). Unfortunately much of the netting activities were 
done by contracted local fishermen and so little was reported concerning capture of wildlife, 
and nothing of platypuses, except from the recollections of Langtry himself (personal 
communication 1990; Appendix II for details). Langtry regularly captured platypuses in both 
his drum and gill nets in the Murrumbidgee on "Bringagee" station, downstream of Darlington 
Point. Such were the numbers captured, that he often pulled his nets out, and he reports that 
the son of the then station owner/manager slept under a platypus skin rug. Platypuses have 
been sighted in this part of the river at Birdcage Reserve (see Appendix II; Armstrong 1990) 
but are seldom seen or captured, in spite of professional fishing operations. 

In 1944 two platypuses were drowned by a professional fisherman in the Murrumbidgee River 
at Balranald. The species is rarely reported in this part of the river today (Appendix II and 
Grant, 1988). The river is now closed to professional fishing upstream of Darlington Point 
(McDonall, 1982) and has been for around 30 years (Bill Brinsley, Division of Fisheries, 
personal communication circa 1990). It is interesting to note that Grant (1988) reported more 
regular recent records of platypuses upstream of this point, suggesting that the commercial 
fishery may have had an effect on the distribution and numbers of platypuses in the lower 
reaches of the Murrumbidgee River. 

The fishery once extended up the river system at least as far as Yass. Platypuses are now 
commonly seen from this area down to Narrandera, and especially around Wagga Wagga 
(Table 6.3). It would seem an obvious conclusion that the species has recovered from any 
adverse effects of fishing in this area in earlier times. The fact that the species has continued 
to inhabit this part of the river, or re-occupied it after commercial fishing has ceased, further 
substantiates the conclusions regarding the Lachlan and Macquarie Rivers and those of the 
north western plains. It also suggests however, that the current fishery may be suppressing 
recovery of the species in the lower reaches of the Murrumbidgee River, where they were 
captured by Langtry and are still occasionally seen or captured. 

Aboriginal peoples from the Narrandera area used the word dhummbirrity for the platypus, 
although these peoples also extended their range into the headwaters of the Lachlan River, 
where platypuses are numerous today. There is also a tentative identification of a word for 
the species in the MutiMuti language of the Balranald Plains (Appendices III and IV; Hercus, 
1969). 
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The Murray River System. 

This river was the focus of the cod fishery in South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales. 
Both current local fishermen (Appendix II) in the three states and Langtry (1949- 50, pers. 
comm. 1990) reported none, or only a very few captures of platypuses in the Lower Murray 
River between Mildura and lake Alexandrina. This area was extremely heavily fished after the 
introduction of drum nets to the fishery around 1880 (Dannevig, 1903, Dakin and Kesteven, 
1938, Rowland, 1989; Pierce, 1990) and it is possible that platypuses were reduced to very 
low numbers, or suffered local extinctions at that time. There is no historical evidence to 
support this suggestion however, and the lack of Aboriginal and palaeontological information 
from this area (see Figure 6.8 and Appendices III and IV) probably makes it unlikely that the 
species was ever common here. 

There are no Aboriginal references to platypuses from the peoples of the Benanee area, 
between Mildura and the junction with the Murrumbidgee, except for the MutiMuti peoples of 
the Balranald Plains, who extended down to the Murray River near Boundary Bend. There 
are, however a number of references to the species between here and Echuca, an area 
where it is not currently common. The WatiWati word for Swan Hill (martyrocquert) is their 
word for the platypus (Appendices III and IV). It is possible that platypus distribution and 
numbers have been reduced in this area by the fishery. 

Langtry (1949-50, pers. comm. 1990) also captured platypuses in reasonable numbers 
around Barmah, upstream of Echuca. From here to Albury (the current upstream limit of 
commercial fishing) platypuses are more commonly encountered and are still drowned by the 
few professional fishermen working this part of the river (Grant, 1988 and Appendix II). 
Fishing once extended upstream of Albury and the whole of the Murray-Riverina area was 
very heavily fished (Table 6.8). For example, in the Albury district in 1928 there were 1,300 
fishermen, using 1,000 boats, 13,000 drum nets and 2,000 gill nets in the area (Fisheries of 
New South Wales Annual Reports). Platypus populations have either persisted through this 
extreme fishing pressure, or have reinvaded from upstream, even in spite of some current 
commercial fishing between Albury and Echuca. 

Considering the extreme fishing pressure, using gear which is known to capture platypuses, it 
is almost certain that considerable reduction of platypus populations would have occurred 
during the early fishing operations in the Murray- Riverina (Albury to Swan Hill), including the 
tributaries of the Murray, such as the Edwards and Wakool Rivers, and in the Murrumbidgee 
River. These areas support platypuses today, although they are not numerous, especially 
downstream of Echuca on the Murray River, including the lower reaches of the Edward and 
Wakool Rivers, and below Wagga Wagga on the Murrumbidgee River. It is therefore likely 
that these areas supported platypuses before the start of the fishery in the late 1800's 

(d) Effects of the Current Inland Fishery 

It is most instructive to note that in both the Murrumbidgee and Murray River systems the 
areas where platypuses are found, but are not numerous, are in the areas where there is 
currently commercial fishing operations. This applies to the Murrumbidgee River downstream 
of Darlington Point and the Murray and its tributaries, especially below Cobram. There are no 
details of fishing pressure in various parts of the river, but it appears from interviews with 
fishermen that there is less commercial fishing upstream of this town on the Murray River 
than below it, possibly due to the nature of the river and the high incidence of European carp 
(Cyprinus carjpio)(Sam Costa, pers. comm. circa 1990). There is some evidence that this is 
also the part of the river, within the region of commercial fishing, where platypuses are most 
numerous (Appendix II; Clifford, Costa). 
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Most fishermen interviewed in the present study complained of the amount of illegal netting 
activity in the Murray-Riverina area and lower Murrumbidgee River. This was confirmed by 
Chris Clark (pers. comm. 1990), the Fisheries Inspector at Deniliquin, who had confiscated 
20 illegally set drum nets in the three weeks prior to his being interviewed. The use of illegal 
drum and gill nets is possibly more important than those used by commercial fishermen, as 
they are often of mesh sizes smaller than the regulation 130mm mesh. Illegal fishing and its 
control has been the bane of the fishery since its early days. In the 1904 Fisheries of New 
South Wales Annual Report complaint was made that "during the closed season for Murray 
cod, illegal netting was continually carried on in the Murray River by residents on the 
Victorian side, who, on the approach of the police in this state, hauled their nets on to 
Victorian soil, in the belief that they were outside the jurisdiction of this [the N.S.W.] 
department". During the year of 1921 300 illegal nets were confiscated by New South Wales 
inspectors (Fisheries of New South Wales Annual Report, 1921). 

It is suggested that the current commercial fishery and illegal fishing activities in the Murray-
Riverina area and the lower Murrumbidgee River may be suppressing an increase in 
numbers of the platypus in these areas. It is also suggested that the species has probably 
always been a rare inhabitant of the lower Murray River and possibly Benanee areas, as well 
as the lower reaches of other west-flowing rivers in New South Wales, and that therefore the 
early and current fishery has had little effect on the distribution of O. anatinus. 

6.6.2  The Eel Fishery 

Unlike Tasmania, Victoria and Queensland, New South Wales does not have a fully-fledged 
eel fishery. The use of fyke nets is not permitted in inland streams and rivers, although 4 
licences have been issued for the capture of eels in freshwater impoundments. The Division 
of Fisheries of the New South Wales Department of Agriculture and Fisheries is in the 
process of developing guidelines for the establishment of such a fishery in the state. These 
guidelines are likely to restrict eel fishing to estuaries and artificial impoundments of above a 
certain size, using wingless baited traps, as are used in the industry in Queensland (Section 
7.6.2) (Paul O'Connor, Division of Fisheries, Orange, pers. comm., 1991). 

According to Queensland authorities (John Beumer, Fisheries Division, Queensland 
Department of Primary Industries, pers. comm., 1991), these regulations have minimised 
platypus mortality as a result of eel fishing in that state. The use of traps with no wings not 
only reduces drowning of platypuses, but also prevents mortality of small forage fish species, 
which are often captured by "gilling" in the wings of fyke nets. The present authors favour the 
continued prohibition of fyke netting in streams and rivers of eastern New South Wales, as 
platypuses are present in ALL of these river systems. Platypuses seldom use the deep (> 5-
10m) waters of major impoundments, but will use their headwaters and are found in lakes 
behind smaller dams and weirs (Grant, 1988). The use of wingless traps, combined with their 
restriction to impounded waters should minimise impact of eel fishing on platypus populations 
in New South Wales. However this situation should be closely monitored by fishery and 
wildlife authorities, as should the by-catch of other wildlife species, such as tortoises and 
water rats, which will enter baited traps. 

In all other states in which an eel fishery has operated, there has been conflict between the 
fishery and platypus conservation (Sections 4.6.4 and 5.6.2). Law enforcement problems 
have also been encountered in these states, and it would seem prudent to delay the 
establishment of such a fishery until problems of gear and regulations have been resolved. At 
this stage there are NO operators in the state whose entire livelihood depends on the eel 
fishing industry. 
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 6.6.3  Other Fisheries 

There is a small yabby fishery in New South Wales, involving 8 professional fishermen, 
fishing waters west of the Great Dividing Range (Paul O'Connor, pers. comm., 1991), as well 
as amateurs, who are permitted to use up to 5 yabby traps and hoop or lift nets in waters 
other than notified trout waters, and hand-hauled nets in ground tanks, bore drains or 
lagoons, but not in streams, rivers, lakes or dams (Munroe, 1988). It is considered that yabby 
fishing poses little threat to platypuses, although platypuses are occasionally reported as 
being drowned in non-regulation wire traps, probably set to catch yabbies (Grant, 
unpublished)25. 

Individual platypuses are occasionally captured on fishing lines, including set live-baited lines, 
artificial flies and even artificial spinners (Grant, unpublished). This may lead to the death of 
these animals if they swallow the hook (resulting in internal injury), if fishermen cut the line, 
leaving the hook in place (possibly resulting in difficulty in feeding) or if the animal is killed 
through ignorance and fear of being spurred. While it is possible to reduce mortality by 
education of fishermen in handling and identifying male platypuses, or by insuring that 
stainless steel hooks (which do not readily corrode away) are not used in inland waters, no 
special recommendations are made to avoid this minor cause of platypus mortality. 

6.7 MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH 

Recommendations which apply to a variety of human impacts on riverine systems in all states 
are presented in Section 2.3 but special recommendations are given here with regard to 
fishery operations in this state. 

While a complete closure of the inland fishery would probably permit the platypus to increase 
in numbers in the areas within its normal distribution discussed above, such a closure would 
be impractical. Principally, this is because of the employment which the industry provides in 
rural areas, but also because it seems possible to regulate the fishery to minimise, or prevent 
drowning of platypuses. The following recommendations would facilitate this and it is 
suggested that these matters be taken up with the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries in 
New South Wales by the Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that: 

1. The use of gill nets be banned from the industry as even nets of very large mesh 
catch and drown platypuses. 

2. The legal mesh size for drum nets continue to be set at AT LEAST 130mm, or 
even increased to 150mm, to ensure the escape of captured platypuses. It is 
suggested that an experiment like that described in Section 6.6.1 be carried out 
with large platypuses to determine the mesh size which would permit escape of 
platypuses. 

3. The illegal netting activities be further curtailed by the appointment of more 
inspectors, who have greater capabilities of covering the vast areas of the 
western river systems in question. 

4. Fishermen be required to report the capture of wildlife species, and that this 
process be overseen by (e.g. random checks) fishing inspectors and/or 

                                            
25 Platypuses are drowned in yabby traps (set both legally and illegally) and currently there are regulations in 
each state aimed at reducing this by-catch mortality (Serena and Williams, 2010; Serena et al, 2014)  
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personnel from the New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

5. Survey work be commissioned by the Australian National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, in collaboration with the New South Wales Service to monitor the 
expected changes to platypus distribution and numbers as a result of 
implementation of these measures. 

It should be noted that illegal fishing for introduced salmonid species (notably Salmo trutta and 
Oncoryhnchus mykiss) with mesh nets in rivers and streams closed to commercial fishing has 
also posed problems for local platypus populations in New South Wales. At present it seems 
that this has been reduced considerably by the activities of law enforcement personnel from 
the Division of Fisheries, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. However, IT IS 
RECOMMENDED that the Division of Fisheries and the National Parks and Wildlife Service in 
New South Wales be encouraged to assess the impact of this activity on wildlife species 
(including waterfowl, turtles and the platypus) and to increase law enforcement activities if it is 
found necessary. 

The establishment of an eel fishery in New South Wales is perhaps the greatest threat to 
local populations of platypuses, unless methods alternative to fyke nets are developed to 
capture eels in that state. IT IS RECOMMENDED that fisheries and wildlife authorities 
collaborate in research to develop and monitor alternative methods of capturing eels, and that 
the establishment of an eel fishery in freshwater streams and rivers NOT be considered at 
this time. 

The platypus is still occasionally reported around the Sydney metropolitan area. IT IS 
RECOMMENDED that funding be provided for a survey to assess the current status of the 
species and, if necessary, to provide for its conservation in this area. 

It would appear that the extent of flooding in west-flowing rivers may have acted to curtail the 
distribution of the platypus in western New South Wales. IT IS RECOMMENDED that this 
aspect of the biology of the species be further investigated. It is worth noting that the current 
authors were unsuccessful in their application for funding from the Australian National Parks 
and Wildlife Service to carry out this work in the 1990-91 financial year. 

6.8 CONSERVATION STATUS 

The platypus is considered COMMON over most of its distribution within the state of New 
South Wales. 

In the study of Grant (1988) platypuses were recorded from 23 parks and 6 reserves in the 
east-flowing systems and from only 6 parks and 2 reserves in west-flowing rivers of New 
South Wales. This observation reflects, not only the lack of occurrence of platypuses in the 
lower reaches of west-flowing rivers, but also the fact that National Parks are less numerous 
west of the Great Dividing Range. Reports were received from 29 and 12 individual State 
Forests from east and west of the Great Dividing Range respectively. 

The National Parks, Nature Reserves, State Recreation Areas and Wildlife Refuges from 
which sightings were made are detailed in Grant (1988). It can be said that the species is 
protected in at least 26 individual parks (several occupy more than 1 river system), 5 Nature 
Reserves and 1 State Recreation Area, as well as having some measure of protection in 
private land declared as wildlife refuges. With regard to this protection, it must be noted that 
the same degree of protection is not afforded if the park or reserve in question does not cover 
the total catchment of the watercourses within it. Fortunately, many of the parks do control 
either all, or a significant part of their catchments, although the same cannot be said for the 
other reserves from which platypuses were reported. 
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IT IS RECOMMENDED that some priority be given to acquiring land for National Parks in the 
upper reaches of west-flowing rivers to protect the habitats of the species in its distribution 
west of the Great Dividing Range in New South Wales. 
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CHAPTER 7:  QUEENSLAND 

7.1  INTRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 

Gould (1863) gave the distribution of the platypus on mainland Australia as being on the 
"south-eastern part of the continent from Moreton Bay to Port Phillip. However, Ogilby (1892) 
extended that distribution in Queensland to south of latitude 18°S and Waite (1896) reported 
platypuses being shot at Herberton (17° 25'S). Burrell (1927) gave the occurrence of the 
species in the state as being south of latitude 15°S and east of longitude 138°E. Stone (1983) 
found that there was no evidence to suggest that the species currently occurs west of the 
Great Dividing Range in central and north Queensland26, but extends into the headwaters of 
the Condamine-Culgoa and Border Rivers river systems in southern Queensland. The 
apparent discrepancies between the reported historical and recent distributions in the west of 
the state are discussed below (Sections 7.2, 7.3, 7.4), but it appear that the overall 
distribution of the platypus in Queensland has changed little during the time of European 
settlement. 

During the present study, information was gathered from a number of sources, including the 
journals listed in Appendix V, other literature and specimens in Museums of other states. 
Data for recent distribution was based mainly on the work of Stone (1983), who conducted a 
questionnaire survey. In his report, Stone reported platypus records (both positive and 
negative) in 10° bands of latitude. This data have been transferred to river systems (Figure 
2.2) in the present study, and are summarised in Table 7.1. As for other states, the data are 
categorised into recent (post-1970) and two classes of historical categories; 1900-1969 
(Appendix IX) and pre-1900 (Appendix IX). Stone (1983) searched the material in the 
Queensland Museum and in some of the historical literature. The specimens in the 
Queensland Museum were not re-examined, but a greater range of historical literature was 
consulted, including Aboriginal literature. Unfortunately, the groups of Aboriginal people in 
Queensland were very numerous, and owing to the constraints of time, only literature 
concerning peoples of areas of special interest were consulted, except where reference was 
made to Queensland peoples in literature concerning other states. The waters of the river 
systems draining west into the Gulf of Carpentaria and northern rivers of the North-East 
Drainage Divisions, on the Cape York Peninsula, were considered as the areas of special 
interest. 

7.2  RECENT EVIDENCE 

Currently the platypus occurs in 24 of the 71 river systems of Queensland (34%; Table 2.1), 
not including those of the Lake Eyre Drainage Division. These data include the occurrence of 
the species in 21 of the 46 river systems of the North-East Coast Drainage Division, 3 of the 
5 rivers draining into the Murray Darling Division and none of the 20 rivers of the Gulf of 
Carpentaria Division (Table 7.1). 

Table 7.1  Occurrence of platypuses in the river systems of Queensland during recent and 
historical times. √ = recorded as occurring since 1970 or recorded in Aboriginal literature on 
culture or linguistics; X = noted as not occurring since 1970, or not mentioned in Aboriginal 
literature, where such literature was consulted; - = no records or references were found in this 
study. F = fossil record. Number of systems in which present/number of records or references 
found (e.g. 9/16 = out of 46 possible river systems in the North-East Coast Drainage Division 
platypuses were known to occur in 9 river systems between 1900 and 1969; 16 such records 
were found during this study). 

                                            
26 One of the authors (TRG) has a reliable report of a platypus seen in Rifle Creek in 2009, near Mt Malloy 
(northern Queensland), which flows west into the Mitchell River, which turn flows to the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
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DRAINAGE DIVISION:  I NORTH-EAST COAST 

 RECORDS  
RIVER SYSTEM POST 

1970 
1900-
1969 

Pre 1900 ABORIGINAL 

1 Jacky Jacky Ck - 0 0 X 
2 Olive-Pascoe X 0 0 X 
3 Lockhart X 0 0 X 
4 Stewart X 0 0  
5 Normanby 0 0 0 X 
6 Jeannie - 0 0 - 
7 Endeavour √ 0 0 - 
8 Daintree √ 1 1 - 
9 Mossman √ 0 0 - 
10 Barron √ 2 1 - 
11 Mulgrave-Russell - 0 0 - 
12 Johnstone √  0 0 - 
13 Tully √  0 0 - 
14 Murray - 0 0 - 

15 Hinchinbrook Is - - - - 

16 Herbert √  2 1 - 

17 Black - 0 1 - 

18 Ross X 0 0 - 
19 Haughton - 0 0 - 
20 Burdekin √ 1 1 - 
21 Don - 0 0 - 
22 Proserpine - 0 0 - 
23 Whitsunday - 0 0 - 
24 O’Connell - 0 0 - 
25 Pioneer √ 1 0 - 
26 Plain - 0 0 - 
27 Styx √ 0 0 - 
28 Shoalwater Ck - 0 0 - 
29 Water Park Ck - 0 0 - 
30 Fitzroy √ 2 0 - 
31 Curtis - 0 0 - 
32 Calliope √ 0 0 - 
33 Boyne √ 0 0 - 
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34 Baffle Ck - 0 0 - 
35 Kolan - 0 0 - 
36 Burnett √ 2 3 √ 
37 Burrum X 0 0 - 
38 Mary √ 0 0 √ 
39 Fraser X 0 0 - 
40 Noosa √ 0 0 - 
41 Maroochy √ 0 0 - 
42 Pine √ 2 0 - 
43 Brisbane √ 3 1+F - 
44 Moreton Bay Is - 0 0 - 
45 Logan-Albert √ 0 0 - 
46 South Coast √ 0 0 - 

46  21/- 9/16 7/9 - 
 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY-DARLING 

 RECORDS  
RIVER SYSTEM POST 

1970 
1900-
1969 

Pre 1900 ABORIGINAL 

16 Border Rivers √ 1 0+F - 
17 Moonie ? 0 0 - 
22 Condamine-Culgoa √ 2 1+F √ 
23 Warrego X 0 0 - 
24 Paroo 1 0 0 - 
5  3/- 2/3 1/1 - 
 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  GULF OF CARPENTARIA 

 RECORDS  
RIVER SYSTEM POST 

1970 
1900-
1969 

Pre 1900 ABORIGINAL 

10 Settlement Creek - 0 0 - 
11 Mornington Is - 0 0 - 
12 Nicholson - 0 0 - 
13 Leichhardt - 0 1 X 
14 Morning Inlet - 0 0 - 
15 Flinders X 0 0 - 
16 Norman X 0 2 - 
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17 Gilbert - 0 0 - 
18 Staaten - 0 0 - 
19 Mitchell X27 1 0 X 
20 Coleman - 0 0 X 
21 Holroyd - 0 0 X 
22 Archer - 0 0 X 
23 Watson - 0 0 X 

24 Embley - 0 0 X 

25 Wenlock - 0 0 X 

26 Ducie - 0 0 X 

27 Jardine - 0 0 X 
28 Torres Strait - 0 0 - 
29 Groote Eylandt - 0 0 - 

20  0/0 1/1 2/3 - 
 

Figure 7.1 shows the current distribution of platypuses in Queensland. These data are mainly 
from Stone (1983), representing all of the sightings, which he classified as "reliable". The 
figure also shows negative reports and confirms that the species occurs widely in rivers 
running to the east coast throughout the state, from around Cooktown to the New South 
Wales border. It must be noted however, that records from the central east of the state were 
not numerous, although some areas had multiple sightings (e.g. Eungella National Park, 
Broken River, Burdekin River system west of Mackay, the Burdekin River at Charters Towers 
and in the Fitzroy River and its tributaries west of Rockhampton), possibly indicating the 
species to be more widespread than records indicate28. Occurrence in west-flowing rivers is 
only in the headwaters of rivers draining into the northern end of the Murray-Darling system. 

7.3 EUROPEAN HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

Sixteen reports of platypuses were found for Queensland in the period of 1900-1969, 
including 9 river systems out of the 46 in the North-East Coast Drainage Divisions (20%), 2 
out of the 5 draining into the Murray-Darling system (40%) and 1 from 20 flowing west to the 
Gulf of Carpentaria (5%; Table 7.1). Apart from the report of platypuses being found in the 
headwaters of the Mitchell River by Burrell (1927)27, all of these reports are from rivers where 
the species is found today. 

Similarly, the 9 reports of platypuses in Queensland prior to 1900 are from 7 river systems in 
the North-East Coast Drainage Division, 1 from the Border Rivers (Murray Darling system) 
and 1 from each of the Leichhardt and Norman Rivers, draining to the Gulf, and again 
include those rivers in which platypuses presently occur. This is with the exception of the 
Norman and Leichhardt Rivers, where Armit (1878) reported seeing an individual "in a large 
water-hole situated 150 miles west of Georgetown on the road to Normanton" (approximately 

                                            
27 One of the authors (TRG) has a reliable report of a platypus seen in Rifle Creek in 2009, near Mt Malloy 
(northern Queensland), which flows west into the Mitchell River. 
28  Recent evidence also seems to suggest a gap in the distribution between Bowen and Townsville (mainly the 
lower Burdekin River catchment). Van Dyck and Strahan (2008), Kolomyjec et al. (2013). 
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the site of the settlement of Glenore today) and reported that his Aboriginal helpers informed 
him that they saw this "funny fellow" in the upper Herbert (east-flowing) and in the Leichhardt 
River. Waite (1896) reported that a Mr. Walcott from Tenterfield (N.S.W.) had "two platypi 
shot or trapped in the Norman River, Normanton (17° 28'S, 140° 56'E)." It is these records 
that Burrell (1927) used to give the western extent of the species' distribution in Queensland 
and not his own observations. Neither these reports, nor that of Burrell (1927) have been 
substantiated more recently. Griffiths (1978) was unable to confirm the Glenore or 
Normanton reports, and Stone (1983) received negative reports from the Gulf Rivers, 
including the Mitchell. 

 

Figure 7.1 Current distribution of the platypus in Queensland (Data from Stone, 
1983). 

 

  
 
Figure 7.2 shows a historical distribution, which closely correlates with the recent distribution 
(Figure 7.1), with the exceptions discussed above. It is possible that platypuses may have 
occupied west-flowing rivers in the past, but it is impossible to determine if these were odd 
individuals washed down from headwater areas after floods, or if the range of the species 
has indeed contracted in these areas. The former is certainly a possibility for the Mitchell, 
some of whose tributaries arise in the Mt. Windsor tablelands, where platypuses are found in 

Positive reports 

Negative reports 
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the headwaters of the east-flowing Daintree River (Richard, 1986 and pers. comm.)29. 
However, no Aboriginal literature concerning culture or language was found which supported 
this possibility (Section 7.4). 

 

Figure 7.2 Historical distribution of the platypus in Queensland.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
29 One of the authors (TRG) has a reliable report of a platypus seen in Rifle Creek in 2009, near Mt Malloy 
(northern Queensland). 
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The absence of the platypus from the east-flowing rivers of Cape York north of Cooktown 
was confirmed by Carrick, Grant and Griffiths (Griffiths, 1978; personal observation, 1976). 
However, the reason for this absence is a mystery. It has been suggested that the presence 
of crocodiles in this area may be the reason (Griffiths, 1978). The current range of the 
freshwater species, Crocodylus iohnstoni. does not appear to overlap that of the platypus 
(Webb and Manolis, 1988a). However, that of the saltwater species, Crocodylus porosus. 
extends well into much of the range of the platypus in northern Queensland (Webb and 
Manolis, 1988b). Two reports of platypuses being seen in the same area as crocodiles were 
found (Alligator Creek, Fitzroy River system, 1970, Stone, 1983; Nebo River, Burdekin River 
system, near Collinsville, 1958, anon. pers. comm.), and Griffiths (1978) relates a report of a 
platypus being found in the stomach of a saltwater crocodile shot in the Daintree River. 
Platypuses are not specifically listed as food items of either species of crocodile by Webb 
and Manolis (1988a, b), but there has been no systematic study of the detail of the 
correspondence of the ranges of C. porosus and the platypus. Grant (1989) suggested that 
the extent of wet season flooding may be involved in the truncation of the platypus 
distribution on Cape York, as may be the case with the truncation of the distribution of the 
species in the west-flowing rivers of New South Wales. This hypothesis needs further 
investigation. 

7.4 ABORIGINAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND PALAEONTOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

Apart from the report by Armit's native helpers (Armit, 1878), no evidence from culture or 
linguistics could be found for the occurrence of the platypus in the west-flowing rivers of the 
Gulf of Carpentaria Drainage Division, although the literature was not extensive. Burrell 
(1927) indicated that the species had been reported in the Mitchell River, which flows west to 
the Gulf. However, Richards (1926) gave an exhaustive vocabulary for the western 
Hodgkinson (Djankun; Tindale, 1974) Aboriginal people from the headwaters of the Mitchell 
River, including many species of fauna. The platypus was not on this list. The platypus was 
not included in the 24 species of flora and fauna noted by Roth (1897) from his ethnological 
studies in the Leichhardt-Selwyn River area. 

Carrick, Grant and Griffiths (Griffiths, 1978; Grant, unpublished) found that Aboriginal people 
at Coen and those on the Lockhart River Mission at Iron Range knew nothing of platypuses 
on Cape York, finding a stuffed animal completely curious and unfamiliar. Mathews (1900) 
did not include the platypus (water mole) in a list of totem animals of the peoples of Cape 
York, while Thomson (1933), who studied the sociology, including initiation and totemism, of 
the Cape York peoples, did not list the platypus in his extensive glossary. 

Although the water rat is known to occur on Cape York today, it was not in Thomson's 
glossary either; the little evidence which could be collected during the current study indicates 
that the platypus has probably never been a component of the fauna of the Gulf Rivers or 
those of the Cape York Peninsula. 

A survey of the literature on culture and linguistics of the Aboriginal peoples of Queensland 
was not carried out, as it was for other states. However, Table 7.1 shows 4 records that were 
found during other literature searches. The following words were noted as being used for the 
platypus by Aboriginal peoples in southern Queensland; tohunbuck was used on the Darling 
Downs around Warwick, dhur'ku on the upper Mary River (Curr, 1889) and jungjumore 
around Gayndah on the Burnett River (Semon, 1899). Semon (1899) indicated that he had 
trouble getting native people to collect platypuses for him, as they found their flesh abhorrent 
to eat. This seems strange, as Aboriginal people ate the species in other parts of Australia 
and Tasmania and its occurrence in material collected in a rock shelter on the Brisbane River 
(Hall and Hiscock, 1988) suggests that it was eaten in that area of southern Queensland. 
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Three fossil records of O. anatinus from the Quaternary period were reported in the literature 
consulted in this study, two being from the Pleistocene period on the Darling Downs (De Vis, 
1885; Archer and Hand, 1984) area of Queensland and one from Holocene deposits near 
Brisbane (Hall and Hiscock, 1988). One of the Darling Downs specimens, dated only to the 
Pleistocene period, was originally named as a species different from the modern platypus (O. 
agilis), but has subsequently been reclassified into the extant species grouping. The other 
Queensland fossils, attributed to the late Pleistocene of the eastern Darling Downs (possibly 
around 30,000 years ago; Archer and Hand, 1984) and Holocene period on the Brisbane 
River (600- 4,500 years ago; Hall and Hiscock, 1988) respectively, almost certainly indicate 
that the modern species occupied a range in southern Queensland during that time which 
was similar to the current distribution. 

7.5 CONCLUSIONS 

It would appear that the current distribution of the platypus in Queensland is similar to that 
which has existed before and during European settlement of the state. It is COMMON in 
many of the east-flowing rivers, south of Cooktown, but is probably NOT FOUND in the rivers 
draining the western slopes of the Great Dividing Range in central or northern Queensland. It 
is however, COMMONLY found in the headwaters of the Border Rivers and the Condamine 
River, in the south of the state. 

7.6 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

During the study, no special issues were identified for the state of Queensland. The eel 
fishery in that state is discussed below (Section 7.6.1) as it appears that regulations 
controlling the industry in this state result in minimisation of impact on platypuses. The 
discussion and recommendations made in Chapter 2, relating to human impacts on the 
platypus Australia-wide are applicable to the state of Queensland. 

7.6.1 The Eel Fishery 

The eel fishery in Queensland is restricted to artificial impoundments and to farm dams. This 
restriction in itself reduces the overlap between the industry and the distribution of the 
platypus. The platypus does occur in impoundments and farm dams, but the deep water of 
large impoundments are seldom used (Grant, 1981; Grant and Denny, 1987a) and reports of 
platypus in farm dams are not common (Grant, 1988). 

The type of gear permitted in the fishery further restricts the impact on platypuses. Fyke nets, 
which are used in Tasmania and Victoria (Sections 4.6.4 and 5.6.2), have 1 to 3 "wings" 
which direct feeding eels into the funnels of the net. It is these "wings" which have the most 
impact on platypuses, as they also direct individuals of this bottom-feeding species into the 
net, trapping them below the water, where they quickly drown. In Queensland, the use of 
baited "wingless" traps, which attract eels, rather than direct them, militates against the 
capture of platypuses. 

The regulations governing freshwater eel fishing in Queensland also require fishermen to 
give notice of fishing in an area so than an inspection can be made, if considered 
appropriate, and furnish 3 monthly returns of fishing effort, localities and catches. These 
regulations, which are shown in full in Appendix X, are seen as a model for other states, 
especially for New South Wales, where the industry is only beginning and no person relies 
on it for their complete income. IT IS RECOMMENDED that fishermen be required to furnish 
details of by-catch of wildlife species in their 3-monthly returns. The inspection clause in the 
regulations would make it a simple matter for the National Parks and Wildlife Service to carry 
out spot checks on the returns supplied by fishermen. Valuable information could be 
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gathered in this way, which would allow any impact of the industry on wildlife species to be 
assessed. 

It is understood that the fisheries authorities in New South Wales are considering the 
institution of regulations similar to the Queensland ones for the proposed fishery in that state 
(Paul O'Connor, pers. comm., 1991). 

7.7 MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH 

As no special issues were identified in Queensland during the study, only the 
recommendations for management and research given in Chapter 2 are applicable to this 
state. However, the work of Stone (1983) indicates that the fine detail of distribution and 
habitat utilisation by platypuses in Queensland is poorly understood and IT IS SUGGESTED 
that the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service encourage platypus research in the 
state, particularly with regard to the conservation of the species and the possible reasons for 
its non-occurrence in the rivers of the Cape York Peninsula, consideration should be given to 
include more of the species' habitat in National Parks (Section 7.8). 

7.8 CONSERVATION STATUS 

The conservation status of the platypus appears to be good in most of eastern Queensland, 
from Cooktown in the north to the New South border in the south, although it is known to 
occur in less than half of the rivers draining the Great dividing Range to the east coast 
(North-East Drainage Division, Table 7.1). The distribution of the species in the west of the 
state is less well known, but it appears to be common in the Borders Rivers and Condamine-
Culgoa River systems in the south of the state, while being absent from the river systems 
flowing west into the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

Table 7.2 shows the names and locations of the 12 National Parks in which platypuses are 
currently known to be found in Queensland. These represent a very small proportion of the 
state. Six of these parks are in the south of the state, 2 in the central area and 4 in the north. 
With the exception of Carnarvon Range National Park (223,000 ha), all represent relatively 
small areas of conservation of platypus habitat (Table 7.2). It is possible that platypuses are 
found in other parks (e.g. Daintree National Park), but all of the parks where they could be 
found are quite small in area. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that some priority be given to the acquisition of more areas of land in 
the state of Queensland which conserves platypus populations and their habitats. 

Table 7.2 Occurrences of platypuses in national parks in Queensland. All records, except 1 
(questionnaire return) are from Stone (1983). Areas are from Queensland N.P.W.S. 
publication "Discover Natural Queensland" - no areas given in publication. 

 

 NATIONAL PARK RIVER SYSTEM PARK AREA 
(ha)* 

1. Sundown Border Rivers 416 11,200 

2. Girraween Border Rivers 416 11,400 

3. Queen Mary Falls Condamine-Culgoa 422 333 
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4. Lamington Logan-Albert 245 2,100 

5. Joalah Logan-Albert 245 - 

6. Maiala Pine 242 - 

7. Carnarvon Range Fitzroy 230 223,000 

8. Eungella Burdekin 220 50,800 

9. Wallaman Falls Herbert 216 602 

10. Tully Falls Tully 213 - 

11. Lake Eacham Barron 210 489 

12. Lake Barrine Barron 210 491 
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CHAPTER 8: PLAN OF MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS 

8.1  INTRODUCTION 

The results of the study indicate that, with the exception of South Australia, where the 
species has probably never been common, the platypus has maintained its distribution and 
status throughout its historical range in Australia. There are three possibilities for 
management of the species. These are: 

1. Do nothing. 

2. Institute a pragmatic management strategy aimed at protecting the 
species' habitat and maintaining its current distribution and status. 

3. Institute an intensive plan of management with a view to improving 
the distribution and status of the species. 

Considering that water resources in an arid continent like Australia are in short supply, it 
seems inevitable that their use will eventually have an impact on the distribution and status of 
a species, like the platypus, which depends for its survival on the health of inland waterways. 
For this reason the "do nothing" option is untenable. 

Although the species is considered "vulnerable" (Carrick, 1983), or "potentially vulnerable" 
(IUCN/SSC Australasian Marsupial and Monotreme Specialist Group Draft Action Plan, 
14/10/90)30, the findings of the present study would suggest that it is probably not necessary 
to progress towards intensive management of the platypus at this stage. 

The broad habitat requirements of the platypus are known, and so a strategy which 
conserves these is probably the relevant course of action to take in maintaining the current 
distribution and status of the species. A strategy which is aimed at conserving the banks of 
rivers and streams, where the platypus builds its burrows (both resting and nesting), and at 
the maintenance of benthic food supplies is the favoured management option. This option 
must, however, be accompanied by further research, directed at establishing the numerical 
status of the species and the actual nature of its vulnerability to change. 

As well as the general recommendations given in Chapter 2 of this report, there are a 
number of specific recommendations given for individual states, where special aspects of 
environmental impact on the platypus are considered important. These recommendations are 
summarised on p. 106-110. Any National Plan of Management must consider these. 
However, it is considered that the major thrusts of such any Plan should be two-pronged: 

1. Maintenance of habitat and 

2. Research. 

The initial dichotomy in the development of any Plan should be as follows: 

                                            
30 Currently the IUCN conservation status is ’least concern’ (http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/40488/0) but The 
Action Plan for Australian Mammals 2012 assigns a status of ‘near threatened’ mainly due to local population 
declines, especially in Victoria (Woinarski et al 2014). 
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8.2  MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
The basics of the proposed Plan of Management are summarised below: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.2.1   Legislative and Regulation Provisions 

It is the responsibility of government (Local, State and Federal) to institute legislative and 
regulatory provisions to protect platypus habitats. The importance of this at ALL levels of 
government cannot be stressed enough, as developments which have the potential to affect 
banks and benthic food availability range from projects as small as single residential 
construction to major ones, such as large impoundments. At Local and State government 
levels guidelines for the protection of riverine environments must be enshrined in legislation 
or in regulations associated with various acts. 

8.2.2  Catchment Management 

Joint community and government programmes, aiming at curbing soil erosion, water pollution 
and tree decline through a Total Catchment Management (TCM) principle, have been 
established throughout Australia as part of a national incentive. The TCM principle states that 
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natural resource problems should be identified and solved in a catchment or valley-wide 
basis (Denny, 1991). 

Community participation in these programmes is usually through local Catchment 
Management Committees which comprise representatives of involved Government 
departments (e.g. Soil Conservation Service, Water Resources, State Pollution Control Commission) 
as well as landholders, local government members and other members of the public with special 
interests (e.g. nature conservation). 

In N.S.W. the Catchment Management Act (1989_ defines Total Catchment Management (TCM) as 
'the co-ordinated and sustainable use and management of land, water, vegetation and other natural 
resources on a water catchment basis so as to balance resource utilisation and conservation." There 
are Catchment Management committees for the six major river systems within this State. 

As a consequence of the TCM Act there are many policies within N.S.W. covering the management of 
natural resources. All these policies and respective action plans are relevant to the management of 
platypuses and their habitat. The following are the Natural Resources Management Policies of the 
N.S.W. Government: 

POLICY ADMINISTRATING BODY 

TCM Policy State Catchment Management Co-ordinating 
Committee 

State Soils Policy State Catchment Management Co-ordinating 
Committee 

State Tree Policy State Catchment Management Co-ordinating 
Committee 

State Rivers Estuaries Policy Water Resources Council 

State Groundwater Policy Water Resources Council 

State Water Quality Policy Water Resources Council 

N.S.W. Coasts Policy Coastal Committee 

Coastal Crown Lands Policy Lands Department 

Crown Land Foreshore Tenures Draft Policy Lands Department 

State Environmental Planning Policy No. 14 
Coastal Wetlands 

Department of Planning 

Forestry Management Policy Forestry Commission 

Flood Policy Public Works Department and Department of 
Water Resources 

 

Details of these policies and action plans are provided in "TCM Coordinating Natural 
Resource Management in NSW. A Discussion Paper" released by the State Catchment 
Management Co-ordinating Committee in April, 1991. 
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As well as State government initiatives, the Australian Government offers a variety of 
assistance programmes for activities in relation to management of natural resources. During 
1990-91, 20 million dollars were allocated to projects by the Australian Government. The 
assistance programmes include the National Soil Conservation Program, Federal Water 
Resources Assistance Program, The Save the Bush Program, One Billion Trees Program 
and the Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Strategy Program. Other 
funding incentives are available through the Endangered Species Program, Australian 
Biological Resources Study Program and the National Estate Grants Program. 

8.2.3  Special Issues 

Particularly at State government level it is essential that the issues considered under the 
discussions on individual states (Sections 3.7, 4.7, 5.7, 6.7, 7.7), and those, which affect all 
states (Section 2.), be considered. These include: 

1. Construction and operation of impoundments 
2. Water pollution 
3. Catchment management 
4. River improvement and flood mitigation 
5. Extractive industries 
6. Recreation 
7. Commercial and amateur fishing 

Recommendations concerning these issues are summarised in section titled "SUMMARY OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS". 

The protection of platypus habitat should be given special consideration in the Federal 
Government's National Soil Conservation Program (commenced 1984; Dept, of Arts, 
Heritage and Environment, 1986). 

8.2.4  Environmental Impact Assessment (E.I.S) 

It is essential that both Local and State governments legislate or regulate to ensure that the 
platypus is specifically considered in any E.I.S. concerning riverine or riparian disturbance. 

Monitoring of the implementation of recommended precautions during projects and the 
assessment of effects after the completion of such projects is seldom carried out and should 
be mandatory. Provision for these should be specified in legislation and regulations. 

Environmental protection must be considered at the beginning of any proposed project. Such 
consideration at the concept, site selection and design stages of projects can lead to the 
avoidance of problems later during construction. Such considerations must be made for any 
proposed riverine or riparian developments where platypuses may be present. 

Collaboration between biological consultants, engineers and workers on a development is 
too often not carried out, or even encouraged. Such collaboration has the potential to 
significantly reduce unwitting, as well as what may be thought to be "unavoidable" 
environmental damage. Employment of environmental consultants on-site during 
construction, to supervise work, is an innovative means of ensuring environmental protection. 
Such an approach has been successfully used in Australia recently. In New South Wales, 
overseeing of works on the F3 Expressway through the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park by a 
biological consultant and soil conservationist (agreed to by the Department of Main Roads 
and National Parks and Wildlife Service) circumvented much environmental damage to the 
Park and permitted valuable lessons to be learned regarding the effects of the impacts of 
roadway construction on adjacent natural bushland. Monitoring work carried out over a two 
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year period post-construction also permitted assessment of the effectiveness of various 
strategies used during construction (Rooney, 1989 and pers. comm.). On-site monitoring of 
work on major upgrading of the Illawarra railway line by Roslyn Muston and Associates Pty. 
Ltd. for the State Rail Authority in 1989-90 also proved successful in mitigating environmental 
impacts of the project (Ros Muston, pers. comm, and personal observation). 

Such on-site monitoring and follow-up studies after construction work must be made 
mandatory so that potential and actual impacts can be assessed and the effectiveness of 
impact mitigation works be determined. Research work carried out before, during and after 
the construction of the Barnard River Water Supply Scheme by Mt. King Ecological Surveys, 
for the Electricity Commission of New South Wales indicated that the scheme had little 
environmental impact on the platypuses in the area (Grant and Denny, 1987b), and gives 
valuable data which can be used in the assessment of future projects. It is essential that 
such studies be undertaken in the future for any project involving major riverine or riparian 
disturbance. 

8.3  EDUCATION 

Many people in government instrumentalities and industry are not aware of the habitat 
requirements of the platypus, which most would agree is so unique to Australia that it is 
worth expending efforts and money to conserve. This situation should be remedied. 

8.3.1  Government Instrumentalities 

Engineers and other administrators are becoming more aware of the concept of 
environmental auditing in relation to development proposals. Because government 
instrumentalities are often the developers of major projects, or are the determining authorities 
for proposals from the private sector, it is essential that those in decision-making positions be 
aware of the potential impacts of riverine and riparian development projects on platypuses. 
Collaboration between instrumentality and biological consultants on such projects should be 
facilitated by discussion group activities and workshops before, as well as during the 
execution of developments. 

Labourers and machine operators are often the people at the leading edge of development 
projects. Often these people have little understanding of environmental safeguards, although 
they may be interested in environmental conservation. For example, in the early 1970's a 
housing development near Terrigal, on the central coast of New South Wales, was halted 
because a bulldozer driver refused to continue with filling-in of shallow orchard irrigation 
trenches because he found a platypus in one of these. Courses in environmental awareness 
and impact mitigation techniques, for labourers and machine operators in the State Rail 
Authority, have been successfully conducted by Roslyn Muston and Associates Pty. Ltd. 
(Ros Muston, pers. comm.). Such courses should be encouraged with regard to riverine and 
riparian projects, where workers are made aware of the habitat requirements of platypuses. 

8.3.2  Industry 

It is much more difficult to institute environmental education into private-sector enterprises, 
where productivity and cost-cutting are part of successful competition. This is particularly 
relevant in the farming industry, when prices and incomes are currently depressed by low 
world prices for primary produce. This is most unfortunate, as the farming community has 
greater control of riparian environments than any other industry group. The Federal 
Government must take the initiative for the education of this group and to provide subsidies 
or taxation relief for the institution of bank-stabilisation strategies, and for other works aimed 
at reducing impacts of various farming activities on waterways. 
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Other industries should also be encouraged to mitigate their impacts on riverine and riparian 
habitats by taxation incentives and education programs. 
 
8.4   RESEARCH 
 
Although the distribution and status of the platypus seem to be secure throughout most of the historical 
range of the species, research must be carried out on various aspects of the biology of the animal to 
determine its vulnerability in terms of abundance, over its distribution. The Federal authorities, including 
the Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service, should provide the funding for such research, which 
should include the following areas: 

1. Reproductive Biology, including the mating system. 

2. Population Dynamics, including reproductive capacity. 

3. Instream Needs in terms of river areas, depths and discharges necessary to maintain platypus 
populations. 

If such research indicates that the species is currently no less vulnerable than is supposed, then only 
the Management Guidelines suggested above should be kept in place. However, should the species 
be found to be more vulnerable than now thought, to riverine and riparian disturbances, then 
consideration should be given to a more intensive program to manage populations and habitats. Any 
such program should include funding for captive breeding studies, leading to possible reservoirs 
of individuals able to be released back into the wild. 
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8.5  CONCLUSIONS 

In the light of the present study, it would seem that the current distribution and status of the 
platypus can be maintained by a program aimed at managing its habitat. At the present time 
the conclusion of this report and the thrust of the recommended management of the species 
can probably be summed-up in a quote from the naturalist Harry Burrell (1929): 

"The platypus is probably in no present danger of extinction; given a reasonable 
measure of effective protection, it is likely to last as long as the waters in which it 
lives" 

It is the responsibility of both government and the public, including business and industry, to 
insure protection to these waters. 
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CHAPTER 9   REPORT SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

9.3 Report Summary 

1. The platypus is threatened by a number of potential impacts wrought by 
European settlement of Australia and recommendations are given for the 
mitigation of these potential impacts. 

2. The platypus seems to have maintained its distribution and status over much of 
its historical range in Australia. 

3. The species has probably become extinct in the Mount Lofty/Fleurieu Peninsula 
area of South Australia. It was probably never common in this area, or in the 
lower Murray River, where it occurs occasionally today. 

4. Common and widespread are adjectives used to describe the distribution of 
the platypus in Tasmania today, and it seems that this distribution has changed 
little over the time of European settlement. 

5. Platypuses are common throughout the state of Victoria31, except for the drier 
north-western areas, and the northern plains areas of the Murray-Darling 
system, where they are uncommon. 

 This distribution seems to have changed little during white settlement. 

6. The species may have become less common in the lower Murray and 
Murrumbidgee Rivers due to current and past fishing activities. It has always 
been common in all rivers flowing to the east of the Great Dividing Range in 
New South Wales, and in the headwaters of most west-flowing streams. 

7. Found west of the Great Dividing Range only in southern Queensland, the 
platypus seems to have remained common over most of its historical 
distribution, which does not include the Cape York Peninsula or the rivers 
draining into the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

8. It is not considered necessary at this point to institute an intensive Plan of 
Management for the platypus in Australia, but rather to formulate a Plan to 
conserve the species' habitat and to fund further research into reproductive 
biology, population dynamics and instream needs of the animal. 

9.2 SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations for management of platypuses in all states are summarised in Chapter 
2 (modified from Grant, 1988). These recommendations concern: 

1. Construction and Operation of Impoundments 
2. Water Pollution 
3. Catchment Management 
4. River Improvement and Flood Mitigation Works 
5. Extractive Industries 
6. Recreation 

                                            
31 The Action Plan for Australian Mammals 2012 assigns a status of ‘near threatened’ mainly due to local 
population declines, especially in Victoria (Woinarski et al 2014). 
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7. Fishing 

Summarised below are recommendations given in the report for individual states, aimed at 
mitigating actual or potential impacts of various activities in these states. 

1.  South Australia 

 With respect to South Australia IT IS RECOMMENDED that: 

a) survey work be funded to determine the presence of any platypus populations in 
the Mount Lofty Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula area and of breeding populations in 
the Riverland area of the Murray River. 

b) any populations found be subject to study, development of individual plans of 
management and protected status by inclusion in National Parks or other 
reserves. 

c) if the South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service consider it desirable 
that platypuses be reintroduced into the Mount Lofty Ranges/Fleurieu Peninsula 
area or to the Riverland, that specific recommendations outlined in Section 3.7 
be observed. 

d) gill netting be banned and the minimum mesh size of drum nets be set at 15cm, 
in the event of any breeding populations of platypuses being found in the Murray 
River, or if introduction of the species is carried out. 

e) tthe South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service fund, or seek funding 
for research into the biology of the platypus population on Kangaroo Island. 

2. Tasmania 

With respect to Tasmania IT IS RECOMMENDED that: 

a) funding be provided for assessment of the impacts of water pollution from mining 
activities on platypuses. 

b) eel fishery be monitored in order to assess any effects which it may be having on 
platypus population, and that research be carried out into the development of 
alternative catching methods, should an impact be found. 

c) funding be sought by the Department of Parks, Wildlife and Heritage, to 
investigate the impact of road kills on local platypus populations and into the 
construction of culverts to circumvent road deaths in the species. 

d) the Department also seek funding for research into disease mortality in the 
platypus32. 

e) studies be encouraged which seek to investigate the range of habitats occupied 
by the platypus in Tasmania. 

f) Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service fund a survey of platypuses on 
Tasmanian islands. 

                                            
32 The Mucor fungus disease, which has caused considerable mortality in the past (Connolly, 2009) now appears 
still to be present in Tasmanian platypus populations but at very low incidence (Gust et al, 2009)  



 106 

1. Victoria 

With respect to Victoria IT IS RECOMMENDED that: 

a) an education program be aimed at the farming community to inform 
landholders of the habitat requirements of platypuses and that financial 
or taxation incentives be given for riverine or riparian conservation 
measures. 

b) research be carried out into the development of alternative eel fishing 
techniques which minimise or eliminate platypus mortality and that these 
methods be developed BEFORE any expansion of eel-fishing activities are 
considered. 

c) the bycatch of other wildlife species, including platypuses be monitored by 
fishery and wildlife authorities and that eel fishing not be permitted in wildlife 
reserves unless methods can be adopted which result in little or no mortality of 
wildlife species. 

d) the guidelines on use of nets for scientific purposes be adopted in other 
states where platypuses occur. 

e) steps be taken to include more platypus habitat within the state into national 
parks and other reserves, especially north of the dividing ranges. 

d)  survey work be undertaken in the Portland and Corangamite River systems to 
assess the status of any platypus populations and to study any impact of eel 
fishing on these populations. 

2. New South Wales 

With respect to New South Wales IT IS RECOMMENDED that: 

a) mesh nets be banned from the inland fishery and that the legal mesh size for 
drum nets be increased to AT LEAST 130mm, or larger after further research is 
carried out on mesh sizes necessary to permit all platypuses to escape33. 

b) the use of the new nets sizes be monitored by fishermen and by spot-checking 
by increased numbers of inspectors who should be appointed to reduce the 
current high incidence of illegal netting and to assess its impact on by-catch 
wildlife species. 

c) no consideration be given by fisheries or wildlife authorities to the establishment 
of an eel fishery in streams and rivers of the state, and that alternatives to the 
use of fyke nets be developed and monitored in their use in any eel fishery 
established in New South Wales. 

d) the guidelines established by the Victorian Department of Conservation and 
Environment for use of submerged nets in scientific research be adopted in New 
South Wales to minimise the mortality of platypuses. 

e) survey work be carried out to assess the current distribution and status of the 

                                            
33 There is now no commercial fishery using mesh nets for fin fish species in NSW and these nets are not 
permitted to be used by recreational fishers. 
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platypus around the metropolitan areas of Sydney, Wollongong and Newcastle 
with a view to conserving any populations which are found. 

f) the reasons for the truncation of the western distribution of the species be further 
researched. 

g) some priority be given to the inclusion of platypus populations and habitat to the 
west of the Great Dividing Range in national parks. 

3. Queensland 

With respect to Queensland IT IS RECOMMENDED that: 

(a) eel fishermen be required to furnish details of wildlife species caught during 
fishing operation and that this be monitored on a spot check basis by National 
Parks and Wildlife Service officers. 

(b) priority be given to the acquisition of land for national parks which will conserve 
more areas of platypus habitat. 
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APPENDIX I Questionnaires and details of circulation of these questionnaires 
QUESTIONNAIRE CIRCULATION:  SOUTH AUSTRALIA (Questionnaire A) 

NAME NO. INSTITUTION COMMENT 

Max Pendle 65 Dept. Fisheries, Loxton Distributed to professional  
fishermen 

Dr Phil Suter 12 Engineering & Water Dept, 
Bolivar 

 

Dr Cath Kemper 5 S.A. Museum, Adelaide  
John Chappel 10 “Chowilla” Station, Renmark Distributed to local people 
Ken Stokes 6 Dept. Lands, Berri Distributed to local people 
Mike Gemmell 52 N.P.W.S., Berri Distributed to local people 

advertised in local media 
Anne Jensen 20 Dept. Environment & 

Planning, Adelaide 
 

Marcus Beresford 20 Conservation Council, 
Adelaide 

Circulated in June 1990 issue 
SA Ornithological Ass. 
Newsletter 

Dr Keith Walker 20 Dept. Zoology, Uni. Adelaide  
Bob Halse 20 Engineering 7 Water Supply 

Dept., Berri 
 

Terry Owers 50 N.P.W.S., Mt Gambier Distributed to local people 
advertised in local media 

Reporter 2 “Murray Pioneer”, Renmark Article in paper 
Ern Smith  2 Engineering & Water Supply 

Dept., Rufus River 
 

Terry Dennis 3 N.P.W.S., Kangaroo Island  
Volker Scholz 10 N.P.W.S., Deep Creek Distributed to local farmers 
Geoff Matters 1  Spalding  
Grant Brown 10 Riverland Canoeing 

Adventures 
Distributed to canoeists 

Brian Pearce 1 Dept. Fisheries, Adelaide  
 309   
 
*Questionnaire A was circulated in South Australia, after consultation with wildlife authorities 
there. Some respondents expressed their concern about filling in the alternative boxes for 
habitat information and so a modified questionnaire was designed, and was circulated in 
Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales (Questionnaire B). This questionnaire was 
developed with advice from personnel of the Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental 
Research, who required certain information to enable the data to be added to their data 
base. The example given on each questionnaire was modified to give a local state example. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES  (Questionnaires A & B) 

NAME NO. INSTITUTION COMMENT 

Ros Joseph 1 C.S.I.R.O., Canberra  
Jan Aldist 5 Hay Circulated to local people 
Tom Davey 15 Dept Water Resources, 

Balranald 
Circulated to local professional 
fishermen 

Jo Gorman 10 N.P.W.S., Buronga  
Con Martschenko 10 Fisheries, Dareton Circulated to fishermen 
Russell & Margo 
Chick 

10 Shop keepers, Canowindra Circulated to local people 

Manager 20 Caravan Park, Cowra Available at park office 
Reg Dean 3 Naturalist, Robinvale  
Allan Dawes 5 “Avoca” Station, Darling River Available to guests at homestay 

property 
S. Johnson 5 Fishing Club, Cowra Circulated to members 
E.M. Cox 5 Canoe Club, Cowra Circulated to members 
Trevor & Steve 1 Fishermen, Cowra  
Jim Coates 1 “Mungery” station, Balranald  
H & W Ronald 1 “Nap Nap” station, Maude  
Martin Manson 10 Fisheries, Menindee Circulate to fishermen 
I.A.C. Curry 1 Canberra Record Macquarie Marshes 

report 
Brett Farqharson 10 Scout leader, Yass Involved with Yass River Bank 
R.J. Abernethy 20 Scout leader, Yass  
Owner/Manager 1 “Mogilla”, Goodooga Nearest property to Goodooga 

sighting 
Peter Terrill 1 W.R.D., Dubbo Regional Environmental Officer 

responsible for Macquarie 
Marshes 

David Blyde 1 Western Plains Zoo, Dubbo Veterinarian 
Stephen Basham 1 “Gilgandra Weekly”, 

Gilgandra 
 

Peter Hall 1 “The Mole”, Warren  
Rob Newton 1 Wambangalang Field Study 

Centre, Dubbo 
 

Mrs Whiteman 1 “Pilligawarrina”, Warren  
Steve Blackburn 1  “Sandy Camp”, Quambone  
Overseer 1 “Oxley”, Quambone  
Chris Irish 1 “Old Oxley”, Warren  
Mr G White 1 Public Library, Warren  
Mr P K Oliver 1 “White Gates”, Condobolin  
Owner/Manager 1 “Miandetta” Fish Farm, Ootha  
Troy Alexander 1 “Mulguthrie”, Condobolin  
Headmaster 2 Bedgerabong Public School Talk given to pupils & asked to 

report sightings/reports 
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Jack Francis 1 “North Gobothery”, Forbes Jemalong Creek 
John Meagher 1 Natural History Group, 

Forbes 
 

 151   
 

OTHER STATES (Questionnaire B) 

TASMANIA - an unknown number of questionnaires were circulated to personnel of the 
Department of Parks, Wildlife and Heritage. 

VICTORIA - questionnaires were circulated to 320 angling clubs throughout Victoria, seeking 
information regarding observations of platypuses in areas of particular interest - i.e. the 
Murray River, Lake Corangamite system and Wilson's Promontory. 
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Questionnaire A. 
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Questionnaire B. 
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APPENDIX II Summaries of interviews (including by telephone) and correspondence 
collected during the current study. 

A.  SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

NAME DATE  SUMMARY OF DETAILS 
Keith Goody 4.7.90 Angler - Possible signing in Broughton 

River 
Geoff Matters 5.7.90 Farmer - Substantiated Goody sighting, 

but not completely sure of 
identification – will try to 
photograph 

Phil Suter 5.7.90 Limnologist - Carried out benthic survey of 
Tookayerta Creek. Familiar with 
many SA Rivers – never seen 
platypuses 

Peter Goonan 5.7.90 Biologist - Wetlands project along Murray 
River – never seen  a platypus 

Keith Walker 5.7.90 Limnologist  - Carried out research in SA 
Rivers, especially Murray – 
never seen platypuses. Student, 
Jason John, interested in 
platypus project on Kangaroo 
Island – class study done on 
bethos of K.I. 

Paul Harvey 5.7.90 Biologist - Samples creeks in Mt Lofty 
Ranges; reported 1 in Aldgate 
Creek (8/82) – not seen again – 
not aware of any other sightings 
in Mt Lofty Ranges 

John Wamsley 6.7.90 Conservationist - Owns land along Tookayerta 
Creek, could not substantiate 
sighting there 

Richard de Groot 7.7.90 Ranger - Had heard rumour, but had 
never seen Deep Creek 
platypuses 

Volker Scholz 7.7.90 Ranger - Had heard rumour, but had 
never seen Deep Creek 
platypuses – bushfire burnt out 
the area in 1980, but missed by 
1983 bushfire (see Gemmell) 

Max Pendle 
John Simmonds 

11.7.90 
“ 

Fisheries 
inspectors 

- Heard of a few sightings but had 
never seen platypuses in 
Riverland 

Brian Bradbury 11.7.90 Professional 
fisherman 

- Fished the area 37 yrs, tentative 
report of seeing one around 
1980, not heard of any others in 
the Renmark area 

Howard 11.7.90 Assistant ranger - Aborigine who has lived at 
Gerard Reserve on Katarapko 
Creek; never seen or heard of 
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platypuses 
Arch Hisgrove 11.7.90 Retired 

professional 
fisherman 

- 79 years in area; father before 
him had iceworks in Renmark. 
Talked to many other fisherman, 
reported a possible burrow but 
never saw or heard of 
platypuses in Renmark area 

Evonne Rumbold 11.7.90 Naturalist - 23 yrs in area; tentative glimpse 
of animal sunning itself and 
plopped into water; indicated it to 
be bigger than a water-rat - no 
other sightings. 

Bill Somerfield 11.7.90 Professional 
fisherman 

- In area for around 40 yrs 
tentatively saw one in Monoman 
Creek in 1989 - heard of only 
one other sighting by Brian 
(Brad) Bradbury (see above) 

Mike Gemmell 11.7.90 Ranger - Reported one seen x 2 at 
campsite 31-32 on Katarapko 
Creek and heard of one 
drowned in a drum net near 
Paringa in last 12 months – no 
details. Saw 2 in Deep Creek 
around 1982-83 before 1983 
bushfire (see Scholz). 

Harold 
Drogemuller 

11.7.90 Retired 
professional 
fisherman 

- Fished reach above lock 5 1938-
1974, never caught platypuses 

Jack Seekamp 12.7.90 Naturalist - He and father in area since 
19904; does a lot of canoeing 
and boating from Renmark to 
NSW border, never seen any 
platypuses nor had heard his 
father talk of them 

Ern Smith 13.7.90 Ex professional 
fisherman 

- Caught platypuses when fished 
upstream of Lake Mulwala but 
not downstream or in the deep 
waters of the lake. Never seen 
them from Rufus River to lock #6 
in 23 yrs 

Graeme Pretty 7.90 Anthropologist - Curator of Anthropology S.A. 
Museum - no knowledge of 
platypuses Except possibility 
that mythical figure 
"Muldjewangk" may have 
represented platypus 

David Thistle Mid 10.90 - - Animal seen swimming in waters 
of Salt Creek near Jane Eliza 
Estate, Renmark. Swam under 
bridge, came out onto bank 
momentarily then back into 
water and swam into reed beds - 
"looked exhausted" 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Bryan Pierce 9.90 Fish biologist - Suggested that early fishing 

caused the demise of the 
platypus; approx. 1 or 2 per 
decade are now captured in 
drum nets - 1 net per 50m of 
bank during flow periods in 
recent times; suggests that there 
is no current permanent 
population, but recent 
restrictions (Dec. 1989) 
preventing netting in side creeks 
may result in local population 
establishing itself 

H.H. Finlayson 31.7.90 Mammalogist - During his period of active 
interest in mammals (1920-
1960) he had no firsthand 
knowledge of platypuses in the 
state and if they occurred they 
were quite rare 

Peter Filsel 1990 Farmer - Lived in Deep Creek area for 30 
yrs and never heard of 
platypuses 

Q.T. Wollaston 
(to V. Scholz) 

1990 Nurseryman - Has fished Deep Creek for trout 
for 20 years and never seen 
platypuses 

 
B.  NEW SOUTH WALES 
 
1. MURRAY RIVER 
 
INTERVIEWS (including telephone) 
 

NAME DATE SUMMARY OF DETAILS 
Tom Davy 15.4.90 - Water Resources, contact with local professional 

fishermen; not known downstream of Swan Hill 
Manager 16.4.90 - Caravan Park, Robinvale; contact with lock staff 

and fishermen for 6 years; not heard of any 
Jo Gorman 16.4.90 - N.P.W.S. ranger, Buronga; not heard of in area 
Con Martschenko 16.4.90 - Fisheries Inspector, Dareton; not heard of in area 
Bill lever 16.4.90 - Professional fisherman, Wentworth; fished 

Wentworth area for 33 years - never caught any; 
admitted to having caught one when fished 
previously at Cobram 

Keith Alexander 16.4.90 - Professional Fisherman, Wentworth; fishes 
Wentworth area; knows platypuses from previously 
living in Molong - never caught any 

Reg Dean 16.4.90 -  Ex- professional fisherman and naturalist; school 
Robinvale in Boundary Bend, 1918 - fisherman 
brought in drowned platypus; father pro-fished 
Boundary Bend area 1920's - never mentioned 
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platypus; pro- fished Robinvale area 1929-88 - 
caught 4 in side creek in 1966 (drowned 1); saw 
10-12 specimens in his time; never heard of 
around area for 20 years. Attributes demise of lots 
of wildlife to salt, boats and illegal fishing 

Stuart Rowland 2.5.90 - Fisheries Biologist (ex-Naranderra) - caught during 
fisheries in Lake Mulwala, especially when lake 
level lowered for maintenance 

J.O. Langtry 25.6.90 - Ex Victorian Fisheries Scientist, now in Canberra – 
caught in Barmah Forest area but not Wentworth 
to Rufus River 

Ern Smith 13.7.90 - E.W.S. employee, Rufus River – not seen in Rufus 
River or Frenchmans Creek; 23 yrs in area, 
previously caught them above Lake Mulwala as 
pro-fisherman 

Howard 
Davidson 

7.90 - Professional Fisherman, Wakool - seen/caught (?) 
between Torrumbarry Weir and Yarrawonga; Seen 
occasionally in Edward near Stevens weir; seen 
frequently at Deniliquin. Fished area since 1954 

Ron & Colin 
Armstrong 

25.9.90 - Professional fishermen, Echuca - seen 
occasionally around Echuca; one male drowned in 
last few years; never caught or heard of in Wakool 
or Edward around Moulamein 

Laddie Clifford 25.9.90 - Ex-professional fisherman and birdwatcher, 
Echuca - 71 years in area - caught (drowned) 13 in 
a gill net near Howlong around 1980 saw 32 others 
(?); caught seldom in Echuca area; thinks possibly 
numbers have declined with degradation of river 
by effluents, boats and illegal fishing; found other 
wildlife, but not platypus in cod guts; Once fished 
Edward/Wakool around Moulamein - no 
platypuses 

John & Joan 26.9.90 - Museum Society, Echuca – know of two regularly 
seen near town; also seen in Campaspe river near 
town 

Bill Donnelly 26.9.90 - Professional fisherman, Swan Hill – maintains few 
in area, but mainly fishes around Bourke 

Sam Costa 26.9.90 - Professional fisherman, Shepparton - none caught 
in rivers around Balranald/Robinvale; drowned a 
number around Brimin near Ovens confluence. 
Also caught there by other pro-fisherman, Des 
Mildren. Never caught in deep waters of Lake 
Mulwala. Complained of illegal fishing 

Jack Ellis 27.6.90 - Professional fisherman, Swan Hill - not common, 
but has probably caught 1 or 2 in his career (25 
yrs) fishing Wakool, Edward, Billabong. 
Complained of illegal fishing 

Jack Algie 27.9.90 - Professional fisherman, Wood Wood – drowned 2 
in Edward River upstream of Kyalite; indicated that 
known to be around but never common; started 
fishing in 1934. Complained of illegal fishing 

Bill Pepper 27.9.90 - Professional Fisherman, Barham – fished 
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Billabong Creek, Wakool, Edward, Murray for 12 
yrs - never caught platypuses; suggests Gunbower 
Creek is a possible area - undisturbed (see 
Victorian records) 

Noel Sutherland  28.9.90 - Professional fisherman, Koondrook – fished 
Murray, Edwards, Wakool, Billabong Creek, 
Niemur and Murrumbidgee for 35yrs; only place 
ever saw them was in Little Murray near 
Koondrook - caught 2 alive about 20 years ago - 
not seen in recent times. Complained of illegal 
fishing and river degradation; suggested 
Gunbower Creek as possible area (see Victorian 
Records). 

Chris Clark 28.9.90 - Fisheries Inspector, Deniliquin – not seen any, but 
only in job 8 months, confirmed extent of illegal 
fishing e.g. approx. 20 drum nets confiscated in 
last 3 weeks 

Owner/Manager 12.11.90 - “Miandetta” Fish Farm, Ootha – were plentiful at 
Barooga 20 years ago 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Dulcie Waugh 6.90 - Angler/Naturalist, Euston – on and around river for 

67 yrs, never seen any 
 
2. MURRUMBIDGEE RIVER 
 
INTERVIEWS (including telephone) 
 
Tom Davy 15.4.90 - Water Resources, Balranald – contact with local 

Professional Fishermen; few, if any, Balranald to 
Maude; occasionally seen in Edward and Wakool 
Rivers around Kyalite; not heard of in Yanga Lake 
or Niemur River; 2 drowned in gill net in Balranald 
in 1944 

J.O. Langtry 25.6.90 - Ex Victorian Fisheries Scientist, now in Canberra - 
caught in both Murrumbidgee, at "Bringagee" and 
in Edward near Deniliquin/Moulamein; local 
farmer's son slept under a platypus skin rug 

Ron and Colin 
Armstrong 

25.9.90 - Professional fishermen, Echuca – 2 seen at 
Birdcage Reserve on Murrumbidgee, near 
"Bringagee" - none caught cf Langtry observation. 
Complained about extent of illegal fishing 

Bill Donnelly 26.9.90 - Professional fisherman, Swan Hill – saw/caught(?) 
2 between Hay and Carrathool 

Ian Simmonds 12.11.90 - Grazier, “Stockton”, Condobolin/Forbes, saw them 
frequently at Yanco at school in 1970 

Kevin Simmonds  12.11.90 - Grazier, “Stockton”, Condobolin/Forbes, saw them 
frequently at Yanco at school in 1970 

David Read 1990 - Collected 14 recent reports from around the 
Wagga Wagga area 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Vin Schiller 23.5.90 - Grazier, “Woolamie”, Maude – recalls Maude weir 

personnel mentioning platypuses in 1950s and 
early 1960s - occasional; handled 1 caught in weir 
turbulence in 1958. No records now - attributes 
this to professional fishing 

 
3. LACHLAN RIVER 
 
INTERVIEWS (including telephone) 
 
Ritchie Dean 20.4.90 - Angler, Hillston – fished area for 40yrs, not seen or 

heard of any 
Pat O’Sullivan 20.4.90 - Editor “Hillston Spectator” – not seen or heard of in 

area, including a recent search of the paper for 
centenary issue 

Richard 
Cummins 

22.4.90 - Angler, Cowra – often seen Wyangala Dam to his 
property upstream of Cowra 

Geoff Harris 22.4.90 - Farmer – often seen just downstream of 
Canowindra on his property; also in creeks near 
Cargo 

Local resident 22.4.90 - Often seen upstream of Cowra 
Jack Ellis 28.9.90 - Professional fisherman, Swan Hill – not seen any 

around Oxley where has fished for yabbies’ 
Mick and Daniel 
Colley 

11.11.90 - “Monwonga”, Forbes - Mick, and his son (who 
spends a lot of time on the river) had not seen 
them in 18 months - know platypuses from time at 
Oberon 

Tia Alexander 11.11.90 - “Mulguthrie”, Condobolin/Forbes - reckoned she 
saw one in Goobang Creek at Ootha Road at start 
of flood - glimpse of it entering water off a log 

Russell Slade 12.11.90 - “Mulguthrie”, Condobolin/Forbes – reputed to have 
confirmed Alexander’s sighting 

Tony Rose 12.11.90 - Resident/fisherman, Condobolin – 60 years living 
on river and working around Condobolin - saw 1 
once and not again 2km above town, approx. 1982 

Norm & Murray 
Dykes 

12.11.90 - “Lachlan Angle”, Condobolin/Forbes - collectively 
on river for 30 years - never seen any 

Owner/Manager 12.11.90 - “Miandetta” Fish Farm, Ootha – never seen or 
heard of any on Goobang Creek in 12 months 

Ian Simmonds 12.11.90 -  “Stockton” never seen any and spends time on 
river evening and morning with pump maintenance 

Kevin Simmonds 13.11.90 - “Stockton”, Condobolin/Forbes - saw them 
occasionally as a kid (circa 45 years ago) above 
"Monwonga"; not seen since 

Neil Hodges 13.11.90 - Grazier, Bedgerabong – not seen any but heard of 
some being caught in a net in Jemalong Creek 

John Meagher 13.11.90 - Photographer, Natural History Group, Forbes - not 
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seen around Forbes; seen at Eugowra in 
Mandagery Creek; maintains Lakes Forbes 
sightings are musk ducks (lived on Lake for 60 
years) 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
John Brickhill 13.3.90 - N.P.W.S. Ranger, Griffith - reported sighting of a 

sighting by a tourist in Willandra Creek National 
Park (8.7.85); not seen by others, nor 
substantiated by W. Milthorpe 

Don Wood 4.4.90 - Water Resources employee, Condobolin - reported 
sighting by Troy Alexander, "Mulguthrie" in 
Lachlan (1989) and by Mr. Oliver of "White Gates" 
in Goobang Creek (1980 approx.), near 
Condobolin 

G.W. Horton 25.5.90 - Forestry Commission employee, Forbes - reports 
sightings in Lake Forbes as late as 1975 by Noel 
Schaefer; Doug Shead reported 1 in a fish trap at 
Forbes 40 years ago - indicates not reported now 

Wal Milthorpe 25.5.90 - Grazier “Waabalong” Hillston - in area since 1915 
and maternal parents since 1870s - never seen or 
heard of in Lachlan or in Willandra Creek 

Neville Schrader 21.7.90 - SRA employee, Parkes - sightings over a number 
of years in Mandagery Creek, at Manildra; Reports 
sightings by the late John Woodhouse in the 
Lachlan and Jemalong Weir at Forbes, 1950- 1960 

Ewin Robertson 10.90 - Manager, Willandra National Park – never seen in 
Park (1987-1990) from Bolligal to Euabalong 

Jack Francis 14.11.90 - “North Gobothery” Forbes, on Jemalong Creek for 
in excess of 20 years – not seen 

 
4. DARLING RIVER 
 
INTERVIEWS (including telephone) 
 
Bill Lever 16.4.90 - Professional fisherman, Wentworth - fished 

Anabranch and associated lakes for past, 35 
years, including billabongs on "Para" - never 
caught any 

Keith Alexander 16.4.90 - Professional fisherman, Wentworth – fishes 
Anabranch and associated lakes, never caught 
any 

Resident 16.4.90 - Farmer/orchardist, Pomona – lived beside river for 
22 years, never seen or heard 

Allan Dawes 16.4.90 - Grazier, “Avoca” homestead near river, in area 
since 1958, never seen 

Jack Sullivan 18.4.90 - Retired local, “Polia” - lived in Pooncarie area all 
life (over 70 years) - none seen or heard of; did not 
agree with reported sighting by Don Clout - 
reckons it was water-rat 
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Terry Crozier 18,4.90 - Manager, “Polia” – never seen or heard of it in the 
area 

Various locals 18.4.90 - Pooncarie Hotel – laughed their heads off at the 
question!! 

Jack Elliz 28.9.90 - Professional fisherman, Swan Hill – 2 seen in weir 
6km upstream from Goodooga on the Bokhara 
River 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Ros Joseph  - Biologist, CSIRO Lynham – 1 caught in a dredge 

in billabong “Para” station 1971; another seen; not 
seen again 

Don Cloud 7.3.90 - Geologist, Wagga – confirmed reply to previous 
survey on report of platypus at Pooncarie; not 
substantiated by Jack Sullivan 

Jamie Richmond 10.12.90 - Grazier “Mogila” Goodooga - could not confirm 
Jack Ellis's Bokhara River sighting, nor could Dave 
Ellis, his fencer and has worked 26 years in area. 
Also, people in the Aboriginal community don't 
know of platypus in area. 

 
MACQUARIE RIVER 
 
INTERVIEWS (including telephone) 
 
Ann Parson 10.90 - Resources Section, N.P.W.S., Hurstville – 

tentative sighting at Oxley Station in 1988 
John Harris 10.90 - Biologist, Fisheries Research Institute, Cronulla – 

netted for fish in northern Marshes in 1989; 6 nets, 
2 nights, caught none 

Ron Watson 6.11.90 - W.R.D. Staff, Burrendong Dam, Wellington, not 
seen or heard of platypuses 

Peter Terrill 7.11.90 - Regional Environmental Officer, D.W.R., Dubbo - 1 
seen twice at gauging station, 3-4km below 
Burrendong Dam (1988); none seen or heard of in 
Macquarie Marshes 

Terry Korn 7.11.90 - Naturalist, Dubbo Field Naturalist and 
Conservation Society, Dubbo - no reports around 
Dubbo; report of 1 crossing a concrete culvert on 
Curra Creek near Wellington(tributary of Bell 
River). 

Robert Newton 7.11.90 - Teacher, Wambangalang Field Study Centre, 
Dubbo - not known around Dubbo; known from 
Little River near Wambangalang and Bell River 
near Wellington 

David Blyde 7.11.90 - Veterinarian, Western Plains Zoo, Dubbo – no 
records of any handed into zoo. 

John Wild 7.11.90 - Grazier, “Merrinele”, Quambone – had not heard of 
nay in weir on his property which is regularly fished 
for yabbies 



 141 

Angler 7.11.90 - Warren - never heard or seen platypuses in river 
or Marshes, in spite of numerous fish traps set in 
river by various locals; had seen one in Bell River 

Ross & Marilyn 7.11.90 - Motel owners, Warren – had not heard of any in 
area, knew them from the Clarence 

Peter Hall 7.11.90 - Grazier, “The Mole”, Warren - in area for 26 years 
- has not seen or heard of platypuses - no rumours 
from nets or fish traps used in area 

Mrs Whiteman 8.11.90 - “Pillagawarrina”, Warren – birdwatcher, not seen 
any and as aware of water rats 

Mrs Mary 
Waldron 

8.11.90 - “Kookaburra”, Quambone – grazier, knew bird life 
and water rates; never seen platypuses in 
Marthaguy Creek 

Grazier 9.11.90 - Quambone – knew about platypuses but had 
never heard of them in the marshes 

Steve Blackburn 9.11.90 - Grazier, “Sandy Camp”, Quambone – aware of 
wildlife; never seen or heard of them 

Chris Irish 9.11.90 - Farm worker, “Old Oxley”, Warren – saw 1 in 
Macquarie near homestead June 1990, before the 
big floods 

Mr G White 14.11.90 - Librarian, Warren - spent a great deal of time 
walking and bird-watching in Marshes - never saw 
any. Indicated that C.S.I.R.O. Survey Section had 
sighted 1 once 

Alan Morris 14.11.90 - Superintendent, N.P.W.S., Gosford South – never 
saw any in Marshes; suggested all sightings would 
have been water rats 

Dick Rutledge 14.11.90 - Grazier, “Mumblebone”, Warren – 30 years in 
area; has had a number of workers interested in 
wildlife, not heard of platypuses 

Russell Hayden 11.90 - Grazier, Warren – maintains saw one upstream of 
“Pillagawarrina”; did not see head or bill 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
I. Currie 6.90 - Angler, Canberra – Marthaguy Creek, Macquarie 

Marshes, approx. 1978 
 
CASTLEREAGH RIVER 
 
INTERVIEWS (including telephone) 
 
Stephen Basham 7.11.90 - Editor, “Gilgandra Weekly” – river dries up from 

Mendooran down each summer, never any 
platypuses sighted in this area 

Greg Croft 8.11.90 - Superintendent, N.P.W.S., Coonabarabran – 
agreed with Basham and indicated that had not 
seen but had heard of occasionally; all sightings in 
upper reaches 

Alan Morris 14.11.90 - Superintendent, N.P.W.S., Gosford South – 
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indicated that most of the Castlereagh dries up in 
summer, as does Wabelong Creek at Canyon 
Camp; doesn’t believe they are in the Castlereagh 
system 
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APPENDIX III   Occurrence of the platypus in Aboriginal cultural and linguistic literature.  

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  II SOUTH-EAST COAST 

 RIVER BASIN TRIBE WORD CULTURE REFERENCE 

1 TWEED 

2 BRUNSWICK 

3 RICHMOND 

Anon, 1920a; 
Geytenbeek & 
Geytenbeek, 
1971; Rankin, 
1900; Smythe, 
1948, 1978; 
Thomas, 1900 

4 CLARENCE 

 
 
A number of tribes of north-eastern 
corner of NSW, including Kalibal, 
Widgabal, Minjungbal, Arakwal, 
Jukambal and Badjalang 

In vocabulary 
only 

5 BELLENGER Kumbainggiri Yes - Mathews, 1910 

6 MACLEAY Ngaku Yes Yes Henderson, 
1851 

7 HASTINGS - - - - 

8 MANNING - - - - 

9 KARUAH Worimi Yes - Anon, 1900, 
1910b; Enright 
1900 

10 HUNTER Geawegal 
Kamilaroi 

Yes  
Yes  

- 
- 

Curr, 1887 
Ridley, 1875 

11 MACQUARIE- 
TUGGERAH 

Awabakal No - Threlkeld, 1836 

12 HAWKESBURY Daruk 
 
 
Ngunawal 

No 
 
 

Yes 

Yes 
 
 
- 

Mathews 1901† 
Hunter, in 
Bennett, 1860 
Bennett, 1860 

13 SYDNEY-
GEORGES 

Daruk 
Tharawal 

No 
Yes 

- 
- 

Mathews, 1901 
Mathews, 
1903a 

14 WOLLONGONG Tharawal Yes - Mathews, 
1903a 

15 SHOALHAVEN Walbanga  - Mathews, 
1902b 

16 CLYDE-JERVIS 
BAY 

- - - - 

17 MORUYA - - - - 

18 TUROSS - - - - 
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19 BEGA - - - - 

20 TOWAMBA - - - - 

21 EAST GIPPSLAND Bidawal Yes - Mathews, 1907 

22 SNOWY Ngarigo 
 
 
Krauatungalung 

Yes 
 
 

Yes 

Yes 
 
 

Yes 

Mathews, 1908; 
Hercus, 1969; 
Flood, 1987 
Smyth, 1879 

23 TAMBO Brabiralung Yes - Mathews, 
1902c 

24 MITCHELL Brabiralung Yes - Mathews 1902c 

25 THOMPSON Tatangalung - Yes Smyth, 1878 

26 LA TROBE - - - - 

27 SOUTH 
GIPPSLAND 

- - - - 

28 BUNYIP - - - - 

29 YARRA Wurundjeri Yes Yes Smyth, 1878 

30 MARIBYRNONG - - - - 

31 WERRIBEE Kurung No - Cary, 1898 

32 MOORABOOL Kurung No - Cary, 1988 

33 BARWON Wathaurung - Yes Dawson, 1881 

34 LAKE 
CORANGAMITE 

Wathaurung 
Kirrae 
Kolakngat 

- 
- 
- 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Dawson 1881 
“ 
“ 

35 OTWAY Kirrae 
Kolakngat 

- 
- 

Yes 
Yes 

“ 
“ 

36 HOPKINS Gunditjmara 
Tjapwurong 

Yes 
Yes 

- 
- 

Mathews, 
1904a 
Mathews, 
1902c 

37 PORTLAND Gunditjmara Yes 
Yes 

- 
Yes 

Mathews, 
1904a 
Dawson, 1881 

38 GLENELG Bunganditj No No Mathews, 
1903d; 
Campbell, 1934 
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39 MILLICENT Bunganditj No No Mathews, 
1903d; 
Campbell, 1934 
 

 
 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  III TASMANIAN 
 
 
 RIVER BASIN TRIBE WORD CULTURE REFERENCE 

1 FLINDERS-CAPE 
BARREN ISLANDS 

- - - - 

2 EAST COAST ) East 
) Coast- 
) Oyster Bay 

Yes - Milligan, 1855; 
Roth, 1890; 
Plomley, 1976 

3 COAL RIVER )     

4 DERWENT RIVER 
(Lakes area) 
(Lower reaches) 

  Big River 
) 
) 

- Yes Plomley, 1966 

5 KINGSTON COAST )    

6 HUON RIVER ) Yes - Milligan, 1855; 
7 SOUTH WEST 

COAST 
)   Roth, 1890; 

Plomley, 1976 

8 GORDON RIVER  - - - - 

9 KING-HENTY 
RIVERS 

- - - - 

10 PIEMAN RIVER - - - - 

11 SANDY CAPE 
COAST 

- - - - 

12 ARTHUR RIVER - - - - 

13 KING ISLAND - - - - 

14 SMITHTON-BURNIE 
COAST 

) 
) 

   

15 FORTH RIVER )    
16 MERSEY RIVER ) Big River  

)(Headwaters) 
Yes Yes Plomley, 1966; 

1976 
17 RUBICON RIVER )Lake areas)    

18 TAMAR RIVER ) Northern  Yes Yes  
19 PIPER – 

RINGAROOMA 
RIVERS 

) (coastal,  
) including 
Cape 
Portland) 
 

   

 
Note: distribution into river systems from the various references is approximate due 
to general areas only being given in references 
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DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY-DARLING 
 
 RIVER BASIN TRIBE WORD CULTURE REFERENCE 

1 UPPER MURRAY - - - - 

2 KIEWA - - - - 

3 OVENS Taungurong Yes - Smyth, 1878 

4 BROKEN Taungurong Yes - Smyth, 1878 

5 GOULBURN - - - - 

6 CAMPASPE - - - - 

7 LODDON Jaara 
Watiwati 

Yes 
Yes 

- 
- 

Smyth, 1878 
Smyth, 1878 

8 AVOCA - - - - 

9 MURRAY RIVERINA Watiwati 
 
 
Wembawemba 
 
 
 
 
Baraparapa 
Jotijota 
Pangerang 
Jeithi 
Kwatkwat 
Wiradjuri 

Yes 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 
 
- 

Yes 
No 
- 
- 

Yes 

No 
 
 

No 
 
 
 
 
- 
 
 
 
 
 

Beveridge, 1889; 
Curr, 1887;  
Smyth, 1888 
Beveridge, 1961; 
Curr, 1883; 
Stone, 1911 
Hercus, pers. 
comm.- 
Mathews, 1902a 
Surr, 1883 
- 
- 
Mitchell, 1906 

10 MURRUMBIDGEE Mutimuti 
Narinari 
Wiradjuri 
Ngunawal 
Walgalu 

Yes 
- 

Yes 
Yes 
No 

- 
- 
- 

Yes 
- 

Hercus, 1969 
- 
Mathews, 1904b 
Bennett, 1860 
Lhotsky, 1839 

11 LAKE GEORGE - - - - 

12 LACHLAN Wiradjuri 
 
Jitajite 
Wongaibon 

X/Yes 
 
- 

No 

- 
 
 
 

Curr 1887; Mathews, 
1904b 
- 
Mathews, 1904c 

13 BENANEE Kureinji 
Tatitati 

- 
- 

- 
No 

- 
Beveridge,1861,1883 

14 MALLEE Ngintait 
Latjilatji 

- 
- 

- 
No 

- 
Beveridge, 1883 

15 WIMMERA-AVON Wotjobaluk - Yes Smyth, 1878 

16 BORDER RIVERS - - - - 

17 MOONIE - - - - 

18 GWYDIR Kamilaroi - Yes + Mathews, 1897 
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19 NAMOI Kamilaroi 
 
Anaiwan 

Yes 
 

No 

Yes + 
 
- 

Mathews, 1897 
Ridley, 1875 
Mathews, 1903b 

20 CASTLEREAGH Wiradjuri Yes - Anon, 1909a; 
Tibbetts, 1900 

21 MACQUARIE-
BOGAN 

Wiradjuri 
 
 
 
 
Weilwan 

Yes 
 
 
 
 
- 

- Anon, 1909a&b; 
Bennett, 1860; 
Mathews, 1904b; 
Fraser in Threlkeld, 
1892 
Mathews, 1904c 
Ridley, 1875 

22 CONDAMINE-
CULGOA 

Ualarai No - Mathews, 1902a† 

23 WARREGO Morowari No - Mathews, 1903c 

24 PAROO Badjiri No - Mathews, 1905 

25 DARLING Maraura 
Barkinkji 
Naualko 
Kula 
Ngemba 
Weilwan 

No 
No 
- 

No 
No 
No 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Taplin, 1879 
Mathews, 1902a† 
- 
Mathews, 1902a† 
Mathews, 1904c† 
Mathews, 1904c†; 
Ridley, 1975 

26 LOWER MURRAY Several tribes 
including 
Jarildikald and 
Ramindjeri 

No No Black, 1917;  
Harvey, 1943; 
Meyer, 1843, 1846; 
Taplin, 1873,1879 
Teichelman & 
Schurman, 1840; 
Woods, 1879 

  Ngaiawang Yes No Eyre, 1845; 
Moorehouse, 1846; 
Wakefield 1964; 
Smith, 1982 

  Ngawait 
Erawirung 

- 
- 

- 
No 

-  
Andison, 1953; 
Woolmer, 1974 
 

 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  V SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GULF 

 RIVER BASIN TRIBE WORD CULTURE REFERENCE 

1 FLEURIEU Kaurna No No Cawthorne, 1926; 
Edwards, 1972; 
Stephens, 1839; 
Woods, 1879 

2 MYPONGA Kaurna No No  



 148 

3 ONKAPARINGA Kaurna No No  

4 TORRENS Kaurna No No  

5 GAWLER  
Ngadjuri 

No 
- 

No 
No 

as above 
Hossfeld, 1926 

6 WAKEFIELD Ngadjuri -  Hossfeld, 1926 

7 BROUGHTON - - - - 

8 MAMBRAY - - - - 

9 WILLOCHRA - - - - 

10 LAKE TORRENS - - - - 

11 SPENCER GULF - - - - 

12 EYRE PENINSULA - - - - 

13 KANGAROO ISLAND - - - - 

      
 
† Short list of words only given in reference; + totems/taboos; - no information; Yes - 
occurs in vocabulary or cultural descriptions consulted; No - not mentioned in 
vocabulary of cultural descriptions consulted. 
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APPENDIX IV   Aboriginal words used for the platypus 
 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  II SOUTH-EAST COAST 
 

 RIVER BASIN TRIBE LOCATION WORD  

1 TWEED A number of tribes of north-
eastern corner of NSW, 
including Kalibal, Widgabal, 
Minjungbal, Arakwal, Jukambal 
and Badjalang, Arakwal 

boondaburra - 

2 BRUNSWICK mullunj - 

3 RICHMOND djanbang - 
4 CLARENCE 

Kitabal  
Headwaters Tablelands 

tung-bung 
charnbung 

- 

5 BELLENGER Kumbainggiri Coffs 
Harbour 
Coast 

ngatum - 

6 MACLEAY Ngaku Kempsey 
coast 

warwar Diet 

9 KARUAH Worimi Stroud coast pigma-carney 
pigna-barney 

- 

10 HUNTER Geawegal 
Kamilaroi 

Scone coast 
Headquarters 
tablelands 

becan 
pupo-mor 

- 
- 

12 HAWKESBURY Daruk 
 
Ngunawal 

Camden-
Gosford 
coast 
Goulburn 
area 

- 
 

mallangong 

hunting         
 
- 

13 SYDNEY-
GEORGES 

Tharawal Botany Bay-
Nowra Coast 

- 
jummalung 

- 

14 WOLLONGONG Tharawal Botany Bay-
Nowra Coast 

jummalung - 

21 EAST 
GIPPSLAND 

Bidawal Malacoota 
coast 

gamalang - 

22 SNOWY Ngarigo 
 
Krauatungalun
g 

Bombala 
tablelands 
Lake Tyres 
coast 

djamalng 
dyam-a-lung 
barlijan 

hunting 
 

diet  

23 TAMBO Brabiralung Bairnsdale mallunggang - 

24 MITCHELL Brabiralung Bairnsdale mallunggang - 

25 THOMPSON Tatangalung Lake 
Wellington 
coast 

- diet 

29 YARRA Wurundjeri Melbourne 
coast 

wad-dirrang 
barlejaru 

hunting 
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33 BARWON Wathaurung South 
Geelong to 
Ballarat 

- diet 

34 LAKE 
CORANGAMITE 

Wathaurung 
Kirrae 
Kolakngat 

South 
Geelong to 
Ballarat 
Warrnambool 
Lake Colac 

- 
- 
- 

diet 
diet 
diet 

35 OTWAY Kirrae 
Kolakngat 

Warrnambool 
Lake Colac 

- 
- 

diet 
diet 

36 HOPKINS Gunditjmara 
 
 
Tjapwurong 

Hamilton 
Coast 
 
 
Ararat 
Tablelands 

ngullirtil 
allertil 
torrongil 
 
mabial 
mirwil 
mirpeeal 

- 
diet 
diet 

 
- 

diet 
diet 

37 PORTLAND Gunditjmara Portland 
Coast 

Ngullirtil 
allertil 
torrongil 
 

diet 

 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  III TASMANIAN 

 RIVER BASIN TRIBE LOCATION WORD  

2 
3 

EAST COAST 
COAL RIVER 

)East 
)Coast- 

Oyster Bay-
Pittwater 

ongyennah 
man.er.poon.d
er 
rout.ter 

- 

4 DERWENT 
RIVER  

Big River 
)(lakes) 

  diet 

5 KINGSTON 
COAST 

) 
)Southern 

Bruny 
Island, 
Recherche  

oonah 
pun.traw.ler 

 
- 

6 HUON RIVER ) Bay, South naong.her  
7 SOUTH WEST 

COAST 
) 
) 

Tasmania   

14 SMITHTON-
BURNIE COAST 

Tomyginny Detention 
River 

lare.rer.lar - 

15 FORTH RIVER )    
16 MERSEY RIVER )    
17 RUBICON RIVER )Northern 

) 
North, 
including  

kote.ter.wal. 
le.ten.ner. 

hunting 

18 TAMAR RIVER )  Cape got.er.rawl.lit.  
19 PIPER – 

RINGAROOMA 
RIVERS 

) 
) 
) 
 

Portland ten.er  

 
Note:  locations are approximately only as given in references 
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DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY-DARLING 

 RIVER BASIN TRIBE LOCATION WORD  

3 OVENS Taungurong Seymour 
Slopes 

mur-in-moor-roo - 

4 BROKEN Taungurong Goulburn 
Valley 

mur-in-moor-roo - 

7 LODDON Jaara 
Watiwati 

Upper Slopes 
Piangil Plains 

wy-char-arng 
martyrocquert- 

- 
- 

9 MURRAY 
RIVERINA 

Watiwati 
 
Wembawemba 
 
Jotijota 
Wiradjuri 

Swan Hill 
Plains 
Barham 
Plains 
 
Echuca 
Plains 
Albury Plains 

martyrocquert 
mardi 
mabial 
mabbeyull 
wannagapippau 
wammul 

No 
 

No 

10 MURRUMBIDGEE Mutimuti 
 
Wiradjuri 
 
Ngunawal 
 

Balranald 
Plains 
Naranderra 
Plains 
Yass-Tumut 
Slopes 

murembin? 
- 
dhumbirrity 
 
Tambreet 
Mallangong 

- 
 
- 
 
- 

12 LACHLAN Wiradjuri 
 

Headwaters-
Booligal 
Tablelands-
Plains 

dhumbirrity - 

15 WIMMERA-
AVON 

Wotjobaluk Lake 
Hindmarsh 
Plains 

-  

18 GWYDIR Kamilaroi Headwaters-
Barwon 
Tablelands-
Plains 

- Water 
mole 

(totem
) 

19 NAMOI Kamilaroi 
 

Headwaters-
Barwon 

Tablelands-
Plains 

pupo-mor Water 
mole 

(totem
) 

20 CASTLEREAGH Wiradjuri* Headwaters 
Tablelands 

billadurong - 

21 MACQUARIE-
BOGAN 

Wiradjuri Dubbo-
Mudgee 
Tablelands-
Slopes 
Bathurst area 

Bulla-doran  
 
billadurong 
billadurra 
mallangong 

 

26 LOWER 
MURRAY 

Ngaiawant Blanchetown 
Plains 

Nee-witke Diet 
(taboo 
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APPENDIX V   Periodical literature searched for historical records 

REFERENCE DATES, VOLUMES ETC 

Australian Zoologist 1922-1990 

Australian Museum Records 1890-1982 

Australian Museum Magazine 1921-1958 

Australian Museum Memoirs v. 1-18 

Australian Outdoors and Fishing 1948-1990 

Australian Wildlife 1934-1989 

National Museum Victoria Memoirs 1906-1988 

Philosophical Society of NSW, Qld, South Australia In various years in 
Australian Museum 

Royal Society of NSW Journal and Proceedings 1867-1976 

Royal Society Qld Proceedings 1884-1987 

Royal Society Tasmania Papers and Proceedings 1848-1989 

Royal Society South Australia Transactions 1879-1978 

Royal Society Vic. Transactions and Proceedings 1860-1887 

Royal Society Vic. Transactions 1888-1914 

Royal Society Vic. Proceedings 1889-1990 

South Australian Naturalist 1919-1990 

South Australian Museum Records 1918-1990 

Victorian Naturalist 1884-1990 
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APPENDIX VI   Historical records of platypuses in Tasmania 

A. PRE – 1900 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  III TASMANIAN 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 FLINDERS-CAPE 
BARREN ISLANDS 

   

2 EAST COAST Lagoon near George’s 
Bay 

1876 Spicer, 1876 

3 COAL RIVER    
4 DERWENT RIVER  Clyde River, Bothwell 

Headwaters of Derwent 
River and in Lake St. 
Clair 

1829 
1852 

Axford, 129 
West, 1852 

5 KINGSTON COAST    
6 HUON RIVER Mount River (Rivulet) 

near Huonville 
1878 Allport, 1878 

7 SOUTH WEST 
COAST 

  Roth, 1890; 
Plomley, 1976 

8 GORDON RIVER     
9 KING-HENTY 

RIVERS 
   

10 PIEMAN RIVER    
11 SANDY CAPE 

COAST 
   

12 ARTHUR RIVER    
13 KING ISLAND King Island 1888 Campbell, in 

Hope, 1973 
14 SMITHTON-BURNIE 

COAST 
    

15 FORTH RIVER     
16 MERSEY RIVER Tributary of Mersey 

River, Moleside 
1834 Plomley, 1966;  

17 RUBICON RIVER    
18 TAMAR RIVER Arthur’s Lake 1831 Plomley 1966 
19 PIPER – 

RINGAROOMA 
RIVERS 
 

   

 

 



 154 

B.  1900 - 1969 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  III TASMANIAN 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 FLINDERS-CAPE 
BARREN ISLANDS 

   

2 EAST COAST Scamander River 1909 Q.Victoria 
Museum 

3 COAL RIVER    

4 DERWENT RIVER  Clyde River, Bothwell 
Lake St Clair. 
Hobart 
Westerway 
Breona 
Sandy Bay 

1939 
1945 
1961 
1966 
1967 
1969 

Aust. Museum 
Powell, 1945 
Tas. Museum 
Tas. Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Tas. Museum 

5 KINGSTON COAST Channel District 1961 Tas. Museum 

6 HUON RIVER Huon river 1963 Tas. Museum 
7 SOUTH WEST 

COAST 
   

8 GORDON RIVER     

9 KING-HENTY 
RIVERS 

Erebus River 1946 Fleay, 1946 

10 PIEMAN RIVER    

11 SANDY CAPE 
COAST 

   

12 ARTHUR RIVER    

13 KING ISLAND Three hummock Island 1966 Alliston, in Hope, 
1973 

14 SMITHTON-BURNIE 
COAST 

Near Wynyard  
Smithton 

 1913 
1944 

Vic. Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 

15 FORTH RIVER Ulverston 
Forth 

 1945, 4 
1967 

Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 

16 MERSEY RIVER Railton 
Mole Creek 
Devonport 
Mole Creek, 
Croecsus Cave 

1916 
1948 
1965 
1968 

Aust. Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Hamilton-Smith, 
1968  

17 RUBICON RIVER    
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18 TAMAR RIVER Launceston 
Longford 
St Leonards 
Hagley 
Deloraine 
Macquarie River 
Western Creek 
Westbury 
 
Glengarry 

1901 
1940 

1941,49 
1941 
1946 
1947 
1949 

1958,59, 
1966,68 

1964 

Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Finlayson, 1947 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
S.A. Museum & 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 

19 PIPER – 
RINGAROOMA 
RIVERS 

Lilydale 
Bridport 
Scottsdale 

1947,64 
1963 
1968 

Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
Q.Victoria 
Museum 
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APPENDIX VII   Historical records of platypuses in Victoria. Taken from Museum specimens 
and literature 

A. PRE – 1900 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  II SOUTH EAST COAST 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

21 EAST GIPPSLAND Bemm & Genoa Rivers 1895 Le Soueff, 
1985,96 

22 SNOWY Broadrib River near 
Orbost; Croajigolong 
district near Orbost 

1890 Spencer and 
French, 1890 

23 TAMBO    

24 MITCHELL    

25 THOMPSON    

26 LA TROBE    

27 SOUTH GIPPSLAND    

28 BUNYIP    

29 YARRA Yarra River at Dights 
Falls; Darebin and Merri 
Creeks 
Yarra River, Johnstone 
Street Bridge 
Yarra River, Healesville 

1870-80 
 

1886 
1890 

Ward, 1966 
 
 
Lucas, 1986 
Newenham, 1890 

30 MARIBYRNONG    

31 WERRIBEE    

32 MOORABOOL    

33 BARWON Winchelsea 1884 Vict. Museum 

34 LAKE 
CORANGAMITE 

   

35 OTWAY    

36 HOPKINS Warrnambool 1889 Anon., 1889 

37 PORTLAND    

38 GLENELG Lower Glenelg 1836 Mitchell, 1839 

39 MILLICENT 
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DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY DARLING 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 UPPER MURRAY SEE NEW SOUTH 
WALES  

  

2 KIEWA    

3 OVENS    

4 BROKEN Broken River 1839 Kenyon, 1930 

5 GOULBURN Seymour 
Goulburn Weir, near 
Shepparton 

1885 
1892 

Vict. Museum 
Aust. Museum 

6 CAMPASPE Lower Campaspe River 1856-57 Krefft 1866; Iredale 
and Whitley, 1932 

7 LODDON Lower Loddon River 1856-57 Krefft, 1866 

  Loddon River, 
Bridgewater 

1882 Anon. 1882 

8 AVOCA Lower Avoca River 1856-57 Krefft, 1866 

9 MURRAY RIVERINA SEE NEW SOUTH 
WALES 

 

14 MALLEE   

15 WIMMERA-AVON Lake Albacutya District 
“not common” 

1888 French, 1988 

26 LOWER MURRAY SEE NEW SOUTH 
WALES 
 

  

 

B. 1900 – 1969  

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  II SOUTH EAST COAST 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

21 EAST GIPPSLAND Mallacoota Inlet area 1917 Daley, 1917 

22 SNOWY Buchan River 
Snowy River, Orbost 
Murrindal River 
Murrinda, Dalley’s 
Sinkhold Moon Cave, 
Buchan, Big River, 
junction Snowy and New 
Roads 

1911 
~1944 

1963-68 
 

1969 

Andus, 1911 
Barrett, 1944 
Hamilton-Smith, 
1968 
Fryer and Temby, 
1770 

23 TAMBO    

24 MITCHELL Mitchell River, near 
Lindenow 

1904 Wakefield, 1954 
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25 THOMPSON Glenmaggie Weir 1940’s Vict. Museum 

26 LA TROBE    

27 SOUTH GIPPSLAND Tidal River, Wilson’s 
Promontory 

1941 Kershaw, 1941 

28 BUNYIP    

29 YARRA Yarra River, Kew 
Heidelberg 
Plenty River, Tourrong 
Reservoir 
Yarra River at Kew and 
Olinda Creek, Lilydale  
Lilydale area 
Watts, Graceburn Rivers, 
Lake Yumbunga, 
Healesville 
Healesville area 
Boggy Creek 
Yarra River, Footscray 
Gardens 
Mt Dandenong 
Yarra River, Kew 
Yarra River, Burnley 
Gardens 
Kallista 
Buxton 
Yarra River, Dights Falls 
Collingwood 
Plenty River, Lower 
Plenty, Yallambie 
Powelltown/Labertouche 

1908 
 

1915 
 

1912 
1927 

1914-26 
1941 

 
 

1942-61 
1943 
1944 

 
1946 

1948-49 
1950’s 

 
1960 
1963 
1966 

 
1966-70 

 
1967 

Anon., 1908 
 
Vict. Museum 
 
Kershaw, 1912 
Anon. 1927 
Vict. Museum 
Fleay, 1941 
 
 
Vict. Museum 
Fleay, 1943 
Reeves, 1944 
 
Anon., 1946 
Vict. Museum 
Faithfull, 1987 
 
Vict. Museum 
Vict Museum 
Seebeck, 1977 
 
 
 
Anon., 1967 

30 MARIBYRNONG Jackson’s Creek, 
Sunbury 
Sunbury 
Rockbank 
Maribyrnong River, 
Footscray Park 
Maribynong River, Keilor 
Riddell’s Creek, 
Yellowstone Farm 
Sandy Creek, Ranoch 
Farm 
Riddell’s Creek, Junction 
Hole 

1907 
1908 
1928 
1938 

 
1944 

1947-54 
 

1962 
 

1968 

Batey, 1907 
Vict. Museum 
Vict. Museum 
Nichols, 1938 
 
Brunton, 1944 
Hampton and 
Seebeck, 1970 
 
 
 
 

31 WERRIBEE Werribee River, 
Werribee 
Werribee River, 
Werribee 

1937 
1965 

Varley, 1937 
Miller, 1938 

32 MOORABOOL    

33 BARWON Near Winchelsea 
Barwon River between 

1923 Vict. Museum 
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Winchelsea and 
Inverleigh 

1965 Howard, 1966 

34 LAKE 
CORANGAMITE 

   

35 OTWAY Olangolah Creek 
Near Colac 

~1947 
1912,1959 

Finlayson, 1947 
Vict. Museum 

36 HOPKINS Hopkins River, Mortlake 
 
Merri River 
Hopkins River, Allansford 

1911 
1912 
2953 
1961 

Vict. Museum 
Kershaw, 1912 
Scott, 1953 
Vict. Museum 

37 PORTLAND    

38 GLENELG Glenelg National Forest 1947 Watson 1947a,b 
Watson et al, 
1947 

39 MILLICENT 
 

   

 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY DARLING 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 UPPER MURRAY SEE NEW SOUTH 
WALES  

  

2 KIEWA    

3 OVENS Wangaratta 
Ovens/Murray Junction 
Whitfield 

1963,1963 
1953 
1954 

Vict. Museum 

4 BROKEN    

5 GOULBURN Goulburn River, 
Nagambie 
Seymour 
Alexandra 
Big River, Eildon Weir 
Goulburn River 
Creek near Flowerdale 
Goulburn River, below 
Shepparton 

1908 
1910-13 

1926 
1930 
1930 
1936 
1951 
1965 

Cole, 1908 
Vict. Museum 
Vict. Museum 
A.E.R., 1930 
Abraham, 1930 
Fergus, 1936 
Vict. Museum 
Anon., 1965 

6 CAMPASPE    

7 LODDON Swan Hill 
Hepburn Springs 
Reedy Lake, Kerang 

1948 
1954 
1963 

Wakefield, 1966a 
Vict. Museum 
Wakefield, 1966a 

8 AVOCA    

9 MURRAY RIVERINA SEE NEW SOUTH  
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WALES 

14 MALLEE   

15 WIMMERA-AVON Wimmera River 1959 Wakefield, 1966a 

26 LOWER MURRAY SEE NEW SOUTH 
WALES 
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APPENDIX VIII  Historical records from literature and museum specimens of platypuses in 
New South Wales 

A. Pre-1900 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  II SOUTH-EAST COAST 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 TWEED    

2 BRUNSWICK    

3 RICHMOND    

4 CLARENCE    

5 BELLENGER Bellinger River 1893 Aust. Museum 

6 MACLEAY    

7 HASTINGS    

8 MANNING Manning river, near 
Taree 

1896 Aust. Museum 

9 KARUAH    

10 HUNTER Morpeth 1843 Aust. Museum 

11 MACQUARIE- 
TUGGERAH 

   

12 HAWKESBURY Lagoon near 
Hawkesbury River, 
probably near Richmond 
Wollondilly River 
Wingecarribee River 
(Bong Bong Creek) near 
Mittagong 
Mulgoa, Robe’s  and 
South Creeks, near 
Penrith 
Wollondilly River 
Near Picton 
Wollondilly River, near 
Goulburn 
Nepean River, Penrith 
Boro, near Tarago 
Blue Mountains/Jenolan 
Caves area 

1797 
 
 

1820 
1835 

 
 

1848 
 

1851 
1853 

? 
 

? 
1886 
1888 

 

Collins, 1802 
Harrison, 1922 
 
Macquarie,1810-
22 
Lhotsky, 1835 
 
 
Bennett, 1859 
 
Henderson, 1951 
Aust Museum 
Bennett, 1860 
 
Bennett, 1860 
Aust Museum 
Horrocks, 1888 

13 SYDNEY-GEORGES Georges River and North 
Shore 

1864 Krefft, 1864 

14 WOLLONGONG    

15 SHOALHAVEN    

16 CLYDE-JERVIS BAY    

17 MORUYA    

18 TUROSS    
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19 BEGA    

20 TOWAMBA    

22 SNOWY    
 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY-DARLING 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 UPPER MURRAY Murray River near 
Corryong 

1888 French, 1888 

9 MURRAY 
RIVERINA 

Murray River, Albury 1839 Kenyon, 1930 

10 MURRUMBIDGEE Molonglo River, site now 
Duntroon 
 
Bredbo River 
 
Moira Creek, Monaro 
 
Yass, Tumut, 
Murrumbidgee Rivers 

1835 
 

1841 
 

1850 
 

1858 

Lhotsky, 1835 
 
 

Hancock, 1972 
 

Wakefield, 1958 
 

Bennett, 1860 

11 LAKE GEORGE    

12 LACHLAN    

15 WIMMERA-AVON    

18 GWYDIR    

19 NAMOI Tamworth 1898 Aust Museum 

20 CASTLEREAGH   - 

21 MACQUARIE-
BOGAN 

Fish, Campbell’s, 
Macquarie Rivers near 
Bathurst 
 
Fish River, near Bathurst 
 
Cudgegong River, 
Guntawant 

1815 
 
 
 

1831 
 

1884 

Macquarie, 1810-
22 

 
 

Maule, 1835 
 

Aust. Museum 

22 CONDAMINE-
CULGOA 

   

23 WARREGO    

24 PAROO    

25 DARLING    

26 LOWER MURRAY 
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B. 1900 – 1969  

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  II SOUTH-EAST COAST 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 TWEED    

2 BRUNSWICK    

3 RICHMOND Richmond River 
Upper Richmond River 

1904 
1966 

Vict. Museum 
Calaby, 1966 

4 CLARENCE Yaraba Creek, Paddy’s 
Flat, Upper Clarence 
 
Boilsdown Creek 

1966 
 
 

1969 

Calaby, 1966 
 
 
Unpublished 

5 BELLENGER    

6 MACLEAY Gara River, 
Commissioners Waters, 
Tilbuster Ponds 

1956-86 Unpublished 

7 HASTINGS Hastings River, west of 
Kendall 

1925 Chisolm, 1925 

8 MANNING creek near Taree 1964 Anon. 1964 

9 KARUAH    

10 HUNTER    

11 MACQUARIE- 
TUGGERAH 

Yarramalong, near 
Wyong 
 
 
Dooralong, near Wyong 
Wyong River 
Wamberal Lagoon 

1910-19 
 
 

1929 
1958 
1969 

Vict. Museum (39 
specimens 
 
Aust. Museum 
Anon. 1958 
Unpublished  

12 HAWKESBURY Cox’s River, Lithgow 
 
Nepean River, upper 
reaches 
 
Nepean River between 
Richmond and Penrith 
 
Warragamba and 
Nepean Rivers 
 
Windsor area 
 
Junction Cave, 
Wombeyan Caves 
 
Wingecarribee River, 
Joadja 
 

1908 
 

1928 
 
 

1928 
 
 

1960 
 
 

1962 
 

1962 
 
 

1968 
 
 

Aust. Museum 
 
Aust. Museum 
 
 
Aust. Museum 
 
 
Marlow, 1960 
 
 
Anon. 1969 
 
Hamilton-Smith, 
1968 
 
unpublished 
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Thirlmere Lakes 
 
Kedumba Creek, Lake 
Burragorang 

1960’s 
 

1960’s 
 

unpublished 
 
unpublished 
 

13 SYDNEY-GEORGES    

14 WOLLONGONG Royal National Park 
(reputedly in small 
numbers) 

1960 Marlow, 1960 

15 SHOALHAVEN Berry 
Shoalhaven River, 
Kangaroo River junction 
 
Kangaroo River near 
Kangaroo Valley 

1949 
? 
 
 

1962 

Aust. Museum 
Massola, 1957 
 
 
Aust. Museum 

16 CLYDE-JERVIS BAY    

17 MORUYA    

18 TUROSS    

19 BEGA Candelo, Tantawangalo 
Creek  

1946 A.T., 1946 

20 TOWAMBA Daylight Creek, Nadgee 
Nature Reserve 
 
Towamba River, 
Mataganah Creek 

1930 
 
 

1946 

Unpublished 
 
 
A.T., 1946 

22 SNOWY Bombala 
Lake in front of 
Kosciusko Hotel 
 
Bombala River and 
creeks of the Monaro 
 
Coolumbooka River, 
near Bombala 
 
Lake Jindabyne 
 
Widows Creek Inlet, 
Lake Jindabyne 
 
Thredbo River, Gaden 
Trout Hatchery 

1938 
 

1940 
 
 

1946 
 
 

1964 
 
 

1964 
 

1968 
 
 

1969 

Aust. Museum 
 
Aust. Museum 
 
 
A.T., 1946 
 
 
unpublished 
 
 
Aust Museum 
 
unpublished 
 
 
unpublished 
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DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY-DARLING 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 UPPER MURRAY Hume Reservoir, near 
Albury 

1940 Aust. Museum 

9 MURRAY 
RIVERINA 

Edward River, Murray 
River junction 
 
Murray River, 
Yarrawonga 
 
Murray River, Cobram 
 
Murray River, Barmah 
 
Swan Hill 
 
Murray River, Barmah, 
Yarrawonga, Edward 
River, Deniliquin 
 
Murray River, near 
Corowa 
 
Murray River 
Yarrawonga Weir 
 
Murray River, Cobram 
 
Edward River, Kyalite 
 
Ulupna Island, Murray 
River 
 
Murray River, 
Yarrawonga 
 
Billabong Creek 
 
Murray River, Echuca 
 
Edward River near 
Deniliquin 
 
Little Murray River 

1908 
 
 

1910 
 
 

1916,1924 
 

1944 
 

1949 
 

1949-50 
 
 
 

1950 
 
 

1950 
 
 

~1950 
 

1952 
 

1960 
 
 

1960 
 
 

1962 
 

1964 
 

1965 
 
 

~1969-70 

Mattingley, 1908 
 
 
Vict. Museum 
 
 
Aust. Museum 
 
Webb, 1944 
 
Aust. Museum 
 
unpublished 
 
 
 
Aust. Museum 
 
 
Aust. Museum 
 
 
unpublished 
 
unpublished 
 
unpublished 
 
 
unpublished 
 
 
unpublished 
 
unpublished 
 
unpublished 
 
 
unpublished 

 
10 MURRUMBIDGEE Canberra Area 

 
Murrumbidgee River, 
Burrinjuck 
 
Argalong, near Tumit 
 

1927 
 

1928 
 
 

1929 
 

Gale, 1927 
 

Aust. Museum 
 
 

Aust. Museum 
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Adjungbilly Creek, 
Coolac  
 
Brombowlee, near Tumut 
 
Murrumbidgee River, 
Balranald 
 
Murrumbidgee River 
near Darlington Point 
 
Murrumbidgee River, 
Gundagai 
 
Murrumbidgee River, 
Narrandera Nature 
Reserve 

1930 
 
 

1935 
 

1944 
 
 

1949-50 
 
 

1964-70 
 
 

1964 

unpublished 
 
 

Aust. Museum 
 

unpublished 
 
 

unpublished 
 
 

unpublished 
 
  

unpublished 
 

11 LAKE GEORGE    

12 LACHLAN Lachlan River, Forbes 
Lachlan River, Forbes 
and Jemalong Weir 

~1947 
~1950-60 

unpublished 
unpublished 

13 BENANEE Murray River, Robinvale 
area 
 

1918 
1966 

unpublished 
unpublished 

14 BORDER RIVERS Inverell 1938 Aust. Museum 

18 GWYDIR    

19 NAMOI Namoi, Manilla & 
MacDonald Rivers, near 
Manilla 

1910-48 Burrell,1927;1931 
Aust. Museum 

20 CASTLEREAGH   - 

21 MACQUARIE-
BOGAN 

Macquarie River, Lake 
Canobolis, Molong Creek 
 
Cudgegong River near 
Mudgee 
 
Blacktown near Bathurst 

1900 
1967-77 

 
1960-69 

 
 

1964 

Aust. Museum 
unpublished 
 
unpublished 
 
 
Aust. Museum 

22 CONDAMINE-
CULGOA 

   

23 WARREGO    

24 PAROO    

25 DARLING    

26 LOWER MURRAY Murray River at Rufus 
River 
 
Rufus River 

1963 
 
 

1966 

Wakefield, 1966 
 
 
unpublished 
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APPENDIX IX  Historical records of platypuses in Queensland 

A. Pre-1900 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  I NORTH-EAST COAST 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 JACKY JACKY CK    

2 OLIVE-PASCOE    

3 LOCKHART    

4 STEWART    

5 NARMANBY    

6 JEANNIE    

7 ENDEAVOUR    

8 DAINTREE Bloomfield River 1897 Aust. Museum 

9 MOSSMAN    

10 BARRON Barron River, Mareeba to 
Kuranda 

1896 Waite, 1896 

11 MULGRAVE-
RUSSELL 

   

12 JOHNSTONE    

13 TULLY    

14 MURRAY    

15 HINCHINBROOK IS    

16 HERBERT At Herberton 
Herbert R., mainly on the 
Tablelands 

1878 
1896 

Armit, 1878 
Waite, 1896 

17 BLACK    

18 ROSS    

19 HAUGHTON    

10 BURDEKIN Burdekin R., mainly on 
the Tablelands 

1896 Waite, 1896 

21 DON    

22 PROSERPINE    

23 WHITSUNDAY    

24 O’CONNELL    

25 PIONEER    

26 PLAIN    

27 STYX    

28 SHOALWATER CK    

29 WATER PARK    
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30 FITZROY    

31 CURTIS    

32 CALLIOPE    

33 BOYNE    

34 BAFFLE CK    

35 KOLAN    

36 BURNETT Burnett River 
Burnett River, Gayndah 
Burnett River 

1884 
1890 

1891-92 

Caldwell, 1884 
Spencer, 1890 
Semon, 1899 

37 BURRUM    

38 MARY    

39 FRASER    

40 NOOSA    

41 MAROOCHY    

42 PINE    

43 BRISBANE Lockyer Creek, near 
Helidon 

1877 Bennett, 1877 

44 MORETON BAY IS.    

45 LOGAN-ALBERT    

46 SOUTH COAST    
 

 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY-DARLING 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

 NO RECORDS PRE-1900   

     
 
 
 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IX GULF OF CARPENTARIA 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

10 SETTLEMENT 
CREEK 

   

11 MORNINGTON IS.    

12 NICHOLSON    

13 LEICHHARDT Leichhardt River 1878 Armit, 1878 

14 MORNING INLET    

15 FLINDERS    
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16 NORMAN Norman River near 
Glenore 
Norman River 

1878 
1896 

Armit, 1878 
Waite, 1896 

17 GILBERT    

18 STAATEN    

19 MITCHELL    

10 COLEMAN    

22 ARCHER    

23 WATSON    

24 EMBLEY    

25 WENLOCK    

26 DUCEY    

27 JARDINE    

28 TORRES STRAIT    

29 GROOTE EYLANDT    
 

 
 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  X LAKE EYRE 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 GEORGINA    

2 DIAMANTINA    

3 COOPER CK.    
 

 
 
B. 1900 - 1969 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  I NORTH-EAST COAST 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 JACKY JACKY CK    

2 OLIVE-PASCOE    

3 LOCKHART    

4 STEWART    

5 NARMANBY    

6 JEANNIE    

7 ENDEAVOUR    

8 DAINTREE Bloomfield River 1946 in Stone, 1983 

9 MOSSMAN    
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10 BARRON Lake Barrine 
Cairns area 

1934 
1949 

Aust. Museum 
Vict. Museum 

11 MULGRAVE-
RUSSELL 

   

12 JOHNSTONE    

13 TULLY    

14 MURRAY    

15 HINCHINBROOK IS    

16 HERBERT Dinner Creek, near 
Ravenshoe 
Ravenshoe 

1923 
1935 

Thomas, 1923 
Aust. Museum 

17 BLACK    

18 ROSS    

19 HAUGHTON    

10 BURDEKIN Nebo River, near 
Collinsville 

1958 Pers.comm.1990 

21 DON    

22 PROSERPINE    

23 WHITSUNDAY    

24 O’CONNELL    

25 PIONEER Mackay area 1914 Qld. Museum in 
Stone, 1983 

26 PLAIN    

27 STYX    

28 SHOALWATER CK    

29 WATER PARK    

30 FITZROY Dawson River 
Dawson River 

1934 
1940’s 

Finlayson, 1934 
in Stone, 1983 

31 CURTIS    

32 CALLIOPE    

33 BOYNE    

34 BAFFLE CK    

35 KOLAN    

36 BURNETT Eidsvold 
 
Gin Gin Creek 

1915 
 

1923 

Qld. Museum in 
Stone, 1983 
Thomas, 1923 

37 BURRUM    

38 MARY    

39 FRASER    

40 NOOSA    
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41 MAROOCHY    

42 PINE North Pine River 
South Pine River 

1948 
1952 

Qld. Museum in 
Stone, 1983 

43 BRISBANE Mt Cotton 
Lockyer Valley between 
Hill and Gatton 

1930’s 
1952, 55 

Qld. Museum in 
Stone, 1983 

44 MORETON BAY IS.    

45 LOGAN-ALBERT    

46 SOUTH COAST Albert River, Palen 
Creek 

1958 Fleay, 1958 
 

 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IV MURRAY-DARLING 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

16 BORDER RIVERS Darling downs 1923 Thomas, 1923 

17 MOONIE    

22 CONDAMINE-
CULGOA 

Back Creek, 
Leyburn/Karara 
Chinchilla area 

Late 
1940’s 
Early 
1950’s 
1956 & 
1969 
to 1975 

in Stone, 1983 
in Stone 1983 
in Stone, 1983  
(affected by 
floods) 

23 WARREGO    

24 PAROO    
 

DRAINAGE DIVISION:  IX GULF OF CARPENTARIA 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

10 SETTLEMENT 
CREEK 

   

11 MORNINGTON IS.    

12 NICHOLSON    

13 LEICHHARDT    

14 MORNING INLET    

15 FLINDERS    

16 NORMAN    

17 GILBERT    

18 STAATEN    

19 MITCHELL Mitchel & tributaries 1927 Burrell, 1927 

10 COLEMAN    
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22 ARCHER    

23 WATSON    

24 EMBLEY    

25 WENLOCK    

26 DUCEY    

27 JARDINE    

28 TORRES STRAIT    

29 GROOTE EYLANDT 
 

   

 
 
DRAINAGE DIVISION:  X LAKE EYRE 

 RIVER SYSTEM RECORD DATE SOURCE 

1 GEORGINA    

2 DIAMANTINA    

3 COOPER CK. 
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APPENDIX X  Queensland Eel Fishing Regulations 1919 
 

 
 
 


